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A Guide to Cycling Jefferson County 
Jefferson County’s diverse glacial terrain, 
extensive system of scenic back-country roads, 
and two of Wisconsin’s premier bicycle trails- 
the Glacial Drumlin State Trail and the Glacial 
River Trail- provide nearly unlimited 
opportunities for bicycling enthusiasts.  The 
Glacial River Trail features an unique covered 
bridge, and runs from Dodge County to the 
north and Rock County to the south.  The portion of the trail in Jefferson County  
has about 17 miles of off-road path segments, with the remainder being on road. 
 
Other recreational attractions include the Kettle Moraine State Forest, Aztalan 
State Park, the Sandhill Station State Campground (convenient to bicyclists just off 
the Glacial Drumlin Trail), the 10,089-acres Lake Koshkonong, and 17 individual 
County parks.  The Glacial Drumlin Trail headquarters is located in the restored 
railroad depot in Lake Mills. 
 
Parking lots are located along Highway 26 (at the intersection of the Glacial 
Drumlin Trail and Glacial River Trail), Switzke Road, and in Sullivan just south of 
Highway 18 on Palmyra Street/Highway E. (See symbol on map) 
 
Two Major Trails 
  - Glacial Drumlin Trail: approximately 25 miles in Jefferson County 
  - Glacial River Trail: approximately 35.5 miles in Jefferson County 
 

Riding Conditions 
You will find that most roadways in Jefferson County are 
friendly to bicyclists, except for the busiest state 
highways.  Such roads carry high volumes of car and 
truck traffic, but may have paved shoulders.  County 
highways typically have moderate traffic volumes, with 
many being upgraded with ample paved shoulders.  
Most town roads are paved to narrower widths and are 
more lightly traveled. 
 
This guide map was designed to identify low stress 
bicycling routes that provide direct access between communities.  As part of 
planning and development occurring within Jefferson County, look for certain 
sections of recommended routes to be scheduled for 
additional bicycling improvements in the future. 
 

 
Since "every road is a bicycling road," this map also depicts 
relative conditions on a variety of roadways as determined 
by the 1996 and 2008 studies of existing conditions for 
bicycling within Jefferson County, with review and updates 
in 2014.  Such conditions assume that the cyclist is over age 
16 and has had drivers training. 
 
 
 

GLACIAL RIVER TRAIL- multi-use paths separated from the 
roadway: asphalt 

 

GLACIAL RIVER TRAIL ON  ROADWAYS 
 
GLACIAL DRUMLIN TRAIL- multi-use paths separated from 
the roadway: crushed stone 
 
DESIGNATED BICYCLE ROUTES  between 
communities on low-volume roads 
(These routes are marked with Jefferson County Bike 

Route Signs) 
 

MORE DIFFICULT SEGMENTS  due to 
higher traffic volumes: use extra caution riding through 
these areas 

 

ROADWAY SUITABLE for shared bicycle/motor vehicle use 
 
ROADWAY MAY BE SUITABLE depending on individual 
cyclist's skill level 
 

ROADWAY NOT RECOMMENDED as bike route in current 
Condition 

 

ROADWAY NOT EVALUATED 

 

CONNECTS TO BICYCLE ROUTES  in adjacent counties 
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 Jefferson County: 
 An Overview 
 
Jefferson County is ideally located 
between the Milwaukee, Madison and 
Chicago metropolitan areas.  It offers cyclists a pleasant mixture of 
natural resource features and community amenities.  Jefferson County is 
the home of TREK USA Bicycle Corporation and is a leading area for 
bicycling enthusiasts. 
 
Every season offers residents and visitors a 
wide variety of opportunities for diverse 

outdoor 
recreation: 
kayaking, 
canoeing, 
horseback 
riding, hiking, skydiving, hot-air 
ballooning, golfing, hang-gliding, rock  
climbing, and more! 
 

The aim of the Jefferson County Parks Department is to have a 
well-connected bicycle 
transportation system linking 
communities and activity generators. 
The hope is for bicycle facilities that 
enrich the small town lifestyle, 
contribute to tourism, support active 
lifestyles and enable residents and 
visitors to experience the scenic  
beauty of Jefferson County.  The  Jefferson County Parks Department’s 

broader purpose is to preserve natural resources 
for public use and conservation, to operate a 
parks system with resource-oriented recreation, 
trails (including bicycling) and special use parks; 
and to expand the parks system for 
environmental and land use benefits and the 
health and enjoyment of its residents and 
visitors. This growing system of large parks, 
extensive trails and natural areas give form to 
Jefferson County communities and rural 
landscape. The Jefferson County Parks System is 

fundamental in creating special places to live, vital and distinctive 
communities and working farms. The parks system provides multiple 
recreation facilities for all ages and abilities in a way that balances 
recreation and conservation values. 
  

