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Meowy Christmas! 

T h e  h o l i d a y s  a r e  b u s y

t i m e s .  A s  y o u  s e t  u p

d e c o r a t i o n s ,  k e e p  i n

m i n d  t h a t  p e t s  a r e

c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  n e w

t h i n g s  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e .  

 

C h r i s t m a s  t r e e s  c a n  b e

d i s t r a c t i n g  t o  y o u r  p e t s ,

e s p e c i a l l y  c a t s .  C a t s  m a y

w a n t  t o  c l i m b  t h e  t r e e ,

k n o c k  d o w n  o r n a m e n t s

t o  p l a y  w i t h ,  o r  h i d e

u n d e r  o r  i n  t h e  t r e e .

P l e a s e  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t

y o u  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  y o u r

a n i m a l s  a s  t h e y  m a y

c a u s e  d a m a g e  t o

d e c o r a t i o n s  a n d

s o m e t i m e s  t o

t h e m s e l v e s .  

 

Meowy Christmas! 

https://extension.illinois.edu/wildlife/


B r i g h t  o r n a m e n t a l  p l a n t s  a r e  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o

d r e s s  u p  t h e  h o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y s  a n d

b r i n g  l i f e  t o  y o u r  h o m e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .

P e t  o w n e r s  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  m a n y  o f

t h e s e  c o m m o n  p l a n t s  a r e  p o i s o n o u s  t o  t h e i r

f u r r y  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  

 

T o x i c i t y  r a n g e s  f r o m  m i l d  t o  s e v e r e ,  a n d  t h e

a m o u n t  o f  p l a n t  y o u r  p e t  e a t s  d e t e r m i n e s

h o w  s i c k  i t  m i g h t  b e c o m e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,

g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  u p s e t  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n

r e s u l t ,  b u t  i f  e n o u g h  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  i s  e a t e n ,

s e i z u r e s ,  c o m a ,  o r  d e a t h  i s  p o s s i b l e .  

 

C u r i o u s  p u p p i e s  a n d  k i t t e n s  m i g h t  w a n t  t o

s a m p l e  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e w - i n - t h e - h o u s e  g r e e n s .

T h e  d o s e  i s  s i z e - d e p e n d e n t ,  s o  p u p p i e s  a n d

k i t t e n s  a r e  m o s t  o f t e n  a t  g r e a t e s t  r i s k  f o r

p l a n t  p o i s o n i n g s .  

POISONIOUS 

PLANTS

I t  i s  a  m y t h  t h a t

p o i n s e t t i a s  a r e  a

h i g h l y  t o x i c

p l a n t .  P o i n s e t t i a s

c o n t a i n  a  m i l k y

w h i t e  s a p  t h a t

c a n  c a u s e  m i l d

v o m i t i n g ,

d r o o l i n g ,  a n d

d i a r r h e a  w h e n

i n g e s t e d  b y  p e t s ,

b u t  m o r e  s e r i o u s

t o x i c i t y  i s  n o t

e x p e c t e d .  

M i s t l e t o e  a n d  h o l l y  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e

m o d e r a t e  t o  s e v e r e l y  t o x i c ,  a n d  y o u  s h o u l d  c a l l

y o u r  v e t e r i n a r i a n  o r  p o i s o n  c o n t r o l  c e n t e r

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r s p e c i f i c  a d v i c e  i f  y o u r  p e t  e a t s

e i t h e r  o n e  o f  t h e s e  v e r y  c o m m o n  h o l i d a y  p l a n t s .    

POINSETTA PLANTS

MISTLETOE             HOLLYand    

P l a n t  b u l b  k i t s  f e a t u r i n g  a m a r y l l i s ,  o t h e r  p l a n t s  i n

t h e  l i l y  f a m i l y ,  n a r c i s s u s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e

d a f f o d i l  f a m i l y  a r e  a  p o p u l a r  g i f t  a n d  d e c o r  i t e m s

d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n .  P e t  o w n e r s  s h o u l d  b e

a w a r e  t h a t  t h e s e  p l a n t s  a r e  v e r y  t o x i c  t o  c a t s .    

