
Town Count il Meeting Mirtutes 0lt/09/2022

Town of Merrillville

Town Council Meeting Minutes (Amended)

August 9,2022

6:30 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER: Vice-President Hardaway called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

INVOCATION/MOMENT OF SILENCE: A brief invocation was given along with a moment of silence
from Richard Augie of Impact Church.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by any veteran in attendance.

ROLL CALL * Roll Call was taken by Madam Clerk Treasurer White Gibson.

Present were:

Vice-President Hardaway- (Ward 2)

Councilman Minchuk- (Ward 3)

Councilman White - (Ward 7)

Councilman Spann- (Ward I )

Councilman Pettit- (Ward 6)

Five Present (5) Two absent (2) Councilwoman Uzelac (Ward 4), President Bella (Ward 5)

Vice-President Hardaway read a statement of civility. On March 26, 2019 this town council adopted an

ordinance number l9- I I . Which is referred to as our civility ordinance fbr public meetings, this ordinance
covers any individual who makes personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks, or who becomes

boisterous or delays or interrupts the proceeding or peace of the meetings of the town council or town
public body, or who refuses to obey the orders of the appropriate action for restoration of order by the
presiding officer may be made. ln the cvent of any disturbance or disorderly conduct during any public
meeting, the presiding officer shall be authorized to restore order and direct appropriate actions for same,

if necessary. Persons addressing the Town Council or other Town public body are to maintain decorum of
civility ion presenting public comments, and to avoid repetitive comments. We request that comments be
restricted to topics which are inclusive of tonight's agenda only. Othel comments or on topics not related
to tonight's agenda could be considered impertinent and or repetitive.

PETITIO NS, COM M U N ICATIONS, AC KN OWLEDG EM ENTS AND REMONSTRATI ONS :

Director Shine presented employee of the seconded quarter to Planning & Building Inspector Dan Brown.
Director Shine thanked Dan Brown for his hard work and service.

CONSENT AGENDA

Accts. Payable Register Voucher Approval for August 9, 2022

Councilman Pettit made a motion to approve the Accounts Payable Voucher, seconded by Councilman
White.

Motion carried by voice vote

Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes of luly 26,2022

Clerk-Treasurer White Gibson informed the council that there were changes that needed to be made under
Ordinance 22-20.

Councilman Pettit made a motion to table the Town Council Meeting Minutes of July 26,2022, seconded
by Councilman White.

Motion carried by voice vote.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS- WIIITE - Councilman White informed the council that there are 160

Covid- l9 cases, 70 of those cases are hospitalization cases for Lake County. Councilman White also

stated the positivity rate is currently at 197o.

PERSONNEL POLICY & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS - HARDAWAY - No Report

PUBLIC SAFETY- MINCHUK- Councilman Minchuk informed the council there was a meeting August
4,2022. Councilman Minchuk explained he sat down with two representatives from the F.O,P to
reference preliminary negotiations. The F.O.P is going through changes in their executive board so they'll
contact Councilman Minchuk very soon. Councilman Minchuk also informed the council that he sat down
with the Chief and Councilman White and they discussed how to improve the workforce. Councilman
Minchuk, Councilman White and the Chief also discussed what can be done to help the police and their
work load along with any kind of financial help. Councilman Minchuk stated the wheels are turning and
they will continue to keep on them and once there is a rock solid plan he will inform thc council.

Vice-President Hardaway informed the council that he wanted to commend the Merrillville Police
Depaftment, especially Sergeant Schmidt. There was a hit and run at 57'h and Broadway where a lady was
hit and officer Schmidt was in the area at the time. The officer stopped and tried to help her but he

pursued the lady who was the driver of the hit and run but she was apprehended. Unfortunately the lady
who was hit did not survive.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-PEITIT - No Report

PARKS & RECREATION- UZELAC- No Reporl

ABANDONED -BLIGHTED PROPERTIES-HARDAWAI - No Report

DEAN& BARBARA WHITE COMMUNITy CENTER-MINCHUK & PETTIT - Councilman Peuit
informed the council there was a meeting last week. During the meeting serval items were discussed, as
well as additional purchasing for things in the Dean & Barbra White Center. Councilman Pettit informed
the council that every event is a great tum out and Barb Young is unbelievable. Councilman Pettit stated
he doesn't know how she does it. The parking lot on the north end is always full, at Ieast every other day
with something happening at the Dean & Barbra White Community Center.

Director Price also informed the council that the court floors will be redone starting Au Eust 29, 2022
through Labor Day.

Special Projects (F & B Tax, Diversity) - HARDAWAY -Yice President Hardaway informed the
council that National Night Out was a great event, but next year we will have to do a betterjob of
encouraging people to tailgate. Vice-President Hardaway also stated he talked to Pastor Bob and he gave
out over 300 snow cones. Vice-president Hardaway stated he appreciated the residents for coming to the
event and their support.

