DECEMBER 2018

The holidays are busy
times. As you set up
decorations, keep in
mind that pets are

curious about the new

things around the house.

Christmas trees can be
distracting to your pets,
especially cats. Cats may
want to climb the tree,
knock down ornaments
to play with, or hide
under or in the tree.
Please make sure that
you keep an eye on your
animals as they may
cause damage to
decorations and
sometimes to
themselves.


https://extension.illinois.edu/wildlife/

POISONICUS 4

PLANTS

Bright ornamental plants are a great way to
dress up the house during the holidays and
bring life to your home during the winter.
Pet owners should be aware that many of
these common plants are poisonous to their

furry family members.

Toxicity ranges from mild to severe, and the
amount of plant your pet eats determines
how sick it might become. In general,
gastrointestinal upset is the most common
result, but if enough plant material is eaten,

seizures, coma, or death is possible.

Curious puppies and kittens might want to
sample some of the new-in-the-house greens.
The dose is size-dependent, so puppies and
kittens are most often at greatest risk for

plant poisonings.

POINSETTA PLANTS

It is a myth that
poinsettias are a
highly toxic
plant. Poinsettias
contain a milky
white sap that
can cause mild
vomiting,
drooling, and
diarrhea when
ingested by pets,
but more serious
toxicity is not
expected.

MISTLETOE and HOLLY

Mistletoe and holly are considered to be
moderate to severely toxic, and you should call
your veterinarian or poison control center

immediately forspecific advice if your pet eats

either one of these very common holiday plants.

COMMON CLINICAL SIGNS

Signs most commonly seen with toxic plant

ingestion relate to the gastrointestinal tract:
vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, and
sometimes excessive salivation (drooling). In
some cases, such as holly berry ingestion,
tremors or seizures could occur, followed by

coma and death.

LILIES and DAFFODILS

Plant bulb kits featuring amaryllis, other plants in

the lily family, narcissus, and other plants in the
daffodil family are a popular gift and decor items
during the holiday season. Pet owners should be

aware that these plants are very toxic to cats.

They sometimes can cause severe symptoms of
gastrointestinal distress, cardiac arrhythmias,
kidney failure, convulsions, and death.
Daffodils are toxic to both dogs and cats,

especially the bulbs.

CHRISTMAS TREES

Don't forget about the Christmas tree. Evergreen
Christmas trees are considered to be mildly
toxic. The fir tree oils can irritate the mouth
and stomach, causing excessive drooling or
vomiting. The tree needles are not easily
digested and can cause GI irritation, vomiting,
gastrointestinal obstruction, or puncture. As
noted earlier, the amount of trouble depends on
how much is consumed. Many times, pets don't
consume mass quantities of tree material, but it
is still good to be aware of the risk.

WATCH YOUR PLANTS AND YOUR PETS

Monitor your pet's interest in the plants. To be
100 percent safe, do not bring toxic live plants
into your house. If you are unsure about a plant,
look it up to check toxicity. Monitor your pet's
interest in eating plants and place plants out of
reach. Check the plants for any signs of chewing

or missing leaves.
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Wihtér weafher and animals

Dogs might seem to have more fun in the cold than people do,
but long-term exposure can be dangerous.

Animal control officers warn that the bitter cold is dangerous to
animals, and state law requires owners to provide protection in
extreme weather. As temperatures drop Madison County Animal
Care and Control receives daily calls from concerned citizens

when they see animals outside.

Katherine Condor, animal care and control manager, said the
public should take into consideration the weather and what type
of shelter a dog stays in outside. She said her office gets calls
daily for welfare checks when the temperature is below freezing

and snow is on the ground.

Illinois state law requires dogs to have food and fresh, drinkable
water, as well as a shelter consisting of at least three walls and
a roof. Some people put a water bowl partially into the ground

in an effort to keep the water from freezing, or there are heated

bowls available.

When Madison County receives complaints, animal control
officers will check on the dog's condition and see if state laws
regarding shelter, food and water are being met. If laws are
being met, Condor said there is not much that can be done.

Condor said breed can play a role in how an animal reacts in the

cold.

"Some dogs are made for cold weather more than others,” Condor
said. “You know, the little Chihuahuas probably can't hang like

the Huskies can."

