MEETING AGENDA

MEETING OF THE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Wednesday, September 5, 2018
6:30 P.M.
MEMORIAL HALL — MEMORIAL BUILDING
(Tentative & Subject to Change)

. CALL TO ORDER

. ROLL CALL

. PUBLIC COMMENT

. MINUTES - Review and approval of the minutes from the July 11, 2018, meeting.

. SIGNAGE IN THE HISTORIC DOWNTOWN DISTRICT

a) Case A-36-2018 — 36 S. Washington Street — Compass — Awning Sign

. PUBLIC MEETING - CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

a) Case HPC-06-2018 — 329 E. 6™ Street - Request for Certificate of Appropriateness
to restore a historic home on the National Register of Historic Places in the Robbins
Park Historic District.

. DISCUSSION

a) Memorial Hall 90™ Anniversary Celebration
ADJOURNMENT

The Village of Hinsdale is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who plan to attend any meetings and who
require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in
these meetings, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meetings or the
facilities, are requested to contact Darrell Langlois, ADA Coordinator at 630.789-7014 or
by TDD at 789-7022 promptly to allow the Village of Hinsdale to make reasonable
accommodations for those persons. website: www.villageofhinsdale.org



Approved

MINUTES
VILLAGE OF HINSDALE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
July 11, 2018 (Special Meeting)

Memorial Hall — Memorial Building, 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale
6:30 P.M.

Chairman Bohnen called the special meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) to order at 6:30 p.m. on July 11, 2018, in Memorial Hall in the Memorial Building, 19
East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale IL.

Present: Chairman Bohnen, Commissioner Prisby, Commissioner Weinberger,
Commissioner D’Arco, and Commissioner Williams

Absent: Commissioner Gonzalez and Commissioner Haarlow

Also Present: Chan Yu, Village Planner and Matt Stockmal, HPC Intern

Applicant for cases: A-31-2018, A-32-2018, HPC-05-2018

Public Comment — Village of Hinsdale Webpage Improvements

The HPC Intern, Mr. Matt Stockmal introduced new information he added under the
Village History section of the Hinsdale website. More notably added is a map showing the
areas of the two historic districts and a tax freeze savings calculator.

The HPC stated it is a good start towards improving the website and noted that the tax
freeze savings calculator should have a disclaimer that it is for an estimate only.

Public Comment — 134 S. Park Avenue - Discussion if Building Permit alters
exterior appearance triggering a Certificate of Appropriateness

Ms. Shannon Frey of 134 S. Park Avenue, lives in a home that is locally landmarked and in
the Robbins Park Historic District. She stated that her renovation plans for the sunroom is
for maintenance and is doing everything she can to match the existing features. She
understands that Chan has sent the plan to Chairman Bohnen and a few commissioners to
determine if the plan alters the exterior appearance, which would trigger a Certificate of
Appropriateness review. She also stated this was talked about during her previous
Certificate of Appropriateness review for an addition to the house (which has not started

yet).

Chairman Bohnen asked Chan if this will be reviewed at a future HPC meeting.

Chan responded this has not formally triggered a Certificate of Appropriateness review yet
because staff is waiting on Chairman Bohnen and the two architects of the HPC to
determine if it alters the exterior appearance of the home.

Commissioner Prisby stated that he reviewed the plans he received from Chan over 2 weeks
ago, and talked to Bruce George, the architect, and he believes the majority of it falls under
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the category of repair; and has no issues with it since they are proposing to replace with
exact replicas of what is there (with one exception of the sill, but noted it is a better method
of construction).

As a discussion item, no decision was made.

Minutes
Chairman Bohnen introduced the minutes from the June 6, 2018, meeting and asked for
any comments.

Commissioner Prisby requested a name correction change on page 5, box 11, line 16 and 17
of the attachment 1 transcript.

Commissioner Williams requested an addition to page 2 of the minutes regarding lighting,
adding “for possible future restrictions” after “...the HPC should look more into the
different methods of illumination”.

The HPC unanimously approved, 5-0 (2 absent) the minutes from the June 6, 2018,
meetings, with the aforementioned requests.

Signage in the Historic Downtown District
Case A-31-2018 - 28 E. Hinsdale Ave. Suite 1 - Hinsdale Music Studio - 1
Projecting Sign

The applicant/owner of Hinsdale Music Studio presented the proposed projecting sign to the
HPC, after reviewing a brief history of the business which was established in 2010. He
reviewed that he has never had a sign before and would like to request for one.

Commissioner Prisby asked if he is located on the second floor. The applicant responded in
the basement level.

Commissioner D’Arco asked for clarification of the business. The applicant explained they
are a music studio for sound recording, but providing mostly for music education.

The HPC was supportive for the request and recommended approval of the sign as
submitted unanimously, 5-0 (2 absent).

Signage in the Historic Downtown District

Case A-32-2018 - 22 W. First Street — John Green Realty — Illumination Request for
1 previously approved Wall Sign (sign approved on April 11, 2018 - Case A-17-
2018)

The applicant presented the proposed illumination to the previously approved wall sign to
the HPC. It was explained that there is an existing electrical system for lights above the
sign they’d like to utilize to install two 12” circular light fixtures. They offer evening classes



two to four times a week that end around 10 PM, and reported difficulty with signage
visibility.

Commissioner Prisby asked if there are any lighting standards for signage. Chan replied no
wattage or kelvin standards yet, however, there is a foot candle standard.

The HPC was supportive for the request and recommended approval of illuminating the
sign as submitted unanimously, 5-0 (2 absent).

Public Hearing

Case HPC-05-2018 - 441 E. 3rd Street - Request for Certificate of Appropriateness
to revise *previously approved plans to construct a new home in the Robbins
Park Historic District. *(08.09.17/HPC-04-2017 and 02.07.18/HPC-01-2018)

The applicant presented the proposed fagade changes in the building permit plans of the
new home in the Historic Robbins Park District, and provided colored exhibits to the HPC.

Please refer to Attachment 1, for the transcript for Public Hearing Case HPC-05-
2018

The HPC, in general, felt that the previously approved home was more unique than the
requested update. However, the HPC nevertheless recommended approval of the
Certificate of Appropriateness, 3-2 (2 absent). (The two commissioners opposed to the
request felt strongly against the generic farmhouse look of the plan.)