D o n ' t  f o r g e t  a b o u t  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e .  E v e r g r e e n

C h r i s t m a s  t r e e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  m i l d l y

t o x i c .  T h e  f i r  t r e e  o i l s  c a n  i r r i t a t e  t h e  m o u t h

a n d  s t o m a c h ,  c a u s i n g  e x c e s s i v e  d r o o l i n g  o r

v o m i t i n g .  T h e  t r e e  n e e d l e s  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y

d i g e s t e d  a n d  c a n  c a u s e  G I  i r r i t a t i o n ,  v o m i t i n g ,

g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  o b s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  p u n c t u r e .  A s

n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t r o u b l e  d e p e n d s  o n

h o w  m u c h  i s  c o n s u m e d .  M a n y  t i m e s ,  p e t s  d o n ' t

c o n s u m e  m a s s  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t r e e  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  i t

i s  s t i l l  g o o d  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  r i s k .    

CHRISTMAS TREES

LILIES               DAFFODILSand        

T h e y  s o m e t i m e s  c a n  c a u s e  s e v e r e  s y m p t o m s  o f

g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  d i s t r e s s ,  c a r d i a c  a r r h y t h m i a s ,

k i d n e y  f a i l u r e ,  c o n v u l s i o n s ,  a n d  d e a t h .

D a f f o d i l s  a r e  t o x i c  t o  b o t h  d o g s  a n d  c a t s ,

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b u l b s .  

S i g n s  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  s e e n  w i t h  t o x i c  p l a n t

i n g e s t i o n  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  t r a c t :

v o m i t i n g ,  d i a r r h e a ,  a b d o m i n a l  p a i n ,  a n d

s o m e t i m e s  e x c e s s i v e  s a l i v a t i o n  ( d r o o l i n g ) .  I n

s o m e  c a s e s ,  s u c h  a s  h o l l y  b e r r y  i n g e s t i o n ,

t r e m o r s  o r  s e i z u r e s  c o u l d  o c c u r ,  f o l l o w e d  b y

c o m a  a n d  d e a t h .  

COMMON CLINICAL SIGNS WATCH YOUR PLANTS AND YOUR PETS

M o n i t o r  y o u r  p e t ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p l a n t s .  T o  b e

1 0 0  p e r c e n t  s a f e ,  d o  n o t  b r i n g  t o x i c  l i v e  p l a n t s

i n t o  y o u r  h o u s e .  I f  y o u  a r e  u n s u r e  a b o u t  a  p l a n t ,

l o o k  i t  u p  t o  c h e c k  t o x i c i t y .  M o n i t o r  y o u r  p e t ' s

i n t e r e s t  i n  e a t i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  p l a c e  p l a n t s  o u t  o f

r e a c h .  C h e c k  t h e  p l a n t s  f o r  a n y  s i g n s  o f  c h e w i n g

o r  m i s s i n g  l e a v e s .  
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D o g s  m i g h t  s e e m  t o  h a v e  m o r e  f u n  i n  t h e  c o l d  t h a n  p e o p l e  d o ,

b u t  l o n g - t e r m  e x p o s u r e  c a n  b e  d a n g e r o u s .  

A n i m a l  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r s  w a r n  t h a t  t h e  b i t t e r  c o l d  i s  d a n g e r o u s  t o

a n i m a l s ,  a n d  s t a t e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  o w n e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  i n

e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r .  A s  t e m p e r a t u r e s  d r o p  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  A n i m a l

C a r e  a n d  C o n t r o l  r e c e i v e s  d a i l y  c a l l s  f r o m  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s

w h e n  t h e y  s e e  a n i m a l s  o u t s i d e .  

 

K a t h e r i n e  C o n d o r ,  a n i m a l  c a r e  a n d  c o n t r o l  m a n a g e r ,  s a i d  t h e

p u b l i c  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  w e a t h e r  a n d  w h a t  t y p e

o f  s h e l t e r  a  d o g  s t a y s  i n  o u t s i d e .  S h e  s a i d  h e r  o f f i c e  g e t s  c a l l s

d a i l y  f o r  w e l f a r e  c h e c k s  w h e n  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  i s  b e l o w  f r e e z i n g

a n d  s n o w  i s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  

 

I l l i n o i s  s t a t e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  d o g s  t o  h a v e  f o o d  a n d  f r e s h ,  d r i n k a b l e

w a t e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s h e l t e r  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  w a l l s  a n d

a  r o o f .  S o m e  p e o p l e  p u t  a  w a t e r  b o w l  p a r t i a l l y  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d

i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  t h e  w a t e r  f r o m  f r e e z i n g ,  o r  t h e r e  a r e  h e a t e d

b o w l s  a v a i l a b l e .  

