
Buckhannon &
Tygart Valley River WATER TRAIL

A  W a t e r  T r a i l  t e l l s  a n  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  s t o r y  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a n d
l a n d ,  i t s  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  o w n  h e r i t a g e  a n d

h i s t o r y .  T h e  W a t e r  T r a i l  s u p p o r t s  a  n e t w o r k  o f  r i v e r  a c c e s s
s i t e s  a l o n g  a  4 5 - m i l e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r  s u i t a b l e  f o r

p a d d l e r s  a n d  o t h e r  r i v e r  u s e r s  t o  e n h a n c e  c o n n e c t i o n ,  f o s t e r
s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  s p a r k  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d .

The proposed Water  Trai l  i s  45 mi les  or ig inat ing
near  the community  of  Sago in  Upshur  County and
ending near  the Arden community  in  Barbour
County.  The trai l  i s  most ly  f latwater  with
occasional  r i f f les ,  offer ing excel lent  beginner  and
family  fr iendly  routes.  

The proposed Water  Trai l  f lows through peaceful
landscapes,  quiet  meanders,  and mature forested
landscapes,  as  wel l  as  communit ies  r ich in  history,
inc luding two histor ic  covered br idges.  Wildl i fe  is
plent i ful  a long the ent ire  waterway,  with herons,
beavers,  and bald eagles  among the highl ights.
There are a  few short  sect ions  of  C lass  I/ I I  water
for  more experienced paddlers  to  explore.

ABOUT THE TRAIL ABOUT THE DESIGNATION
A Water  Trai l  i s  a  sponsored and maintained
recreat ional  route a long a  waterway that  is
promoted by local  ent it ies  with publ ic ly  access ible
access  points .  A Water  Trai l  promotes Leave No
Trace pr inciples,  respect  for  pr ivate landowners,
proper  r iver  safety,  and f ishing and boat ing
regulat ions.  

The West  Virg inia  Department of  Transportat ion
Recreat ional  Trai l  Advisory Board oversees  the
appl icat ion and approval  process  to  become a
designated Water  Trai l .  As  part  of  the designat ion
process,  the Water  Trai l  must  have sponsoring
entity ,  conduct  a  r iver  assessment to  identi fy  r iver
hazard and points  of  interest ,  and hold a  2  month
publ ic  comment per iod.  



PRIMARY SPONSORS
The Buckhannon River  Watershed Associat ion
(BRWA) and Save the Tygart  Watershed
Associat ion (STTWA) are the pr imary co-sponsors
of  the Water  Trai l .  Both groups are grassroots
501(c)(3)  organizat ions assembled by concerned
cit izens  to  monitor  and improve water  qual i ty  of
the r ivers.  

The pr imary co-sponsors  organize the Buckhannon &
Tygart  Val ley  River  Water  Trai l  Working Group
includes representat ives  from partner ing
organizat ions and community  stakeholders  to
oversee the planning,  development,  maintenance,
and management of  the Water  Trai l .  The meetings
are open to the publ ic  and new members  are
encouraged to attend and part ic ipate.  

BENEFITS OF DESIGNATION

Formal  outreach to Barbour  and Upshur  County
Commissions were conducted to present  an overview
of  the Water  Trai l  and inc luded three main ask to
adopt  a  resolut ion in  support  of  the Water  Trai l .
BRWA presented to the Upshur  County Commission
on February 29,  2024.  Save the Tygart  WA present  to
the Barbour  County Commission on March 4,  2024.
Both counties  adopted the resolut ion to support  the
Water  Trai l .  

The benef its  of  designat ion inc lude:  
Become el ig ible  for  funding to improve the
Water  Trai l  through the Div is ion of  Highways,
v ia  the Federal  Highway Administrat ion
Recreat ional  Trai ls  fund
Enhance recreat ional  opportunit ies  by
providing more publ ic ly  avai lable  r iver
descr ipt ions and maps 
Support  access  to  the r iver  by bui lding
inclus ive r iver  access  s i tes  to  ensure people of
al l  abi l i t ies  can experience the r iver
Promote Leave No Trace pr inciples,  respect  for
pr ivate property,  and proper  f ishing and
boating regulat ions 
Support  general  appreciat ion for  the r iver  to
foster  stewardship and support  of  conservat ion
efforts  
Promote the scenic ,  educat ional ,  h istor ical ,  and
cultural  points  of  interest
Support  opportunit ies  for  our  local  res idents  to
get  to  know their  local  r iver ,  which is  the
source of  dr inking water  in  our  communit ies  
Promote an outdoor  recreat ion economy 



Numerous types of  wi ldl i fe  and f ish cal l  the r iver
and the surrounding r ipar ian area home:  hawks,
bald eagles,  b lue and green herons,  r iver  otter ,
groundhog,  muskrat ,  and foxes.  F ishing
opportunit ies  are a lso plent i ful .  