Adjournment

The HPC unanimously agreed to adjourn at 7:19 PM on July 11, 2018.
Respectfully Submitted,

Chan Yu, Village Planner



STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) Ss:
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

BEFORE THE VILLAGE OF HINSDALE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF:

CASE NO. HPC-05-2018

~— — — ~— ~—

441 E. 3rd Street.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS had and testimony
taken at the Public Hearing of the Certificate
of Appropriateness in the above-entitled matter
before the Hinsdale Historic Preservation
Commission, at 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale,
Illinois, on the 11th day of July, 2018, at the

hour of 7:05 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
MR. JOHN BOHNEN, Chairman;
MS. JANICE D'ARCO, Member;
MS. SANDRA WILLIAMS, Member;
MS. SHANNON WEINBERGER, Member;

MR. JAMES PRISBY, Member.
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1 ALSO PRESENT: 1 footprint. And the back yard is the main
2 MR. CHAN YU, Village Planner;
3 MR. MATT STOCKMAL, Intern; 2 changes.
4 MR. PETER COULES, Attorney for 3 It was straight across the back of
Applicant; 4 the house with an outside 2nd floor balcony, all
5 5 been changed. And it's just open with a peak,
MR. STEVE SOBKOWIAK, ) . L
6 6 outdoor fireplace, and a bigger patio in the
MS. JENNIFER HENSE. 7 backyard. This is a great yard, and they are
7 * ok ok 8 trying to maximize the use of the yard. They
9 shrunk it up, also. They had some issues trying
8 awzew 10 to get the placement for the basement at that
1 int in time.
9 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: All right. Now we point in time
aouxm 10 have a public hearing. So all of you folks that 12 MR. PRISBY: Pete, can you elaborate on
11 are going to be speaking at this hearing, please 13 that? So they know what you told me?
12 stand to be sworn in. 14 MR. COULES: I believe basically what
13 (Mr. Peter Coules, Mr. Steve 15 they ran into is on this lot the way it sits, as
14 Sobkowiak and Ms. Jennifer
16 we all know, it's kind of high. To build a
15 Hense sworn.)
16 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: This is case 17 basement the way it was originally designed in
17 HPC-05-2018 for 441 East 3rd Street. It's a 18 the backyard with a flat roof, you would have to
18  revision of a previously approved plan for a new 19  build the foundation differently than the way
19 home in the historic district. o . )
) ) amsen 20 they built it now. And it also changes the size
orosen 20 And Jim, you are well-versed in
21 this T understand. So you'll be having a 21 of the house because it's smaller. Because you
22 comment. 22 can hit peat, you can hit a lot of different
3 5
1 MR. PRISBY: Just from Pete. 1 things in this property.
2 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Good evening. 2 So basically what they have done is
3 MR. COULES: Good evening. Peter 3 they have built the house -- and they are here
4 Coules on behalf of Coakley Home Builders for 4 to testify to that -- to fit the lot better.
5 441 East 3rd Street. I was able to get color 5 It's actually a smaller footprint but the same
6 renditions onto your desks today. Sorry we 6 setback. We came in before because we had to
7 weren't able to get them to you prior to 7 move the driveway based on the property slope.
8 tonight. 8 MR. PRISBY: Right.
9 The main changes of the house, it 9 MR. COULES: The driveway hasn't been
asezw 10 was a middle gable before, with a flat roof in wozew 10 changed back to where it was originally. It's
11 back with an outdoor patio on the 2nd floor. 11 still in the same place. So the house had to be
12 Now they have done away with the 3rd floor at 12 shrunk up to fit with what's available for the
13 all in the house so the house is actually 13 lot, the use of the backyard, and being able to
14 smaller than it was before. Got the two gables 14 sell it out to the public.
15 on the front, sits in the same area. It's 15 There was a major change because it
16 better use of the backyard is also when it got 16 went from one gable to two, got rid of the 2nd-
17 rid of the flat roof and changed the basement, 17 story backyard balcony, went to an open lot. So
18 gave more outdoor area. So it has a more open 18 that's why it got kicked back because they
19 feel to the house along the back. 19 couldn't get the permit finished because of the
orosorem 20 So we had a center gable with a aowew 20 changes to the rendition of the house.
21 true barn-style house before, two side gables on 21 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Okay.
22 the front of the house now, lower house, smaller 22 MR. COULES: But the color schemes are