Illinois” Humane Care for Animals Act was amended in 2016 to
include a line that says no cat or dog owner can leave their pet
in extreme heat or cold to the extent that the animal is injured
or killed. If the animal is injured or killed, then the police get
involved. The first offense is a Class A misdemeanor — which

means up to a year in jail, and a $2500 dollar fine.




Make yoyr own

Santa

pet treatd

-
noggle nonu‘s Ingredients:

1 Cup Flour

1 Cup Oats

1/3 Cup Coconut Oil
1/2 Cup Peanut Butter
2 Eggs

For the topping:

Greek Yogurt

Bacon Bits

Directions:

1. Preheat your oven to 375 degrees. Spray a donut pan with cooking
spray and set aside.

2. 1n a large bowl, combine all ingredients (except yogurt and bacon
bits). You can mix with a spoon or use your hands (super fun for
kids!). Mix until a dough forms.

3. Use your hands to press the dough into the donut pan. Fill each
donut cavity and press firmly to ensure everything sticks together (it
won't rise, so you should make sure each space is tightly packed).

4. Bake in your preheated oven at 375 degrees for approximately 14
mins or until cooked completely.

5. Allow to cool, then carefully remove the donuts from the pan. Now
you're ready to decorate them.

6. Set out a small bowl of plan Greek yogurt and another of bacon
bits. Dip each donut carefully in the yogurt, then sprinkle with bacon
bits.

7. Place your finished donuts in the freezer for a few moments to
harden the yogurt.

Ingredients

5 oz tuna in water drained c t -p c t
1 egg a Ill a
Treats

1/2 cup flour

1/4 cup wheat germ
1/2 cup cornmeal

1/4 cup wheat flour
1/4 cup water

1/2 tablespoon catnip
Instructions

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. Line a cookie sheet with parchment paper.

3. Mix all ingredients in a large bowl!l until combined. 7
4, Form into a dough. Dough will be sticky. ~

5. Place dough onto a floured surface. 4

6. Pull off small pieces of dough and roll into small balls.

7. Push the dough down so the treat is the size of a nickel and place on parchment
paper.
8. Bake at 350 for 20 minutes.

9. Serve after cooled completely.



DECEMBER EVENTS

click on picture for more info
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Joinus forwine sampling,
light appetizers, music and fun!

TICKETS:
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Silent Auction

Wine Raffle

*Cash Bar Available Hope Merchandise

To purchase tickets, please visit:
wwwhoperescues.com

All proceeds to benefit HOPE ANIMAL RESCUES
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Name, Age & Breed
Bubs, 14, Dachshund
Dog (pronounced Dough-
j), but I go by Dodo, 6,
Bassett Hound

Dexter, 4, Bassett Hound
Brownie, 9 months,
hound mix

Occupation: Nap takers & professional thieves
(steal any and all food we can)

Owner: Kimberly Beard, Animal Care and
Control Clerk

Favorite Food?

Dodo:It’s not dog food. We all
love pizza. Our favorite kind
is meal lovers.

Bubs: I know we shouldn’t
have it, but who doesn’t love
pizzaé

Favorite Place?
Bubs: Is there any
better place than on
the couch?

Dexler: The couch is
the best.

Do you have any special talents?
Brownie: I'm still young, but I
can catch my yum-yum treats.

I learned from the older ones.
Bubs: I mostly lay around, but
still like my yum-yums.

Squeaky or Bouncy?
Brownie: Both. I'm young
and like to play and Dexter
is the only one who will.
The others are too old.
Dexter: I enjoy playing,
but Brownie can wear me
out. He wears her out with
all that energy.

It's the weekend, what are your
plans?

Dodo: If it’s warm enough I
want to be outside basking in

the sun.

Dexter: I agree. Love being
outside in the sun, laying
around.

Guilty Pleasure

Bubs: Take lots of naps. I'm
old and I enjoy them.
Brownie: Getting to spend
time with her because she calls
me her “foster fail.” She
brought me and my sibling
home from Stray Rescue until
a home could be found. Guess
what? I'm still around ‘cause
she loves me.

What's something annoying that your person does?
Bubs: You're joking¢ You mean you don’t know?¢

Dodo: It’s when she comes home smelling like other dogs.
Dexter: That smell. It's how vou know she’s cheating on us.
Brownie: I don't get it. Why does she smell like that?



CHRISTMAS COLORING
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