
WAKULLA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION# )J-11 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA ADOPTING AN AMENDED AND 
RESTATED SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR INSPECTIONS AND 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE AND FIRE 
PREVENTION CODE; PROVIDING CERTAIN FINDINGS; REPEALING 
ALL PRIOR SCHEDULES OF FEES FOR INSPECTIONS AND 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE AND FIRE 
PREVENTION CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Sections 553.80 and 125.56, Florida Statutes, autho1ize the County to 
establish a schedule of reasonable inspection fees and other fees to defer the costs of 
enforcement ofthe Florida Building Code and Fire Prevention Code; and 

WHEREAS, ·Chapter 8, Wakulla County Land Development Code, entitled Building and 
Construction Code relates to the Construction Industry Building pennits, licenses and matters relating to 
same; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 8-2 all building permits, fees and costs are to be set by 
resolution ofthe Board ofCounty Commissioners ofWakulla County, Florida (the "Board"); and 

WHEREAS, County staff recently evaluated the existing fee schedule and analyzed findings of 
the costs of certain building permits, Wakulla County, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, Fiscal Choice· Consulting, LLC, calculated the amount of average staff time and 
additional resources needed to enforce the Florida Building Code and conduct inspections for structures 
of various sizes and uses based upon the County's historical experience, which "Fee Study" is attached 
hereto as Appendix A and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the fees that were not updated through the 2013 fee study were calculated by the fee 
study done by Maximus as Appendix B and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, it was determined by the Fee Study that Wakulla County building pennits are on 
the lower side of the hourly rates in use for building pe1mits in other jurisdictions and that times by task 
presented by Wakulla County are consistent with :findings of other communities based upon the level of 
effo1t required; and 

WHEREAS, consistent with existing law, the Fee Study recommends a schedule of revised fees 
that do not contain any profit, but instead are sized to cover the County's costs for enforcing the Florida 
Building Code and Fire Prevention Code in order to place the responsibility for the cost of those services 
on those who request it and insulating taxpayers from the need to subsidize development; and 

WHEREAS, based upon this review and input from staff, the Board hereby approves the Fee 
S1l.1dy, finds the fees outlined in tl1e Fee Study to be fair and reasonable, and further deems it desirable to 
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establish an amended and restated schedule of building permit and inspection as presented in the Fee 
Study and incorporated into this resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Wakulla 
County, Florida, that: 

SECTION 1. INCORPORATION OF FINDINGS. The above findings are true and correct 
and are hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

SECTION 2. SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR INSPECTIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 
OF THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE AND FIRE PREVENTION CODE. The Board 
hereby adopts the following schedule of fees for inspections and the enforcement of the Florida Building 
Code and Florida Fire Prevention Code: 

Application and Plan Review 

Residential Construction: 

Residential- application and plans review: $ 35.00 

Single Family Dwelling Minimum for residential $ 765.00 

(To include electrical, mechanical and plumbing Building 

Any gas permit will be added as $75.00 for up to 3 gas appliances 

Single Family Dwelling-Mobile Home or DCA Unit 
(To include electrical, mechanical and plumbing) 

House Moving 

Fema or engineered foundation if applicable 
Any gas permit will be added as $75.00 for up to 3 gas appliances 

.48 per sq ft under 
roof 

Sewer tie in $ 45.00 

Set-up $ 765.00 
Electric $ 
Plumbing $ 
Mechanical $ 
Sewer tie in $ 45.00 

Set-Up $ 315.00 
Electric $ 110.00 
Plumbing $ 75.00 

Mechanical $ 75.00 

$ 125.00 
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One or two family dwelling addition up to 625 sq ft 
.48 cents per sq ft over 625 sq ft 

Renovations up to 2000 sq ft 
.15 per sq ft over 2000 sq ft 

Minor renovations at minimum fees per categories 
Any gas permit will be added as $75.00 up to 3 appliances 

