
FIRE CODE REQUIREMENTS FOR TENTS 
Saginaw Township Fire Department 

 
 

ALL tents which require a permit are required to comply with the following fire 
codes. (This list is for the most common type tent arrangements and is not all inclusive; 

other fire codes may apply.) 
 
3103.8.6 Fire break. 
An unobstructed fire break passageway or fire road not less than 12 feet (3658 mm) wide and 
free from guy ropes or other obstructions shall be maintained on all sides of all tents and 
membrane structures unless otherwise approved by the fire code official. 
 
 
3103.12 Means of egress. 
Means of egress for temporary tents and membrane structures shall be in accordance with 
Sections 3103.12.1 through 3103.12.8. 
 

3103.12.1 Distribution. 
Exits shall be spaced at approximately equal intervals around the perimeter of the tent or 
membrane structure, and shall be located such that all points are 100 feet (30 480 mm) or 
less from an exit. 

 
3103.12.2 Number. 
Tents, or membrane structures or a usable portion thereof shall have at least one exit and 
not less than the number of exits required by Table 3103.12.2. The total width of means of 
egress in inches (mm) shall not be less than the total occupant load served by a means of 
egress multiplied by 0.2 inches (5 mm) per person. 

 
 
3103.12.6 Exit signs. 
Exits shall be clearly marked. Exit signs shall be installed at required exit doorways and where 
otherwise necessary to indicate clearly the direction of egress when the exit serves an occupant 
load of 50 or more. 

 
3103.12.6.1 Exit sign illumination. 
Exit signs shall be either listed and labeled in accordance with UL 924 as the internally 
illuminated type and used in accordance with the listing or shall be externally illuminated by 
luminaires supplied in the following manner: 
 

1. Two separate circuits, one of which shall be separate from all other circuits, for 
occupant loads of 300 or less; or 
 

2. Two separate sources of power, one of which shall be an approved emergency 
system, shall be provided when the occupant load exceeds 300. Emergency systems 
shall be supplied from storage batteries or from the on-site generator set, and the 
system shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 70. The emergency system 
provided shall have a minimum duration of 90 minutes when operated at full design 
demand. 

  



3103.12.7 Means of egress illumination. 
Means of egress shall be illuminated with light having an intensity of not less than 1 foot-candle 
(11 lux) at floor level while the structure is occupied. Fixtures required for means of egress 
illumination shall be supplied from a separate circuit or source of power. 
 
 
3104.4 Certification. 
An affidavit or affirmation shall be submitted to the fire code official and a copy retained on the 
premises on which the tent or air-supported structure is located. The affidavit shall attest to the 
following information relative to the flame propagation performance criteria of the fabric: 
  

1. Names and address of the owners of the tent or air-supported structure. 
 
2. Date the fabric was last treated with flame-retardant solution. 
 
3. Trade name or kind of chemical used in treatment. 
 
4. Name of person or firm treating the material. 
 
5. Name of testing agency and test standard by which the fabric was tested. 

 
 
3104.5 Combustible materials. 
Hay, straw, shavings or similar combustible materials shall not be located within any tent or 
membrane structure containing an assembly occupancy, except the materials necessary for the 
daily feeding and care of animals. Sawdust and shavings utilized for a public performance or 
exhibit shall not be prohibited provided the sawdust and shavings are kept damp. Combustible 
materials shall not be permitted under stands or seats at any time. 
 
 
3104.6 Smoking. 
Smoking shall not be permitted in tents or membrane structures. Approved "No Smoking" signs 
shall be conspicuously posted in accordance with Section 310. 
 
 
3104.7 Open or exposed flame. 
Open flame or other devices emitting flame, fire or heat or any flammable or combustible liquids, 
gas, charcoal or other cooking device or any other unapproved devices shall not be permitted 
inside or located within 20 feet (6096 mm) of the tent or membrane structures while open to the 
public unless approved by the fire code official.  
 
 
3104.8 Fireworks. 
Fireworks shall not be used within 100 feet (30 480 mm) of tents or membrane structures. 
 
 
3104.11 Clearance. 
There shall be a minimum clearance of at least 3 feet (914 mm) between the fabric envelope 
and all contents located inside membrane structures. 
 