KATHLEEN W. BONO, CSR 630J-Eﬁ§1/-1779 2 of 7 sheets

1,72018, HPC Minutes - Attachment 1




6

1 the same, setbacks are the same from the street 1 MS. WILLIAMS: I agree. I was
2 and the like. 2 disappointed to see this. It was much more
3 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Comments. 3 unique first round. It was different. It was a
4 MS. D'ARCO: We are approving the 4 very pleasant, unique home; and this is not.
5 changes? 5 There are a number of twin-gabled homes on that
6 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: True. Correct. We 6 section of the block. It's amazing, almost
7 have already given a Certificate of 7 every one. So, as Janice said, it will be a
8 Appropriateness. 8 beautiful home, I'm sure. I'm just disappointed
9 MR. COULES: Correct. 9 itisn't as originally proposed.
oroszien 10 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: And now because of | owe 10 MS. D'ARCO: It's more of a commentary
11 the major changes you have to do a revision. 11 onrecord I guess. It's not to prevent but it's
12 MR. PRISBY: It's really the back 12 just, for me, preservation perspective. I think
13 corner of the house? 13 personally what I would love to see more is,
14 MR. COULES: Basically, yes. You 14 fine, if a home is going to be torn down and you
15 change the front because you change the back 15 can't preserve it, that's great. However, it
16 corner of the house. So it just wraps it around 16 would be nice for homes that are being rebuilt
17 because you got rid of that 2nd floor, yes. 17 on these nice lots in the historic district to
18 MS. D'ARCO: I guess, and again this is 18 be built in the semblance or likeness of what
19 in no way -- It's great that it's a smaller 19 was there before.
aween 20 fOotprint. I think it's probably more realistic oroaen 20 MR. COULES: Well, personally, I agree
21 for that lot than trying to build outside to the 21 with you on that except this house that was torn
22 ot lines. And it seems like you can't because 22 down.
7 9
1 of the grading on the house. ButI have to say 1 MS. D'ARCO: No. No. This was, I
2 when looking at the older plans, aesthetically 2 understand that.
3 the older plans looked like a true farmhouse. 3 MR. COULES: That was a bad house
4 This looks like a today farmhouse 4 because it had on that an add on and add on and
5 that everybody is building in town. Soit's a 5 add on the side and back.
6 beautiful home but, you know, I think the old 6 MS. D'ARCO: When this first came to
7 one at least had a little bit more character, 7 us, it was a different design.
8 stone veneer on the outside, and more of a 8 MR. COULES: Correct. The first was
9 really like a true barn house -- 9 greatly different from the second, and the
oroezen 10 MR. COULES: Yes, it did. anoen 10 s€coNd is greatly different than the third. I
11 MS. D'ARCO: -- framework on the 11 understand.
12 outside. So the design changed to a different 12 MS. D'ARCO: So that's the only
13 type of farmhouse. 13 observation.
14 MR. COULES: Correct. 14 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: This was driven by
15 MS. D'ARCO: Your modern-day farmhouse, 15 soils?
16 which is fine. But again, in the historic 16 MR. COULES: More the topography in the
17 district, it would have been nice to have 17 vyard.
18 something that looks a little more historic than 18 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Okay.
19 what everybody is building in 2018. 19 MR. COULES: Because, remember, they
e——11 But it's not the first time this anaen 20 keep the driveway to that one side.
21 will happen. So that's my, I just want that 21 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Right.
22 comment on the record. 22 MR. COULES: When we had to move the
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1 driveway, it goes high and it goes down again. 1 figure out a way to add one as well. It does
2 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Right. 2 add a lot of value. And with that particular
3 MS. WEINBERGER: I was at least hoping 3 lot, what we are envisioning are you can throw a
4 it wasn't going to be white. But some of the 4 couple of arborvitaes on that side so you can
5 lines, you know, in a brick that would have 5 block some of the County Line, and now you have
6 helped but -- 6 a really nice raised patio.
7 MR. PRISBY: The only thing I can 7 MR. PRISBY: The pitch from the back
8 really add to that is I did like the pergola 8 bothers me.
9 that was there before versus this, this little 9 MR. SOBKOWIAK: Yes.
awon 10 covered porch that's back there. We talked orszen 10 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Okay. Do we now feel
11 about the roof pitch, right? And it's drainage 11 we have made our comments on the record?
12 on this thing now. 12 If so, may I have a motion, please.
13 MR. COULES: Correct. 13 Do you want a revision to the
14 MR. PRISBY: The thing that bothers me 14 Certificate of Appropriateness?
15 the most on that is that it just doesn't match 15 MR. PRISBY: Why is everyone looking
16 the rest of the roof pitches on the house. It 16 this way?
17 looks like an addition to the house. 17 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: You are our resident
18 I would almost rather see that 18 architect. It's only fitting.
19 thing pitched the other direction and come off 19 MR. PRISBY: I have got my comments
ae2ew 20 the house and down towards the chimney even if awow 20 ON the record. Beyond that, it's at this
21 they had to curve off a little bit. It would 21 phase, again, I'm not thrilled that we have
22 match that dormer in the back. 22 gone through this number of revisions for
11 13
1 MR. SOBKOWIAK: You lose a window. You 1 something we have already approved before.
2 don't have a window. 2 Butif I had to make a motion, I would motion to
3 MR. PRISBY: You lose a window? Well, 3 approve.
4 what, you've got the triple window there. 4 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: May we accept that as
5 MR. SOBKOWIAK: That's the bedroom. So 5 a motion?
6 if you raise that roof up, the window is gone. 6 MR. PRISBY: You may.
7 MR. PRISBY: Even like a lower roof 7 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Do I have a second?
8 pitch? 8 MS. D'ARCO: I will second that.
9 MR. YU: Sir, could you, please, 9 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Can we have a vote,
wecew 10 @pproach the -- auzew 10 please. All in favor say aye.
11 MR. SOBKOWIAK: I'm sorry. Sorry about 1 MS. D'ARCO: Aye.
12 that. 12 MR. PRISBY: Aye.
13 MR. YU: Thank you. 13 CHAIRMAN BOHNEN: Aye,
14 MR. COULES: State your name, please. 14 All opposed?
15 MR. SOBKOWIAK: Steve Sobkowiak. What 15 Motion carries.
16 I can tell you, we built a bunch of these 16 * ok x
17 covered areas. It is the new theater, it's the 17 (Which were all the proceedings had
18 new sport court. This is the space and -- 18 in the above-entitled cause.)
19 MR. PRISBY: There are a ton of them. 19
orsozem 20 MR. SOBKOWIAK: They are beautiful and 20
21 functional. And living in this climate, I have 21
22 been in my house seven years, I'm trying to 22
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) ss.
2 COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

4 I, JANICE H. HEINEMANN, CSR, RDR, CRR,
5 do hereby certify that I am a court reporter
6 doing business in the State of Illinois, that I
7 reported in shorthand the testimony given at the
8 hearing of said cause, and that the foregoing is
9 a true and correct transcript of my shorthand

10 notes so taken as aforesaid.

14 Janice H. Heinemann CSR, RDR, CRR
License No 084-001391
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
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2

2018 1] - 8:10
2nd [4] - 4:3, 4:18, 6:8,
7:8

3
3rd11-4:4

A
able [1]-6:5

above-entitled [1] -
14:8
accept [1]- 13:16
add [6] - 9:17, 9:18,
10:20, 12:13, 12:14
addition [11- 11:7
aesthetically [1] -
7:15
agree [2] - 8:14, 9:11
almost 2] - 8:19, 11:8
amazing [1] - 8:19
approach [1]-11:22
Appropriateness [2] -
6:21,13:4
approve [1]- 13:15
approved [1]- 13:13
approving [1] - 6:18
arborvitaes [1]- 12:16
architect [1]- 13:8
area [2]-4:7,4:10
areas [1]- 12:7
available [1]- 6:4
aye [2] - 13:22, 14:1
Aye [2]- 14:2, 14:3

13:19, 13:21, 14:3

bothers 21 - 11:4,
12:20

brick [11-10:17

build 3] - 5:8, 5:11,
7:12

building (2] - 7:18,
8:10

built (4 - 5:12, 5:17,
9:9,12:6

bunch [11- 12:6

C

direction [11-11:9
disappointed [2] -
8:15, 8:21
district [2] - 8:8, 9:8
done [2]-4:4, 5:16
dormer [1]-11:12
down [4] - 9:5, 9:13,
10:13, 11:10
drainage [1]- 11:1
driven [11- 10:5
driveway [4] - 5:21,
6:1, 10:10, 10:13

B

backyard [5] - 4:8,
4:21, 5:10, 6:5, 6:9
bad [1] - 9:16
balcony [2] - 4:18, 6:9
barn [2] - 4:13, 7:22
barn-style [1]- 4:13
based [1] - 5:21
basement [3] - 4:9,
5:2,5:9
beautiful 3)-7:19,
8:21,12:10
bedroom [1]-11:17
better [2] - 4:8, 5:18
beyond [1]-13:10
bigger 1] - 4:20
bit [21 - 7:20, 11:11
block (21 - 8:19, 12:17
BOHNEN [14] - 6:13,
6:17, 6:20, 7:1, 10:5,
10:8, 10:11, 10:14,
12:22,13:7, 13:16,

carries [1]- 14:5
center [1]-4:12
Certificate [2] - 6:21,
13:4
change [3]-6:7,7:6
changed [4] - 4:9,
4:19, 6:2, 8:3
changes [6] - 4:1,
4:16, 5:12, 6:12,
6:19, 7:2
character [1]-7:20
chimney 111-11:10
climate 11 - 12:11
color [11- 6:14
comment [1]-8:13
commentary [1] - 9:1
comments [3]-6:17,
13:1,13:9
corner [21-7:4,7:7
Correct [2] - 9:21,
11:3
correct 3] - 6:20,
6:22, 8:5
COULES [15]1 - 5:6,
6:1, 6:14, 6:22, 7:5,
8:1, 8:5, 9:11, 9:16,
9:21, 10:6, 10:9,
10:12, 11:3, 12:4
County [1]-12:17
couple [1]-12:16
court (1]-12:8
covered [2] - 10:22,
12:7
curve [11- 11:11