Commercial Construction: 
Commercial- application 

Base fee plan check and inspections: 
Minimum of 

Business Alterations 

Business Additions 

Fire- application 

Commercial DCA Unit 
(To include electrical, mechanical and plumbing) 

Electric: 
over 200 amp service + $50.00 per panel 

Plumbing: 

Mechanical 
Over 5 tons 

Gas 
Each Appliance Over 
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Building $ 300.00 

Electric $ 75.00 

Plumbing $ 75.00 

Mechanical $ 75.00 

Building $ 200.00 

Electric $ 75.00 
Plumbing $ 75.00 

Mechanical $ 75.00 

$ 65.00 
Building 
Only .46 per sqft 

$ 722.00 

.23 per sqft 

$1.20 per sqft 

$ 40.00 + .OS per sq ft 

$765.00 + .59 per sq 
Set-up ft 
Electric 
Plumbing 
Mechanical 
Sewer tie in $ 45.00 

$ 135.00 + .50 per box 

$ 90.00 + $15.00 per fixture 

$ 150.00 up to 5 tons 

$ 10.00 per ton 

$ 115.00 up to 3 appliances 

$ 25.00 



Commercial Hoods 

Hood Fire Suppression System 
(residential hoods installed in commercial buildings} 
Fire Alarms up to 3000 sq ft 
Over 3000 sq ft 

Fire Sprinkler Systems up to 5000 sq ft 
Over 5000 sq ft 

Underground Fire Mains 

Tower Modification 
Cabinet 
Antenna 

Signs (no permit required for <32 sq ft and <6' in height} 
Up to 125 sq ft 

Over 125 sq ft 

Billboards $2.00 sq ft Minimum 

Facilities Permit Fee (Annual Charge Only) 

Other Permits: 

Residential Electrical 
Single Inspection 
Multiple Inspections 

Residential 
Plumbing 
Sewer Tie In 

Residential Mechanical 
Up to 5 tons 
Over 5 tons 

Residential Gas 
Each Appliance Over 

Minimum Permit fees for Residential 
Commercial 

$ 

$ 150.00 

$ 300.00 
.10 per sq ft 

$ 250.00 
.05 per sq ft 

$ 125.00 

$ 125.00 
$ 80.00 
$ 135.00 

$ 135.00 
$1.00 per 

sq ft 

$ 315.00 

$ 475.00 

$ 75.00 
$ 115.00 

$ 75.00 
$ 45.00 

$ 75.00 
$10.00 per ton 

$ 75.00 
$ 15.00 

$ 65.00 
$ 80.00 

225.00 per hood 

additional 

Foundation Only Permits: up to 3000 sq ft 
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Over 3000 sq ft 
Including retaining walls 

Attached or Detached Garage 

Raising Structures 

Vinyl or Hardy Siding 
Up to 3000 sq ft 
Over 3000 sq ft 

Open Shelter up to 400 sq ft 
401 sq ft to 1500 sq ft 
Over 1501 sq ft 
If foundation added 

Closed Shelter up to 400 sq ft 
401 sq ft to 1500 sq ft 
Over 1501 sq ft 

Pre-manufactured lawn storage sheds and carports 
Foundation Extra 

Demolition 

Re-roof 
Up to 3000 sq ft 
Over 3000 sq ft 

Screen Porch 
Screen Porch on foundation 

Cover over existing deck 

ln~ground Swimming Pool 

Above-ground Swimming Pool(Non-Seasonal) 