 

W h e n  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  r e c e i v e s  c o m p l a i n t s ,  a n i m a l  c o n t r o l

o f f i c e r s  w i l l  c h e c k  o n  t h e  d o g ' s  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  s e e  i f  s t a t e  l a w s

r e g a r d i n g  s h e l t e r ,  f o o d  a n d  w a t e r  a r e  b e i n g  m e t .  I f  l a w s  a r e

b e i n g  m e t ,  C o n d o r  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  n o t  m u c h  t h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e .  

 

C o n d o r  s a i d  b r e e d  c a n  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  h o w  a n  a n i m a l  r e a c t s  i n  t h e

c o l d .  

 

" S o m e  d o g s  a r e  m a d e  f o r  c o l d  w e a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  o t h e r s , ”  C o n d o r

s a i d .  “ Y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  l i t t l e  C h i h u a h u a s  p r o b a b l y  c a n ' t  h a n g  l i k e

t h e  H u s k i e s  c a n . "  

 

I l l i n o i s ’  H u m a n e  C a r e  f o r  A n i m a l s  A c t  w a s  a m e n d e d  i n  2 0 1 6  t o

i n c l u d e  a  l i n e  t h a t  s a y s  n o  c a t  o r  d o g  o w n e r  c a n  l e a v e  t h e i r  p e t

i n  e x t r e m e  h e a t  o r  c o l d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  a n i m a l  i s  i n j u r e d

o r  k i l l e d .  I f  t h e  a n i m a l  i s  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d ,  t h e n  t h e  p o l i c e  g e t

i n v o l v e d .    T h e  f i r s t  o f f e n s e  i s  a  C l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r  —  w h i c h

m e a n s  u p  t o  a  y e a r  i n  j a i l ,  a n d  a  $ 2 5 0 0  d o l l a r  f i n e .  

K e e p  y o u r  h o m e  h u m i d i f i e d  a n d  d r y  y o u r

p e t  w i t h  a  t o w e l  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  c o m e s  i n

f r o m  t h e  c o l d .  M a k e  s u r e  t h e  a n i m a l ' s

f e e t  a r e  f r e e  o f  s n o w .  W a s h  y o u r  p e t ' s

f e e t  a n d  s t o m a c h  a f t e r  a  w a l k  t o  r e m o v e

i c e ,  s a l t  a n d  c h e m i c a l s .  

 

F u l l y  b a t h e  y o u r  p e t s  a s  l i t t l e  a s

p o s s i b l e  d u r i n g  c o l d  w e a t h e r .  T o o  m a n y

b a t h s  c a n  g e t  r i d  o f  e s s e n t i a l  o i l s .  I f  y o u

m u s t  g i v e  y o u r  p e t  a  b a t h ,  u s e  a

m o i s t u r i z i n g  s h a m p o o  a n d / o r  r i n s e .  

 

U s e  p e t r o l e u m  j e l l y  o r  o t h e r  p a w

p r o t e c t a n t s  o n  p a w s  b e f o r e  g o i n g  o u t .

Y o u  c a n  g o  a s  f a r  a s  p u t t i n g  o n  b o o t i e s

t o  k e e p  s a n d  a n d  s a l t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r

p a d s .  W h e n  p o s s i b l e ,  u s e  p e t - f r i e n d l y  i c e

m e l t s  o n  y o u r  s i d e w a l k s .  

 

D o n ' t  s h a v e  y o u r  d o g  i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  A

l o n g e r  c o a t  w i l l  g i v e  y o u r  d o g s  m o r e

i n s u l a t i o n .  I f  y o u r  d o g  i s  a  s h o r t - h a i r e d

p u p ,  c o n s i d e r  a  c o a t  o r  s w e a t e r  w i t h  a

h i g h  c o l l a r  o r  t u r t l e n e c k .  A l s o  m a k e  s u r e

i t  c o v e r s  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  t a i l  t o  t h e

b e l l y .  