E

elaborate 1] - 5:4

entitled (1] - 14:8

envisioning [1] -
12:15

except 1] - 9:12

high 21 - 5:8, 10:13
historic (3] - 8:7, 8:9,
9:8
hit 2] - 5:14
home 4] - 7:19, 8:17,
8:21, 9:5
homes [2] - 8:18, 9.7
hoping 11 - 10:15
house [22] - 4:1, 4:5,
4:11, 4:13, 4:14,
4:18, 5:13, 5:17, 6:3,
6:12,7:4,7:7,7:14,
7:22,9:12, 9:16,
11:6, 11:7, 11:10,
12:12

issues [1]- 5:1

6:17, 6:20, 6:22, 7:1,
7:3,7:5,8:1,8:5,
9:11, 9:16, 9:21,
10:5, 10:6, 10:8,
10:9, 10:11, 10:12,
10:14, 10:19, 11:3,
11:4,11:13, 11:15,
11:17, 11:19, 11:21,
12:1, 12:3, 12:4,
12:5, 12:9, 12:10,
12:19, 12:21, 12:22,
13:5, 13:7, 139,
13:16, 13:18, 13:19,
13:21, 14:2, 14:3
MS [12] - 6:18, 7:9,
8:2, 8:6, 8:14, 9:1,
9:14, 9:19, 10:3,
10:15, 13:20, 14:1

F

J

N

farmhouse [4]-7:16,
7:17, 8:4,8:6

favor 1] - 13:22

figure [11- 12:13

fine [21- 8:7,9:5

finished [11- 6:11

fireplace [1] - 4:20

first (41 - 8:11, 8:16,
9:19, 9:21

fit21- 5:18, 6:4

fitting [17- 13:8

flat 31 - 4:2, 4:9, 5:10

floor [4] - 4:3, 4:4,
4:18,7:8

footprint [3] - 4:15,
5:19, 7:11

foundation [1]-5:11

framework [1]- 8:2

front (3] - 4:7, 4:14,
7:6

functional [11-12:11

Janice [1] - 8:20

K

keep [1]- 10:10
kicked [1]- 6:10

name [1]- 12:4

new [2] - 12:7, 12:8

nice [4] - 8:8, 9:7, 9:8,
12:18

number [2] - 8:18,
13:12

kind 1] - 5:8
O
L observation [1]-10:4
old (11-7:19

least [2] - 7:20, 10:15

likeness [1] - 9:9

Line [11-12:17

lines [21-7:13, 10:17

living [11-12:11

looked [11-7:16

looking [2] - 7:15,
13:5

looks 31- 7:17, 8:9,
117

lose [21- 11:13, 11:15

love [1]1-9:4

lower [2] - 4:14, 11:19

older [21- 7:15, 7:16

one [5] - 6:8, 7:20,
8:20, 10:10, 12:13

open [3] - 4:10, 4:19,
6:9

opposed [1] - 14:4

originally (3] - 5:9,
6:2, 8:22

outdoor [3] - 4:3,
4:10, 4:20

outside [4] - 4:18,
7:12,7:21,8:3

G

M

P

D

D'ARCO [10] - 6:18,
7:9, 8:2, 8:6, 9:1,
9:14, 9:19, 10:3,
13:20, 14:1

design [2] - 8:3, 9:20

designed [1]-5:9

different (6] - 5:14,
8:3, 8:16, 9:20, 9:22,
10:1

differently [1]- 5:11

gable [31- 4:2, 4:12,
6:8

gabled 1] - 8:18

gables [2] - 4:6, 4:13

given [1] - 6:21

grading [1]- 7:14

great [3] - 4:21, 7:10,
9:6

greatly 2] - 9:22, 10:1

guess [2]-7:9, 9:2

H

helped [1]- 10:18

main 2] - 4:1, 4:15
major [2] - 6:7, 7:2
match [2] - 11:5,
11:12
maximize [1] - 4:22
middle [1] - 4:2
modern [1] - 8:6
modern -day [1] - 8:6
most [11- 11:5
motion 5] - 13:2,
13:14, 13:17, 14:5
move [2] - 5:21, 10:12
MR [50] - 5:4, 5:6,
5:22, 6:1, 6:13, 6:14,

particular [1]-12:14

patio [3] - 4:3, 4:20,
12:18

peak [1] - 4:19

peat [1] - 5:14

pergola 11 - 10:20

permit [1] - 6:11

personally [2] - 9:4,
9:11

perspective [1]- 9:3

Pete [1] - 5:4

phase [1] - 13:11

pitch 31- 11:1, 11:20,
12:19
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 5, 2018
TO: Chairman Bohnen and Historic Preservation Commissioners
CC: Kathleen A. Gargano, Village Manager
Robb McGinnis, Director of Community Development/Building Commissioner
FROM: Chan Yu, Village Planner é‘ ==
RE: 36 S. Washington Street — Compass (real estate services) — 1 New Awning Sign

Case A-36-2018

Summary

The Village of Hinsdale has received a sign application from South Water Signs, on behalf of Compass
real estate services, requesting approval to install 1 new awning sign at 36 S. Washington Street, within
the Historic Downtown District in the B-2 Central Business District.

Request and Analysis

The requested awning sign would replace the existing awning of the former tenant, Conlon/Christie’s
International Real Estate. The fabric of the awning is black and the text on the awning valance is white
and made of vinyl. The text is 7-inches tall by 4-feet and 3-inches wide, for an area of 2.48 SF. The
proposed awning sign is code compliant for a multi-tenant building in the B-2 Central Business District.

Process

Per Section 11-607(D) and the nature of the request, this application would require a meeting before
the PC and does not require public notification. Per municipal code Section 14-5-1(B), the Historic
Preservation Commission shall review signage in the Historic District. The final decision of the HPC shall
be advisory only. The PC maintains final authority on signage with no further action required by the
Board of Trustees.

Attachments:

Attachment 1 — Sign Application and Exhibit

Attachment 2 - Village of Hinsdale Zoning Map and Project Location
Attachment 3 - Street View of 36 S. Washington Street
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Attachment 2: Village of Hinsdale Zoning Map and Project Location 7%
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 5, 2018
TO: Chairman Bohnen and Historic Preservation Commissioners
CC: Kathleen A. Gargano, Village Manager
Robb McGinnis, Director of Community Development/Building Commissioner
FROM: Chan Yu, Village Planner é‘ ==
RE: 329 E. Sixth Street — Case HPC-06-2018 - Application for Certificate of Appropriateness

to restore a historic home on the National Register of Historic Places in the Robbins Park
Historic District

Summary

The Village of Hinsdale has received an application from Dave Knecht Homes, on behalf of the
homeowners of 329 E. Sixth Street, requesting approval for a Certificate of Appropriateness to restore
the home after it was substantially damaged due to a tragic fire in April 2018. The home is on the
National Register of Historic Places and in the Robbins Park Historic District (Attachment 5).