Screen pool enclosures 

Residential 
Commercial 

Frame or Block 

up to 1800 sq ft 
over 1800 sq ft 

Residential 
Commercial 

Residential 
Commercial 

Residential 
Commercial 

Residential 
Commercial 

Residential 

$ 200.00 

$ 300.00 
.OS per sq ft 

$ 225.00 

$ 300.00 
.10 per sq ft 

$ 100.00 
$ 150.00 
.OS per sq ft 

$ 125.00 
$ 200.00 

$200.00 +.OS per sq ft 
$ 75.00 

$ 150.00 
$ 225.00 
$225.00 + .05 per sq ft 

$ 75.00 

$ 50.00 

$ 100.00 

$ 200.00 

$ 125.00 

$ 200.00 
.05 per sq ft 

$ 100.00 

$ 150.00 

$ 100.00 

$275.00 + $45.00 electric 
$350.00 + $135.00 electric 

$ 125.00 

$ 150.00 
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Residential Docks up to 250 sq ft 
over 250 sq ft 

Commercial Docks up to 250 sq ft 
over 250 sq ft 

Residential Decks 

Commercial Decks 

Residential decks on 5 ft plus piling 

Seawalls/Bulkheads 

Boat Lift 

Solar panel water heater 

Photovoltaic solar system 

Photovoltaic solar system 

Petroleum product tanks 

Fuel dispensing pumps 

Temporary tents/Events/Festivals 

Pre-move mobile home inspections 

Change of Use/Occupancy 

Safety inspection 

Impact fee exemption letter inspection 

Re-Inspection fees 

up to 250 sq ft 
over 250 sq ft 

up to 50 L/ft 
over 50 L/ft 
Minimum 
Residential 

Electric 

Residential 
Commercial 

Residential 

up to4 KW 
over4 KW 

$ 175.00 

.07 per sqft additional 

$ 275.00 

.07 per sq ft 

$ 75.00 

$ 175.00 

$ 240.00 

.07 per sq ft 

$ 300.00 

.50 per L/ft 

$ 65.00 

$ 75.00 

$ 150.00 

$ 225.00 

$ 100.00 

$ 150.00 

.25 per KW 

$ 350.00 each 

$ 100.00 each 

$ 80.00 

$ 65.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 65.00 

$ 50.00 

$ 50.00 

Administrative Charge for annual up keep of Contractor License $ 25.00 
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SECTION 3. OTHER CHARGES. All other charges associated with the construction of a 
building, including, but not limited to, charges for impact fees, sewer system access, water meters, water 
wells, solid waste and fire and any other required costs are in addition to the building and inspection fees 
provided for herein. 

SECTION 4. REPEAL. All prior adopted schedules of building permit and inspection fees 
and other fees necessary to enforce the Florida Building Code and Florida Fire Prevention Code are 
hereby repealed. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.This resolution shall take effect upon adoption. 

DONE AND ADOPTED this ~ day of \J~YlM\xV,2013 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

~ BRENT . THURMOND, Ex Officio 
Clerk to the Board 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~-sq-._r_,_./______ 

County Attorney 
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APPENDIXA 
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f p:~~1~-~-l!-~l~I
CONSULTINGuc 
790 West Front11ge Road 
Sulte 110 
Northfield, Illinois 60093 
(347) 3~-2006 cell 
(84'l) 441•4175 office 
(847) 441-4174 fox 

October 31 2013 

James Melvin 
Building Official 
Wakulla County 
3095 Cmwfordville Highway 
CrawfordvUle, FL 32327 

Dear Ml'. Melvin: 

'this summarizes the method used to determine the cost offee-services in your department. 

Our understanding ofthe requh'ement:s includes two important prlnclples: 
1. A nnlt of local govemment 11'.l"-Y not intentloMlly make a profit on the sali;, ofpermit:s, 
2. Good faith e_stimates ofstaff effort are both legally acceptable and in use throughout the 

State ofFlorlda. Tile.re ls~ to the best ofour.knowledge, no legal requirement for time 
s_heets or other afteMhe4act justification oftime charged by permit. 

'I'l1e ~nalysis we presented has two key parts, which we explain below: 
• Dctcmtltlatlon ofa11houdy l'ate 
• Determination. ofthe ti.mes.required bype1mit type 

Detemtln1\tion of\\n I-Iotn•ly Rate 
Aµhourly rate for the department is, in essence, the cost of the department divided by the 
hours worked, 

The budget is $311,681. 