 

F e e d  y o u r  p e t  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r

m o n t h s  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  h e  h a s  e n o u g h  t o

d r i n k .  P e t s  b u r n  e x t r a  e n e r g y  t r y i n g  t o

s t a y  w a r m .  T h e  e x t r a  w a t e r  c a n  k e e p  h i m

h y d r a t e d  a n d  h i s  s k i n  l e s s  d r y .  

 

M a k e  s u r e  y o u r  p e t  h a s  a  w a r m  p l a c e  t o

s l e e p ,  o f f  o f  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  a w a y  f r o m

d r a f t s .  

 

I f  i t ' s  t o o  c o l d  f o r  y o u  o u t s i d e ,  i t ' s  t o o

c o l d  f o r  y o u r  p e t .  P e t s  l e f t  o u t s i d e  c a n

f r e e z e ,  b e c o m e  d i s o r i e n t e d ,  l o s t ,  s t o l e n ,

i n j u r e d  o r  e v e n  k i l l e d .  A n d  d o n ' t  l e t

t h e m  i n  a  c a r .  C a r s  c a n  a c t  a s

r e f r i g e r a t o r s  a n d  c a n  h o l d  t h e  c o l d  i n

a n d  c a u s e  a n i m a l s  t o  f r e e z e  t o  d e a t h .  

TIPS  TO KEEP YOUR PETS SAFE

PROTECT YOUR PETS

Winter weather and animals



C a t n i p  C a t  
T r e a t s    

I n g r e d i e n t s  

•  5  o z  t u n a  i n  w a t e r  d r a i n e d  

•  1  e g g  

•  1 / 2  c u p  f l o u r  

•  1 / 4  c u p  w h e a t  g e r m  

•  1 / 2  c u p  c o r n m e a l  

•  1 / 4  c u p  w h e a t  f l o u r  

•  1 / 4  c u p  w a t e r  

•  1 / 2  t a b l e s p o o n  c a t n i p  

I n s t r u c t i o n s  

1 .  P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0  d e g r e e s .  

2 .  L i n e  a  c o o k i e  s h e e t  w i t h  p a r c h m e n t  p a p e r .  

3 .  M i x  a l l  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  a  l a r g e  b o w l  u n t i l  c o m b i n e d .  

4 .  F o r m  i n t o  a  d o u g h .  D o u g h  w i l l  b e  s t i c k y .  

5 .  P l a c e  d o u g h  o n t o  a  f l o u r e d  s u r f a c e .  

6 .  P u l l  o f f  s m a l l  p i e c e s  o f  d o u g h  a n d  r o l l  i n t o  s m a l l  b a l l s .  

7 .  P u s h  t h e  d o u g h  d o w n  s o  t h e  t r e a t  i s  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  n i c k e l  a n d  p l a c e  o n  p a r c h m e n t

p a p e r .  

8 .  B a k e  a t  3 5 0  f o r  2 0  m i n u t e s .  

9 .  S e r v e  a f t e r  c o o l e d  c o m p l e t e l y .  

 

I n g r e d i e n t s :  

•  1  C u p  F l o u r  

•  1  C u p  O a t s  

•  1 / 3  C u p  C o c o n u t  O i l  

•  1 / 2  C u p  P e a n u t  B u t t e r  

•  2  E g g s  

F o r  t h e  t o p p i n g :  

•  G r e e k  Y o g u r t  

•  B a c o n  B i t s  

 

D i r e c t i o n s :  

1 .  P r e h e a t  y o u r  o v e n  t o  3 7 5  d e g r e e s .  S p r a y  a  d o n u t  p a n  w i t h  c o o k i n g

s p r a y  a n d  s e t  a s i d e .  

2 .  I n  a  l a r g e  b o w l ,  c o m b i n e  a l l  i n g r e d i e n t s  ( e x c e p t  y o g u r t  a n d  b a c o n

b i t s ) .  Y o u  c a n  m i x  w i t h  a  s p o o n  o r  u s e  y o u r  h a n d s  ( s u p e r  f u n  f o r

k i d s ! ) .  M i x  u n t i l  a  d o u g h  f o r m s .  

3 .  U s e  y o u r  h a n d s  t o  p r e s s  t h e  d o u g h  i n t o  t h e  d o n u t  p a n .  F i l l  e a c h

d o n u t  c a v i t y  a n d  p r e s s  f i r m l y  t o  e n s u r e  e v e r y t h i n g  s t i c k s  t o g e t h e r  ( i t

w o n ' t  r i s e ,  s o  y o u  s h o u l d  m a k e  s u r e  e a c h  s p a c e  i s  t i g h t l y  p a c k e d ) .  