Request and Analysis

The subject property is located on the corner of Sixth Street and Oak Street. The applicant would like to
seek the right to obtain a construction permit to restore the home with adherence and respect to the
historical architecture and design after substantial destruction caused by a fire. The proposed work to
the exterior includes a new cedar shingle roof and dormers, replacement of siding, and
restoring/replacing windows with historically correct ones.

The corner lot is located in the R-1 Single Family Residential District and borders the same to the north,
east, south and west. The lot is 41,913 SF in area and features a 2.5 story frame residence constructed in
1899 in the Colonial Revival style. Per the National Register form (Attachment 5), the house, coach
house, and grounds were designed by landscape gardener Horace W. S. Cleveland and developed by
William Robbins in 1871. A very detailed description of the exterior and interior of the historic home can
be found from pages three to eleven of the National Register form.

Process

Pursuant to Title 14, Section 14-5-1: (B) Historic District: No alteration shall be allowed to, and no
permits shall be issued for, the alteration, demolition, signage, or any other physical modifications of the
exterior architectural appearance of any structure, building, site, or area located in a designated historic
district without the rendering of a final decision by the commission on an application for a certificate of
appropriateness. The final decision of the commission shall be advisory only.



MEMORANDUM

The Title 14, Section 14-5-2 (A) General Standards and (B) Design Standards to review can be found on
Attachment 4.

Attachments:

Attachment 1 — Application for Certificate of Appropriateness and Exhibits (packet)
Attachment 2 - Zoning Map and Project Location

Attachment 3 - Robbins Park Historic District Map

Attachment 4 - Title 14, Section 14-5-2: Criteria (A) and (B)

Attachment 5 - 329 E. 6" St. National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
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Associated Surveying Group, LLC
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1, Michael G. Herwy, an Hiinois Professional Land Surveyor, do hereby certify that "This professional service conforms to the current
Tlinois minimum standards for a boundmy survey", and that the Plat hereon drawn is a correct representation of said survey.

Dated, this__17"0 - MAY , AD,, 2018, at Bolingbrook, IL.
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Attachment 4 CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

14-5-2: CRITERIA:

All applications for a certificate of appropriateness shall conform to the applicable standards in this
section.

A. General Standards:

1. Alterations that do not affect any essential architectural or historic features of a structure or building
as viewed from a public or private street ordinarily should be permitted.

2. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a structure, building, or site and its environment
should not be destroyed. No alteration or demolition of any historic material or distinctive
architectural feature should be permitted except when necessary to assure an economically viable
use of a site.

3. All structures, buildings, sites, and areas should be recognized as products of their own time.
Alterations that have no historical basis and that seek to create an earlier appearance than the true
age of the property are discouraged.

4. Changes that may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and
development of a structure, building, or site and its environment. These changes may have acquired
significance in their own right, and this significance should be recognized and respected when
dealing with a specific architectural period.

5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a structure,
building, site, or area should ordinarily be maintained and preserved.

6. Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than replaced, whenever possible. In
the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being replaced in
composition, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing
architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated by
historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of
different architectural elements from other buildings or structures.

7. The surface cleaning of structures and buildings should be undertaken with the gentlest means
possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the structures and buildings
should be avoided.

8. New structures or buildings, or alterations to sites should not be discouraged when such structures
or alterations do not destroy significant historical or architectural features and are compatible with
the size, scale, color, material, and character of the site, neighborhood, or environment.

9. Whenever possible, new structures or buildings, or alterations to the existing conditions of sites
should be done in such a manner that, if such new structures or alterations were to be removed in
the future, the essential form and integrity of the original structure, building, site, or area would be
unimpaired.

10. Any permitted alteration or demolition should promote the purposes of this Title and general welfare
of the Village and its residents.
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11. Demolition should not be permitted if a structure, building, or site is economically viable in its
present condition or could be economically viable after completion of appropriate alterations, even if
demolition would permit a more profitable use of such site.

B. Design Standards:

1. Height: The height of a landmark after alteration should be compatible with the height of the original
landmark. The height of a structure or building and adjacent open spaces after any proposed
alteration or construction within an historic district should be compatible with the style and character
of the structure or building and with surrounding structures and buildings in an historic district.

2. Relationship Between Mass And Open Space: The relationship between a landmark and adjacent
open spaces after its alteration should be compatible with such relationship prior to such alteration.
The relationship between a structure or building and adjacent open spaces after alteration within an
historic district should be compatible with the relationship between surrounding structures, buildings
and adjacent open spaces within such historic district.

3. Relationship Among Height, Width And Scale: The relationship among the height, width, and scale of
a landmark after alteration should be compatible with such relationship prior to such alteration. The
relationship among height, width, and scale of a structure or building after an alteration within an
historic district should be compatible with the relationship among height, width, and scale of
surrounding structures and buildings within such historic district.

4. Directional Expression: The directional expressions of a landmark after alteration, whether its vertical
or horizontal positioning, should be compatible with the directional expression of the original
landmark. The directional expression of a structure or building after alteration within an historic
district should be compatible with the directional expression of surrounding structures and buildings
within such historic district.

5. Roof Shape: The roof shape of a landmark after alteration should be compatible with the roof shape
of the original landmark. The roof shape of a structure, building, or object after alteration within an
historic district should be compatible with the roof shape of surrounding structures and buildings
within such historic district.

6. Architectural Details, General Designs, Materials, Textures, And Colors: The architectural details,
general design, materials, textures, and colors of a landmark after alteration should be compatible
with the architectural details, general design, materials, textures, and colors of the original landmark.
The architectural details, general design, materials, textures, and colors of a structure or building
after alteration within an historic district should be compatible with the architectural details, general
design, materials, textures, and colors of surrounding structures and buildings within such historic
district.

7. Landscape And Appurtenances: The landscape and appurtenances, including without limitation
signs, fences, accessory structures, and pavings, of a landmark after alteration should be compatible
with the landscape and appurtenances of the original landmark. The landscape and appurtenances
of a structure or building after alteration within an historic district should be compatible with the
landscape and appurtenances of surrounding structures and buildings within such historic district.

8. Construction: New construction in an historic district should be compatible with the architectural
styles, design standards and streetscapes within such historic districts.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by
marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being
-documented. enter "N/A" for "not applicabie." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
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1. Name of Property

historic name Bassett, Orland P., House

other names/site number "American Beauty' House

2. Location

street & number 329 East Sixth Street Not for publication
city or town Hinsdale vicinity
state  Illinois code IL county DuPage code 043 zip code 60521

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the desifnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify

that this nomination  request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property  ¥'meets  does not meet the
National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally _
statewide _x locally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Lot & Orhn //_CH/a |0 <15 - %

Signature of certifying official Date

1llinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau American Indian Tribe
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Orland P. Bassett House
Name of Property

DuPage County, Illinois

County and State

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper

entered in the National Register

Date of Action

See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

See continuation sheet,
determined not eligible for the
National Register -

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
X prvate
____public-local
_____public-State
____public-Federal

Category of Property

(Check only one box)
- X building(s)
_ district
__site
~_structure
~ object

Number of Resources within Property
{De not include previously listed resources in the count}
Contributing Noncoentributing

2 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects

2 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A
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Orland P. Bassett House DuPage County, Illinois
Name of Property County and State

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling
Domestic/secondary structure

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling
Domestic/secondary structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation  Limestone

Roof Asphalt
Walls Wood
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)

See Continunation Sheets
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Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution
1o the broad patterns of our history.