The Glacial Heritage Area (GHA) is a network 
of parks, wildlife and natural areas, historic 
and cultural sites connected to each other 
and nearby cities and villages by trails, 
waterways, and preserves- like pearls on a 
string.  The GHA provides recreational 

activities, preserves wildlife and water resources, complements voluntary 
protection of working farms, combines ecology and economies to 
improve residents' quality of life and unites various groups with the 
common goal of preserving these precious pearls.  This string of pearls is 
also an economic development engine that meets a growing demand for 
accessible and diverse recreational choices between Madison and 
Milwaukee. 
 
Parts of the network are in place and offer exceptional opportunities to 
bike, bird watch, hunt, paddle, fish, and hike. Additional portions are in 
the works. 
 
Day-trippers will find revitalized Main Street 
shopping districts featuring bakeries, coffee shops, 
ice cream parlors, microbreweries, wineries and 
retail destinations that range from antiques and 
specialty shops to a brand name outlet center.  
Many of these places are convenient to designated 
bike trails! 

 
Jefferson County's Council for 
the Performing Arts, the well-known Fireside Dinner 
Theater, and many community theater troupes offer 
another dimension of recreation. 
 
And then there are the 
Festivals!  Jefferson's 
Gemuetlichkeit Days, 
Watertown's 4-day 
music-filled Riverfest, 

Fort Atkinson's Buckskinner's Rendezvous, 
and the Jefferson County Fair are but a few 
of the fabulous events that await you. 

 
And there is no shortage of historical 
attractions - such as the Octagon House 
Museum, America's First Kindergarten, the 
National Dairy Shrine and Aztalan State 
Park. 
 
There's so much to see and do in Jefferson 
County - you'll be glad to know there are 
plenty of campgrounds, cottages, bed and 

breakfasts, and hotels to accommodate you.  
 
Want to know more?  The Jefferson County 
Tourism Council publishes an annual visitor's 
guide dedicated to providing useful and 
comprehensive information to guide your 
exploration of the County's small and 
mid-size communities and its nearly 600 
square miles of rural landscapes that provide a 
welcome respite from Wisconsin's most 
populated areas. 

Learn more at: 

enjoyjeffersoncounty.com 

It is hoped that you will use this map as a 
relative guide to bicycling within Jefferson 

County. Remember that conditions are 
always changing and that there is no 

substitute for riding within your ability. 
The agencies involved in the development of 

this guide assume no liability for the 
personal safety of those using the Jefferson 

County Bicycle Map. 
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www.glacialdrumlin.com 

Phone: 920-568-5000 
Website: forthealthcare.com  
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Safety Information 
Familiarize yourself with Wisconsin traffic laws. Remember - a 
bicycle is a vehicle.  Always ride with the flow of traffic.  Stop for stop 
signs and use hand signals. 
 

Wear a Helmet 
Equip yourself with an approved helmet of the proper size and fit.  
Ride as near as practicable to the right edge.  Always ride on the 
right side of the road, with traffic.  Wisconsin law requires bicyclists, 
like motorists, to maintain safe clearance when passing parked or 
moving vehicles, which includes other bicycles. 
 

Use Hand Signals 
Signaling your intentions 50 feet in advance of turning or stopping is 
essential to let motor vehicle operators and riding companions know 
what you are about to do. 
 

Equip Your Bicycle Properly 
When riding after dark, you must use a white light visible at least 500 
feet to the front, and a red reflector visible at least 500 feet to the 
rear. 
 

Dress Appropriately 
Wear brightly colored clothing and carry a water resistant jacket 
for protection from sudden changes in weather and temperature. 
Stay alert on rural roads at night. Rural roads are not illuminated 
like city streets.  Use extra caution any time of day because the most 
severe crashes occur in rural areas where vehicles travel at faster 
speeds. 
 