The region is  r ich in  socia l ,  cultural ,  and
histor ical  her itage.

Along the way,  points  of  interest  inc lude:  
Buckhannon Riverwalk  Park & Trai l  
C ity  of  Buckhannon 
WV Wesleyan Col lege 
North Buckhannon Park
Pringle  Tree Park
Carrolton Covered Br idge
Tygart  Junct ion 
Phi l ippi  Covered Br idge 
City  of  Phi l ippi
Blue & Grey Park

Many other  attract ions  and points  of  interests
are located in  the v ic inity  of  the proposed trai l .  

RIVER HAZARDS ALONG THE WAY
For  most  of  i ts  course,  the proposed Water  Trai l  i s
s low and plac id,  offer ing excel lent  beginner  fr iendly
paddle opportunit ies.  

River  hazards  a long the proposed Water  Trai l
inc lude:  

Water  Trai l  Mi le  0.8:  ¾ mi le  of  C lass  I/ I I  r i f f les
downstream of  the Sago br idge
Water  Trai l  Mi le  8.0:  Two low-head dams on the
Buckhannon River  in  the City  of  Buckhannon
located between the Riverwalk  Park and North
Buckhannon Park.  We recommend al l  paddlers
take out  at  Riverwalk  Park,  then dr ive to North
Buckhannon Park to  continue their  paddle.  
Water  Trai l  Mi le  30.8:  There are 2  mi les  of  c lass
I/ I I  rapids  start ing 0.75 mi les  upstream of
Carrol l ton and continuing to Tygart  Junct ion.  
Water  Trai l  Mi le  37.8:  Rock Dam on the Tygart
River  upstream of  Phi l ippi .  There are two
establ ished Access  S ites  upstream and
downstream of  the dam, which make i t  easy for
paddlers  to  avoid the dam. I t  i s  a lso possible  to
portage the dam on r iver  r ight.  
Water  Trai l  Mi le  43.5:  1  mi le  of  C lass  I/ I I  rapids
start ing 1.7  mi les  downstream of  the Arden Grade
Rd Access  s i te  and continuing to the Arden
Bridge.  



MAP, ACCESS SITES,  MILEAGE TO NEXT PUT IN,  & RIVER RATING

Hampton (4.5;  F latwater)
River  Left .  Ex it  Rt .  20 onto Sago Road.  Turn left  onto
Hampton Road.  Turn r ight  onto Ivanhoe Road.  
Riverwalk  Park (portage,  dam downstream)
River  Left .  Ex it  Rt .  20 onto Marion Street.  Turn left  onto
Camden Avenue.  Turn r ight  onto Walktrai l  Lane.
North Buckhannon Park (3.75;  F latwater)
River  Left .  Ex it  Hwy 48/US Rt.  33 south onto 5th Street.
Turn left  onto Cleveland Ave.  Turn r ight  onto 6th Street.  
Pringle  Tree Park (1.25;  F latwater)
River  Left .  Ex it  Rt .  119 onto Pr ingle  Tree Park Road.  
River  Road (4;  F latwater)
River  River.  Exit  Hwy 48/US Rt.  33 south onto 5th
Street.  Turn left  onto Hal l  Road.  In  1.8  mi les ,
turn r ight  onto River  Road
Hal l  Road South (7;  C lass  I )
River  Left .  Ex it  Hwy 48/US Rt.  33 south onto 5th
Street.  Turn left  onto Hal l  Road.  Access  is  4
miles  down Hal l  Road.  
Hal l  Road North (2.5;  C lass  I )
River  Right.  Exit  US 119 onto Audra
Park Road.  Turn r ight  onto Hal l  Road.
Boulder/Rangoon (7;  C lass  I I )
River  Right.  Exit  US 119 onto Audra Park Road.  
Phi l ippi  Above Dam (Portage)

Phi l ippi  Covered Br idge (3.6;  C lass  I )

Arden Grade Road (3.2;  C lass  I I )

River  Left .  Ex it  US 119 onto Audra Park Road.
Turn r ight  onto Hal l  Road.

River  Left .  Ex it  US 119 onto gravel  road south
of  Blue and Grey Park.   

R iver  River.  Exit  Main Street  onto Pike Street.  Turn
r ight  onto Merdian Street.  Turn left  onto Chestnut
Ridge Road.  Turn left  onto Arden Grade Road.   

The Buckhannon and Tygart  Val ley  R ivers  f low
in a  general ly  northern d irect ion.  

F latwater
Class  I/ I I
Access  S i te

Sago (3.5;  C lass  I/ I I )
There is  current ly  no publ ic  access  at  this  s i te,  but  we hope
in the future to secure landowner permiss ion to create an
access  s i te.  

Arden Br idge (Exit  River)
There is  current ly  no publ ic  access  at  this  s i te,  but
we hope in  the future to secure landowner
permiss ion to create an access  s i te.  