_ X B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

__X_C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
I a commemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Architeeture
Commerce
Agriculturc

Period of Significance 1899-1910 Significant Dates 1899
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) Bassett, Orland P.
Culwral Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheeis.) See Continuation Sheet
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Orland P. Bassctt House DuPage County, Illinois

Name of Property County and State

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing thts form on one or more continuation sheets,)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.

____previously listed in the National Register
___previously determined eligible by the National Register
__desjgnated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency

~ Tederal agency

~_Local government

__ University

X Other

Name of repository Hinsdale Historical Society

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.01
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 16 423428 4627628 3
2 4

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Sec Continuation Sheet

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

See Continuation Sheet
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Name of Property County and State

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jennifer Kenny and Victoria Granacki
organization Granacki Historic Consultants date March 24, 2004
street & number 1105 West Chicago Avenue, Suite 201 telephone 312-421-1131

city or town  Chicago state Illinois zip code 60622-5772

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Julie and Steve McGue
street & number 329 East Sixth Street telephone 630-655-8954

city ortown  Hinsdale state Illinois zip code 60521-4612

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties,
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division. National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and
the Officc of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 203503.
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Orland P. Bassett House
329 East Sixth Street
Hinsdale, DuPage County, IL

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY

The Orland P. Bassett House at 329 E. Sixth Street is a two-and-a-half story frame
residence, constructed in 1899 in the Colonial Revival style. This over one-acre
suburban property is located on the northwest corner of Sixth Street and Oak Street in
tne southeast part of Hinsdale, lllinois. The house, the 1899 coach house, and the
grounds are situated in the Robbins Park subdivision, designed by landscape gardener,
Horace W. S. Cleveland and developed by William Robbins in 1871. Like other
residences in exclusive Robbins Park, the Ortand P. Bassett House is high style
architecture and substantial in size. Because of its strong design and its location on a
principal corner, it maintains a commanding presence in the area. Although the house
was remodeled in 1942, it retains much of its original architectural integrity. Noted in the
lllinois Historic Structures Survey in the early 1970s, with a "P” or “potentially significant”
rating and in the Robbins Park community architectural survey in 2002 with an “S” or
“significant” rating, the house has been recognized as a fine local example of the early
Colonial Revival style in Hinsdale.

CONTEXT AND SETTING

The Bassett House is located in the Village of Hinsdale in Du Page County, lllinois,
approximately 21 miles west and south of Chicago’s Loop. Incorporated in 1873, about
17,349 people currently reside in the suburb. The Village of Hinsdale straddles the line
between Cook and Du Page Counties and is considered part of the area commonly
referred to as Chicago’s western suburbs. Surrounding Hinsdale are the communities of
Oak Brook to the north; Burr Ridge to the south; Western Springs to the east, and
Westmont and Clarendon Hills to the west. Hinsdale is a suburb of Chicago served by
the Metra - Burlington Northern railroad. The Village is principally single-family
residential in use, with a small central business district adjacent to the railroad tracks.
The downtown caters primarily to local residents. Another business district is along and
adjacent to U. S. Highway 34 (Ogden Avenue} at the north end of town.
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Hinsdale’s residential areas display a variety of historic architectural styles and
vernacular types, ranging over a period of 130 years. There are master works by such
noted architects as Frank Lloyd Wright and the Chicago office of Shepley, Rutan and
Coolidge, as well as important works by local architects such as R. Harold Zook and
William Gibson Barfield. There are also fine representative examples of 19“‘-century
high styles such as Gothic Revival, ltalianate and Queen Anne, as well as simple Gable
Front and other working class, vernacular housing types that contribute to the historic
fabric of the community. Historic twentieth-century residences are mainly-architect
designed, reflecting either the eclectic revivals, such as Colonial and Tudor, or modern
designs in the Prairie and Craftsman styles. There are a number of modest residences,
also of high-quality design.

The residential architecture of Hinsdale is set within a rolling native landscape with
mature vegetation. Most of the community follows an orthogonal street grid pattern, with
standard rectanguiar suburban lots. However, the area in which the Bassett House is
located was thoughtfully planned with larger, irregular shaped lots and irregular street
patterns determined by the natural and variable topography of the area.

The area immediately surrounding the Bassett House, known historically as the Robbins
Park subdivision, is one of the most exclusive neighborhoods in the Village of Hinsdale.
Located to the south and east of Hinsdale's central business district, Robbins Park is
completely residential in use, mainly with architect-desigred, high style homes on
commodious lots. The trend in recent years to tear down historic buildings and buiid
new houses in their place continues unabated in Hinsdale, and the neighborhood where
the Bassett House is located has been considerably affected.

The Bassett House at 329 E. Sixth Street is setback on a landscaped 275.5 x 160 foot
corner lot, with tennis courts to the east that are screened from the house with
landscaping, and a historic coach house, built at the time of first construction, at the
northwest corner of the property. The coach house is frame, 1 % stories tall with a front
gable roof, prominent cornice with modillions and dentils, frieze, hay loft door, and
pyramidal roof vent. The first floor openings have been enlarged to accommodate three
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garage doors. The property originally extended approximately 92 feet further to the north
prior to the subdivision of the property by then owner Harold E. Moyer in 1949.' A
house was later built upon what was formerly the north portion of the property along Oak
Street.

DESCRIPTION OF THE HOUSE

The Bassett house is an 1899 Colonial Revival house with some exterior and interior
changes made Iin 1942. The 1942 changes were well-designed by architect Harry J.
Harmon and compatible with its original architectural styling. In 2002, the present owners
reversed the most visible of the 1942 changes by recreating the 1899 full front porch and
wrap around open terrace, thus restoring most of the 1899 character to the principal fagade.
The only 1842 changes remaining on the exterior are window changes in the secand floor
of the projecting center bay, and alterations to the center dormer above that front bay. The
interior retains the basic 1899 plan of the primary spaces, although with some minor
changes to wail and door openings. The hall fireplace had been removed in 1942 but was
rebuilt in its original location in 2002. In 1942, part of the rear of the house was removed
and the kitchen and food service wing was reconfigured. In 2002 this area was again
reconfigured and an addition built that restores some of the 1899 volume of the house in
the rear, although with a different footprint.

EXTERIOR

Principal (south) elevation

The Bassett house is a 2%:-story frame house with a side gable roof. The principal
elevation features a projecting center bay, fuil-width open front porch, and three gable-
roofed dormers. Small wings on either side balance the fagade. To the east is a one-story
octagonal, enclosed porch, while on the west side is a one-story porte-cochere with rooftop
balustrade. The rear section is hipped roofed, and projects in an irreguiar fashion from the
main part of the house.