Maintain a “Safety First” Attitude 
Select routes that meet your riding abilities. Maintain your bicycle. 
Brake carefully in wet weather or on slippery surfaces. Be careful of 
dogs and other animals. Know emergency procedures. 
 

Tourism Contacts 

Additional Bicycling Information: 

Map Credits: 
Jefferson County Parks Department 
Jefferson County Land Information Office 
Jefferson County Land & Water Conservation 
University of Wisconsin-Extension, Jefferson County Office 
 

Photo Credits 

Cambridge Chamber of Commerce      Nicholl Ostopowicz 
Jeff Draeger                                              2Rivers Bicycle & Outdoors 
The Fireside                                              Dan Seurer 
Gemuetlichkeit Days Committee          Kevin Wiesmann 
Chuck Hutchins                                        Wisconsin DNR 
Alex Kolacio-AtmosphAIR                        

Jefferson County Parks 
Department 
920-674-7260 
www.jeffersoncountywi.gov 
  
University of Wisconsin-
Extension Jefferson County 
Office 
920-674-7295 
jefferson.uwex.edu 
  
Glacial Drumlin Trail West 
Office 
(Lake Mills, WI) 
920-648-8774 
glacialdrumlin.com 
  
For copies of the statewide 
Wisconsin Bike Map and other 
tourism information 
call: 1-800-432-TRIP(8747) 
www.travelwisconsin.com 

Kettle Moraine State Forest 
Southern Unit Headquarters 
(Eagle, WI) 
262-594-6200 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/
kms 
  
Jefferson County Bicycle Club 
www.jcbc.info  
www.facebook.com/bike.jcbc 
  
2 Rivers Bicycle & Outdoors 
920-563-2222 (Fort Atkinson) 
920-261-4400 (Watertown) 
www.2riversbicycle.com 
  
Tour de Fort 
Every 3rd Sunday in August 
Register at: 
920-563-2222 
www.2riversbicycle.com 
  
  

Cambridge Area Chamber of 
Commerce 
608-423-3780 
www.cambridgewi.com 
  
Fort Atkinson Area Chamber 
of Commerce 
920-563-3210 
fortchamber.com 
  
Jefferson Chamber of 
Commerce 
920-674-4511 
jeffersonchamberwi.com 
  
Johnson Creek Area Chamber 
of Commerce 
920-699-4949 
johnsoncreekchamber.com 
  
Lake Mills Area Chamber of 
Commerce 
920-648-3585 
www.lakemills.org 
  
  

Palmyra Chamber of 
Commerce 
262-495-8316 
palmyrawi.com 
   
Waterloo Chamber of 
Commerce 
920-478-2500 
waterloowi.us/chamber 
  
Watertown Tourism Council 
920-261-6320 
www.watertownchamber.com 
  
Whitewater Tourism Council 
262-473-4005 
866-499-8687 
www.discoverwhitewater.org 
 
Jefferson County Tourism 
Council 
920-674-4511 
enjoyjeffersoncounty.com 

Fireman’s Park Community Center 

Memorial Gazebo in 

Veterans Park 

Mountain biking in 

Kettle Moraine 

State Forest 

Glacial River Trail between 

USH 18 & CTH J 

Rotary Park pedestrian bridge 

Glacial River Trail 

Glacial River Trail 

covered bridge 

Aerial view of downtown 

Watertown 

Octagon House Museum, America’s 

First Kindergarten 

Sullivan Veterans 

Memorial Park 

TREK USA Corporate 

Headquarters 

Glacial Drumlin Trail trestle bridge 

Glacial Drumlin Trail Headquarters 

The Birge Fountain in 

Downtown Whitewater 

A bike path through Brewery Hill Park 

Cam-Rock Park 

C.W. Parker Carousel 

Community Map Legend
These community maps depict recommended through routes for

adult cyclists, as of conditions existing in 2014.  Streets selected are
low to moderate stress bicycling routes.
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Lightly traveled,
shared-use streets that
make connections with the
county-wide bicycle system

More difficult segments
due to higher traffic
volumes and speeds:
use extra caution through
these areas.
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Multi-use trails that are
separated from vehicular
traffic.

Glacial River Trail/Path

Glacial Drumlin Trail

Ice Age Trail

Central business districts
with food, restrooms and
other services.

Parking areas

Community Parks

Schools

Photo location

Intra-Community
Bike Routes/Path

Glacial River Trail on
shared use streets
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