4 .  B a k e  i n  y o u r  p r e h e a t e d  o v e n  a t  3 7 5  d e g r e e s  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 4

m i n s  o r  u n t i l  c o o k e d  c o m p l e t e l y .  

5 .  A l l o w  t o  c o o l ,  t h e n  c a r e f u l l y  r e m o v e  t h e  d o n u t s  f r o m  t h e  p a n .  N o w

y o u ' r e  r e a d y  t o  d e c o r a t e  t h e m .  

6 .  S e t  o u t  a  s m a l l  b o w l  o f  p l a n  G r e e k  y o g u r t  a n d  a n o t h e r  o f  b a c o n

b i t s .  D i p  e a c h  d o n u t  c a r e f u l l y  i n  t h e  y o g u r t ,  t h e n  s p r i n k l e  w i t h  b a c o n

b i t s .  

7 .  P l a c e  y o u r  f i n i s h e d  d o n u t s  i n  t h e  f r e e z e r  f o r  a  f e w  m o m e n t s  t o

h a r d e n  t h e  y o g u r t .    

D o g g i e  D o n u t s    

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    

M a k e  y o u r  o w n  

S a n t a  

p e t  t r e a t s   



Oct. 2 
 

Nov. 5 

 

Nov. 5  

DECEMBER EVENTS
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click on picture for more info

Dec. 22  
Petco, Edwarsville

Quarter Auction for 
Granite City APA
Dec. 3

Dec. 1

Dec. 1

Dec. 2

Dec. 1

Dec. 8

Dec. 31

https://www.facebook.com/events/250412338984848/
https://www.facebook.com/events/471563683363901/
https://www.facebook.com/events/197774544446330/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2269988819739020/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2170309406616861/
https://www.facebook.com/events/481051412403319/
https://www.facebook.com/events/276189036572080/


Name, Age & Breed
Bubs, 14, Dachshund 
Dog (pronounced Dough- 
j), but I go by Dodo, 6, 
Bassett Hound 
Dexter, 4, Bassett Hound 
Brownie, 9 months, 
hound mix 
 

Occupation: Nap takers & professional thieves 
(steal any and all food we can)

Owner:  Kimberly Beard, Animal Care and 
Control Clerk

Favorite Place? 
Bubs: Is there any 
better place than on 
the couch? 
Dexter: The couch is 
the best. 
 
 

What's something annoying that your person does?  

Guilty Pleasure  
 

Favorite Food? 
 

It's the weekend, what are your 
plans?

Do you have any special talents? 

Unleash the 

 

HOUNDS

Squeaky or Bouncy? 
Brownie: Both. I’m young 
and like to play and Dexter 
is the only one who will. 
The others are too old. 
Dexter: I enjoy playing, 
but Brownie can wear me 
out. He wears her out with 
all that energy. 

Bubs: Take lots of naps. I’m 
old and I enjoy them. 
Brownie: Getting to spend 
time with her because she calls 
me her “foster fail.” She 
brought me and my sibling 
home from Stray Rescue until 
a home could be found. Guess 
what? I’m still around ‘cause 
she loves me. 
 
 

Dodo:It’s not dog food. We all 
love pizza. Our favorite kind 
is meat lovers. 
Bubs: I know we shouldn’t 
have it, but who doesn’t love 
pizza? 
 
 
Brownie: I’m still young, but I 
can catch my yum-yum treats. 
I learned from the older ones. 
Bubs: I mostly lay around, but 
still like my yum-yums. 
 

Dodo: If it’s warm enough I 
want to be outside basking in 
the sun. 
Dexter: I agree. Love being 
outside in the sun, laying 
around. 

Bubs: You’re joking? You mean you don’t know? 
Dodo: It’s when she comes home smelling like other dogs. 
 Dexter: That smell. It's how you know she’s cheating on us. 
Brownie: I don't get it. Why does she smell like that? 
 



end ofvisit us 

CHRISTMAS COLORING  

http://www.facebook.com/MadisonCountyAnimalControl/
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/animal_control/index.php