“Harold E. Moeyer's Resubdivision was recorded by the Du Page County Recorder of Deeds on August 30, 1949, Harold Moyer
R S EUe N R R T amd O
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The front porch is set on a limestone foundation and there are three limestone steps in the
center leading up to the wood porch deck. There are four sets of paired lonic columns on
short pedestals and a balustrade with turned balusters. An open terrace wraps around the
east side of the front porch with similar balustrade. The flat roof deck continues the same
balustrade with a pair of square newels aligned above each pair of columns. The center
section of this porch is original while the sections on either end, which had been removed in
1942, were rebuilt in 2002 by replicating the existing portions and materials. The front
entrance has a glass and wood panel door surrounded by pilasters and multi-light
sidelights. It is topped with a fanlight transom. This entry configuration is framed by square
columns on short pedestals that suppornt decorative cross beams. There are frieze boards
and dentils beneath the beadboard porch ceiling.

The first floor windows date from 1899 and consist of a three-part sash, with a fixed lower
panes and individual transoms above each. In 1942, the leaded glass transoms above the
front windows in living room and library were removed. Existing windows are historic with
aluminum storms and screens.

Above the front entry, there is a projecting center bay on the second floor with projecting
gable-roofed dormer above that. In 1942, the paired doors, fanlight, and keystone in the
second floor bay were removed and wood paneling installed in the opening. Cn the sides of
this bay the existing windows consist of three long, narrow, historic wood casements that
wrap around the curve and have small transoms above. These windows are visible in a
lllinois Historic Structures Survey photo from the 1970s. Site inspection suggests that these
windows are historic and could date from the 1940s. This bay has dentil trim at the cornice
and is topped by a small deck and balustrade.

The flat part of the facade at the second floor has a double hung wood sash on either side
of the bay. There is a frieze, row of dentils, and modillions under the eave of the roof.

At the atlic floor there is a pedimented ceniral dormer above the projecting bay. The

existing pair of docrs once had a fanlight that rose through the cornice but was removed in

1942. At this time, the cornice was rebuilt across the cpening and new doors were installed
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that have diamond patterned wood muntins to match the windows on either side of the
doors. The other two dormers are smalier, but also have gable roofs, a pediment with
cornice, and a pair of windows with diamond patterned wood muntins. There are brick end
chimneys.

East (side) elevation

The porch was rebuilt in 2002 from the original plans to wrap around part of the east
elevation. This secticn does not have a roof but has an open wood terrace with a wood
balustrade on a limestone foundation. It connects to an enclosed octagonal sun porch
with a shaliow pitched roof. There are wood casement windows with leaded glass
transoms dating frem 1899 in this porch. There are dentils and modillions under the roof
eaves. This fagade also features a bay on the second floor above the porch. In 1942 the
center window opening was enlarged and a pair of wood casement windows with
diamond patterned wood muntins were installed. To the left of this bay two existing
window openings were changed and the sash replaced with fixed sash that have the
same diagonal wood muntins. The cornice found at the eave line on the front of the
house continues around to both side elevations, with a frieze board, dentils, and
modillions. There is another dormer on the east side of the hipped roof rear section of

the house.

On the first floor behind the octagonal porch, the dining room space projects on a diagonal
towards the northeast. There were curved glass windows that wrapped around a slightly
projecting bay facing northeast. These were removed in 1942 and the openings were infilled
with paneling on the outside. The straight windows on either of the side walls were removed
and the openings filled in. The corners of the cornice above these two curves were clipped
off. The doors in the projecting bay were removed and a large, muiti-light, fixed sash,
flanked by a pair of long, muiti-light sash was installed. The modillions continue under the
eaves of this wing.

West (side) elevation
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The west elevation features a porte-cochere with lonic columns on short pedestals, a flat
roof, and a roof deck with balustrade. In 1842, the criginal porte-cochere was removed and
redesigned as a small entry porch. In 2002, the owners restored the 1899 porte-cochere
from the original plans and historic photos. They made it slightly wider to accommodate a
driveway and today’s vehicles, but in all other ways they recreated the original structure,
materials and finishes. On the second floor there are muiti-light doors and sidelights
opening out onto the deck. These are highlighted with pilasters, arches, and swag
ornamentation. The front section of the house features the same cornice, dentils and
modillions as found throughout the house. On the first floor, the two wood sash with
diamond patterned wood muntins date from the 1942 remodeling work.

North elevation (rear)

The 1942 plans called for removing part of the back (north) side of the house including the
kitchen pantry, ice box, coid room, and back porch on the first floor, and the sleeping porch
and part of a servant's bedroom located above the pantry on the second floor. In the 2002
remodeling, the back of the house was changed again, rebuilding some of the original
space that had been removed but in a different room configuration. The exterior elevation is
completely new, with the most prominent feature being a large brick chimney.

INTERIOR: FIRST FLOOR

Vestibule

immediately inside the front door is a small entry vestibule. Smal! closets were added in
1942 to the east and west sides of the vestibule with sliding wood panel doors. This entry
vestibule is separated from the main hall by an arch supported by columns relocated from
the wall between the living room and main hall in 1942, There is a historic tile floor in this

space.

Main hall
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The vestibule leads directly into the main hall. At the other end opposite the vestibule, is
a partial octagonal niche with a fireplace. The original had been removed in 1942 but the
niche was rebuilt in 2002, framed in an arched opening with pilasters that mimics the
arched opening of the vestibule. The mantelpiece was built in 2002 to replicate the
mantelpiece in the living room. The northeast door to the dining room that had been
closed off in 1942 remains ciosed. There is a small entry on the northwest angle of this
niche that provides access to it from the rear hall. The principal staircase has quarter
sawn oak treads. The stair rail with curved end and spindlework balusters date from
1942. Also in 1942 the bottom three treads were replaced with treads that curve at the
ends. There is an exit to the porte-cochere next to the staircase. The main hall has a
coffered ceiling with a diamond section in the center where the chandelier hangs. It has
dentil trim and egg and dart moldings. The floor is wood parguet in alternating squares.

LLiving room/drawing room

The living room is to the right of the main hall and its configuration dates from 1899. In
1942, the west wall between the living room and the main hall was altered by removing
four columns and closing off the south opening to the hall. The north opening to the hail
was made narrower. There is historic wainscoting, chair rail, crown moldings,
baseboards, and casings throughout this space. The living room mantelpiece dates from
1899 although a slate hearth was instalied in 1942. At that time new multi-light porch
doors were added to access the sun porch. The two painted ceiling canvases with rose
motifs, that date from 1899, were left in place in the living room and remain today. There

is an oak strip floor.
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Sun parlor

This area has remained essentially the same since 1899.The original leaded transoms
are still in place in this area. It has a new stone tile floor.