Staffinvolved·include a full-time inspectol·, a part-time employee and 15 hours per week of 
inspection time by the .Building Offlcial. 

Staff do not work all ofthe hours for which they are compensated, due to accruals of time for 
vacatlou, sick. leave andholidays. Adj\1stlng compensated houl's to a productive hour total 
follows 2 CFR Par~225,· formerly known as US Office of Management & Budget Circular A87 
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2 ILetter to James Melvin, October 3, 2013 

(Cost Principles for State, Local & Indian Tribal Governments), which amou11ts to a de facto 
national standard fo1· governmental cost accounting. 

Making'the productive hour adjustment results ln the following productive hours: 

Title Productive hours 
FulHime inspector 1,864 
Part-time (3.} 832 
Bul/drng offlclal (at 15 hours of inspection/week} 780 
Total 3,476 

Dlvlding the budget ~y the productive hours ($311,681 / 3,4?6) yields an houdy rate of $89.67. 

Determbiatlon of the times .1•ec1ofred by pemlit type 

It ls difficult to estimate the time required for complex tasks as a whole, so the best practice is to 
break the work into component steps whose requirements ace more easily explained. lti the 
present case, we divided pennits into two categorles: plan revlew and lnspecdon. 

The findings by permit type al·e labeled as such in the report. We note here that the breakdown 
of tasks involves eight plan. revlew steps and nineteen.inspection steps. 

Smmtuwy ofFindil1g~ 

Our oplnio1ds based on the followlng experlences: 
• Several hundred petmit swdies nationally 

· • Similar building permit (;OSt stlldies done by our sttlff thronghont the State of Florida 
(City ofT11mpa, 1-Illlsborough County, Manatee County, City ofMiami Beach, Monroe 
County, Lnke County, P.olk County, Onmge County, City ofCape CQral., City ofCocoa, 
Chadotte C01.u1ty, Pasco County) 

• Serving the Government Finance Officers Assoclatlon ofth.e U~ & Canada as a Mtiollal 
conference speaker on how to perform this type ofstudy 

Based on this expedence, it is our opinion that: 

.Hourly R~tc - The Wllkulla County houdy rate for building permits ls on the lower side ofthe 
•. hourly rates in use fo1· building permit calculatlon 1n Flolida, and nationally as well, Rates as 

high as $125 per hour are foundln Florlda and we have seen ra~es in excess of$1 SO pet· hour 
elsewhere in the U.S. 

Time Assigned byActivity:•· T.imes p1'esented by Wakulla County a1·e within the range of tlmes 
reported elsewhere. 1'hey are 1tlso consistent with findings ofother communities that go the 
extr~r(\1111:equked} step of completing timooheets to verify the times required. 
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Documentntion .. The docu.tncntatlon piepared for this analysis is as detailed as that used in 
~ny other Florida. 'I'he Building Official took the time to review the analysis in detail and 
confll'med that the facts l'lnd assum_ptio11s· are.1·easouable nnd appropriate refle<:tions ofhow that 
department se1'1/es the public. We feel that this meets or exceeds any expectatlo11 of rlgor for 
price setting that exists in the Florlda Building Code or elsewl1ere in.Florida.laws gaver.ning the 
establisbment of p11ces for building permits. 

lfthe County were to adopt the .findings of this study, it wo1dd not, except by an umumal stuge 
1n dema.nd, :make a p~ofit on the sale ofbuildlngpermlts, The rntes, by design, aJ.·e intended 
only to bl'eak even, placing the responsibility fur the cost of the service on those who i-equest it 
and 1nsufotlng taxpayei.:s .from th.e need to subsidize development, 

calllfyouh~e questions. 

 

  
Bl·uce Cowans­
b.rn~~~.<'lw.~n.~@fi.~gtl!;.b~i!.r.•.t;flrr, 
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