DEPARTMENT & COMMISSION REPORTS

LAKE COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT-WHI IE- No Report

NORTHERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION-HARDAWAY- No Report

STO RM WAT ER M A N AG EM E NT R ESO U RC ES- LA K E- No Report

SOUTHSHORE VISITORS AND CONVENTION AUTHORITY- No Report

FIRE TERRITORy BOARD- Minchuk- Councilman Minchuk inlormed the council that the next
meeting is scheduled for Septernber 2022.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Chief Cuttino informed the council that he would like to thank Assistant Chief Nuses tbr sitting in for him
the last two meetings. Chief Cuttino also stated he would like to point out that the Mcrrillville Police

2



'l'on,n CountiL Meeting Minutes 08/09/2022

Officers have been very busy this summer. Chief Cuttino also informed the council that there were 4,600
calls ot service. l8T tickets and 157 warnings for the month ofJune.

Director Price informed the council there was a corvette show that went really well last weekend at the
Dean & Barbra White Community Center. August ZO,2022 the Dean & Barbra White Community Center
will be hosting the Forever Young Sports Cards Memorabilia Autograph Show. On August 20, 2022
Horace Grant, Chris Zorich and Raheem Rocket Ishmael will be at the Dean & Barbra White Communrty
Center for autographs. On August 21, 2022 Khalil Herbert and Jaquan Brisker will be at the Dean &
Barbra White Community Center for autographs. Admission is free for the events on August 20 & 2l ,

2022. Director Price also stated the new open gym hours will be posted for after school which will be
Monday-Friday until 5:00P.M.

GENERAL ORDERS

A. Ordinances

First Readings: (Discussion antl Roll Call)

Second Readings: (Discussion, Public Comment and Roll Call Vote)

B. Resolutions: (Discussion and Voice Vote)

C. Ameican Rescue Plan
AP Voucher Register Summary for ARP Purchases for June 14, 2022

Councilman Minchuk made a motion to approve the AP Voucher Register Summary for $129,807.52,
seconded by Councilman Pettit.

Motion carried by Voice vote.

D. BZA Actions & L-4RGE GATHERING ACTIONS

Petitioner: Gupqral singh
Owner: Gupqral Singh
Request: Variance of Use Approval
Purpose: To Allow a LED Outdoor Message Center
Location: 7590 Broadway
Zoning: C-2 Community Commercial Zoning District
Case #: Zl4Uv3-0722
Planning and Building Director Shine elaborated towards the BZA Action-
Councilman Pettit made a motion to approve the BZA Action, seconded by Councilman Minchuk
No further questions or commen(s from the council.
Motion carried by voice vote

Petitioner: Amina Taylor
Owner: John Amico
Request: Special Exception Approval
Purpose: Cosmetology School
Location: 48 West 67'h Ave
Zoning: C-2 Community Commercial 7-oning District
Crse #: Zl5E7 -0722
Planning and Building Director Shine elaborated towards the BZA Action.
Councilman Spann made a motion to approve the BZA Action, seconded by Councilman White
No turther questions or comments from the council
Motion carried by voice vote

Petitioner: Fr. Mikolaj Markeiwicz SDS
Owner: Salvatorian Fathers
Request: Approval for a Large Gathering Permir Polonia Pilgrimage
Purpose: Reli gious Gathering
Location: 5755 Pennsylvanra St
Dates: Fri August 14,2022 l0:00A.M.-5:00P.M.
Planning and Building Director Shine elaborated towards the BZA Action.
Councilman Pettit made a motion to approve the BZA Action, seconded by Councilman Spann
No further questions or comments from the council.
Motion carried by voice vote
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Owner: NWI Hindu Religious Center/Indian American Cultural center

Request: Approval for a Large Gathering Permit
Location: 8605 Merrillville Road
Purpose: lndia Fest
Dates: Saturday August 18, 2022 I l:00A.M. -5:00P.M.
Planning and Building Director Shine elaborated towatds the BZA Action.
Councilman White made a motion to approve the BZA Action, seconded by Councilman Pettit
No further questions or comments tiom the council.
Motion carried by voice vote.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEWAUSINESS

None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Pfan Commission Meeting August 16,2022 6:30 P.M.

RDC Meeting Au Elust 23,2O2Z at 6:00 P.M.

Town Council Meeting August 23,2022 at6:3OP.M.

Town Council Workshop September 6,2022 4:30 P.M.

ADJ

Moti

o Nr..

ourn bv White, seconded by C ncil Mee oLl

KB President e Ily ite Gibs

Minutes Submitted By Bitni Reillo

urer
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