  



3104.12 Portable fire extinguishers. 
Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided as required by Section 906. 
 
 
3104.15 Heating and cooking equipment. 
Heating and cooking equipment shall be in accordance with Sections 3104.15.1 through 
3104.15.7. 
 

3104.15.1 Installation. 
Heating or cooking equipment, tanks, piping, hoses, fittings, valves, tubing and other related 
components shall be installed as specified in the International Mechanical Code and the 
International Fuel Gas Code, and shall be approved by the fire code official. 
 
3104.15.2 Venting. 
Gas, liquid and solid fuel-burning equipment designed to be vented shall be vented to the 
outside air as specified in the International Fuel Gas Code and the International Mechanical 
Code. Such vents shall be equipped with approved spark arresters when required. Where 
vents or flues are used, all portions of the tent or membrane structure shall be not less than 
12 inches (305 mm) from the flue or vent. 
 
3104.15.3 Location. 
Cooking and heating equipment shall not be located within 10 feet (3048 mm) of exits or 
combustible materials. 
 
3104.15.4 Operations. 
Operations such as warming of foods, cooking demonstrations and similar operations that 
use solid flammables, butane or other similar devices which do not pose an ignition hazard, 
shall be approved . 
 
3104.15.5 Cooking tents. 
Tents with sidewalks or drops where cooking is performed shall be separated from other 
tents or membrane structures by a minimum of 20 feet (6096 mm). 
 
3104.15.6 Outdoor cooking. 
Outdoor cooking that produces sparks or grease-laden vapors shall not be performed within 
20 feet (6096 mm) of a tent or membrane structure. 
 
3104.15.7 Electrical heating and cooking equipment. 
Electrical cooking and heating equipment shall comply with NFPA 70. 

 
 
3104.16 LP-gas. 
The storage, handling and use of LP-gas and LP-gas equipment shall be in accordance with 
Sections 3104.16.1 through 3104.16.3. 
 

3104.16.1 General. 
LP-gas equipment such as tanks, piping, hoses, fittings, valves, tubing and other related 
components shall be approved and in accordance with Chapter 61 and with the International 
Fuel Gas Code  
 

  



3104.16.2 Location of containers. 
LP-gas containers shall be located outside. Safety release valves shall be pointed away 
from the tent or membrane structure. 
 
3104.16.2.1 Containers 500 gallons or less. 
Portable LP-gas containers with a capacity of 500 gallons (1893 L) or less shall have a 
minimum separation between the container and structure not less than 10 feet (3048 mm). 
 
3104.16.2.2 Containers more than 500 gallons. 
Portable LP-gas containers with a capacity of more than 500 gallons (1893 L) shall have a 
minimum separation between the container and structures not less than 25 feet (7620 mm). 
 
3104.16.3 Protection and security. 
Portable LP-gas containers, piping, valves and fittings which are located outside and are 
being used to fuel equipment inside a tent or membrane structure shall be adequately 
protected to prevent tampering, damage by vehicles or other hazards and shall be located in 
an approved location. Portable LP-gas containers shall be securely fastened in place to 
prevent unauthorized movement. 

 
 
3104.17 Flammable and combustible liquids. 
The storage of flammable and combustible liquids and the use of flammable-liquid-fueled 
equipment shall be in accordance with Sections 3104.17.1 through 3104.17.3. 
 

3104.17.1 Use. 
Flammable-liquid-fueled equipment shall not be used in tents or membrane structures. 
 
3104.17.2 Flammable and combustible liquid storage. 
Flammable and combustible liquids shall be stored outside in an approved manner not less 
than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from tents or membrane structures. Storage shall be in 
accordance with Chapter 34. 
 
3104.17.3 Refueling. 
Refueling shall be performed in an approved location not less than 20 feet (6096 mm) from 
tents or membrane structures. 

 
 
3104.19 Separation of generators. 
Generators and other internal combustion power sources shall be separated from tents or 
membrane structures by a minimum of 20 feet (6096 mm) and shall be isolated from contact 
with the public by fencing, enclosure or other approved means. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact the Saginaw Township Fire Department at 989.792.9691 if you have 
additional questions concerning applicable fire codes. 