Library

The library is to the left of the main hall and its configuration also dates from 1889. In
1842, the east wall between the library and the main hall was altered by removing two
columns and filling in the curved wall so it is solid. The doorway opening was reduced in
width and two oak panel doors were installed that were relocated from elsewhere in the
house. Also in 1942 a new mantelpiece was installed in on the west wall with a slate
hearth. The cornice moldings, window casings and some parts of the bookcases on this
wall are original. Additional bookcases that completely fill in the north wall and extend
around the new curved wall on the northeast corner date from 1942.

Dining Room

The original 1899 plan for the dining room places it on a southwest/northeast diagonal to
the orthogonal north/south orientation of the rest of the house. In 1942, the entry door
from the hall niche, which was on axis with the curved window wall of the dining room,
was closed off. The principai access to the dining room now is through the living room
and through a small door to the kitchen/service area of the house. There are two historic
china cupboards dating from 1899. One is on the southeast wall. The one that was
originally located on the northwest wall was relocated to the southwest corner where the
entry from the hall had been. There is a wood paneled wainscot and a coffered ceiling
with an ellipse at the center. The floor is square wood parquet as in the main hall and

library.
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Kitchen and service areas

The original kitchen, kitchen and pot closets, and part of the butler's pantry were
reconfigured into a kitchen and breakfast room in 1942. The kitchen pantry, icebox, and
cold room were removed at this time, as was part of the rear porch. This entire area has
since been reconfigured in 2002 with a new north wall into a kitchen, family room, pantry
areas, and small office.

SECOND FLOOR

Staircase and Main hall

The main staircase has one switchback where there is a three panel leaded glass
window. The original windows were removed in 1942. The current beveled glass landing
windows were commissioned in 2002 and crafted by Lisa Enright of Alley Glass in
Hinsdale. The window depicts climbing American Beauty roses. At the top of the stairs,
an arched opening framed with fluted pilasters leads to a large rectanguiar room. The
floor is oak in a basketweave design and there are historic crown moldings, casings, and
baseboards throughcout. In 1942 the north extension of the hall was shortened to
enlarge a rear bedroom (#4) and add a bathroom (#3) where the old north middle
bedroom was. The histeric cabinets remain in place in this part of the hall.

Bedroom #1 (Master bedroom)

This bedroom is originai and has oak fioors, historic wood panel doors, classical
casings, and crown moidings. The crown molding has acanthus, bead, and egg and dart
detailing. tn 1942, the fireplace was pulled out to eniarge the firebox and the
manteipiece reused. A new marble hearth and surround were installed.

Bathroom #1

This bathroom was created in 1542 in the front projecting bay of the house that had
been a large. open dressing roem. The front window was closed off to put a north/south
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wall there separating the space into a bathroom and dressing room. In 2002 the present
owners removed that north/south wall but left the window opening closed. It has been
reconfigured again into a master bathroom.

Bedroom #2

This bedroom is original and has oak floors, historic wood panel doors, classical casings
and crown moldings that are the same as in the master bedroom. In 1942, the fireplace
was pulled out to enlarge the firebox and the mantelpiece reused. A new marble hearth
and surround were installed.

Bedroom #3

This bedroom has built in cabinetry on the north wail. There are historic wood panel
deors, classical casings, and baseboards. The crown molding is simpler than in the
front bedrooms. In 1942, a window seat was added in the bay and the existing window
above it was replaced with a fixed sash with diagonal wood muntins as described above.

The floor is now carpeted.

Bedroom #4

This is a small bedroom connected to bedroom #3. It was enlarged slightly by the
shortening of the main hall extension in 1542. It has historic wood panel doors, casings,

and baseboards.
Bedroom #5

Two servants rooms were combined and made into this bedroom. The space is smalier
because this is where part of the rear wall was removed. There is a new pair of double
hung windows on the north wall of this room.

THIRD FLOOR
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There is a large open space on the third fioor that is the former baliroom. It has maple
floors, a simpie classical molding on the wood panel doors, and a low chair rail. There is
a historic skylight with metal mullions. There are a few other smalil rooms on this floor
with historic wood panel doors, transoms, and trim.

CARRIAGE HOUSE

The historic coach house, built at the time of first construction in 1899, is located at the
northwest corner of the property. The coach house is frame, 1 % stories tall with a front
gable roof, prominent cornice with modillions and dentils, frieze, hay loft door, and
pyramidal roof vent. The first floor openings have been enlarged to accommodate three
garage doors.

OVERALL INTEGRITY

The Bassett House and its historic coach house retain much of their historic 1899
design and effectively convey the periocd historically associated with first owner, Orland
P. Bassett. Although there were some exterior and interior changes made to the home
in 1942, these changes were well-designed and compatible with the building’s original
architectural styling. The present owners have recently reversed visible exterior changes
from 1942 by recreating the 1899 full front porch and wrap around open terrace from
historic plans and photos, thus restoring most of the 1899 character to the principal
facade. The interior retains the basic 1899 plan of the primary spaces with some
reconfiguration of the rear rooms and an rear addition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

The Orland P. Bassett House is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places locally under Criterion C as a fine example of early Colonial Revival architecture
within the Village of Hinsdale, lilinois. It is also eligible under Criterion B for its
associations with prominent Hinsdale resident and businessman, Orland P. Bassett. His
iocal floral company, Bassett & Washburn, was the first wholesale florist to produce the
popular American Beauty Rose for the U. S. commercial market. Bassett & Washburn
was also the largest employer in Hinsdale at the turn of the century and an important
company in the history of the local floriculture industry. The house at 329 E. Sixth Street
was QOrland Bassett's primary residence from 1899 through 1910. It is the only building
remaining in Hinsdale, with sufficient architectural integrity, that represents Orland P.
Bassett's life and business accomplishments as a floriculturalist.

RHISTORY OF HINSDALE

Hinsdale, lllinois is an example of an upper-middle-class raiiroad suburb that developed
across the United States from 1850 through 1880. It was founded by William Robbins in
anticipation of the location of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad’'s (C. B. & Q.
R. R. ) commuter line through the area in 1864. Robbins came to Hinsdale in 1862 and
bought 700 acres on either side of the rail right- of—way which had been selected through
the valley south of the existing town of Fullersburg.? He built his own summer residence
in 1864, called “Woodside," and then set about subdividing the first of his lands for
development Robbins platted the original Town of Hinsdale in 1865 and recorded it in
August 1866, * William Robbins began advertising his lands in Chicago newspapers and
even commissioned a few homes to be built for renters who were interested in

“ Bateman. 674. Other sources sav 800 or 1000 acres.
T1874 Atlas of DuPage County, 4.
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properties within his subdivision.® He was so successful that he began to subdivide
more lands in 1866 and 1871. These subdivisions became known as the William
Robbins Addition to Hinsdale and the William Robbins Park Addition, respectively.

The first Robbins Addition, located between Chicago Avenue on the north, Third Street
on the south, County Line Road on the east, and Garfield Street to the west, followed
the standard rectilinear grid established by the original Town of Hinsdale plat and
extended already established streets. By the time William Robbins wanted to subdivide
more fand in 1870, a new mode! for subdivision layouts was being touted across the
United States. In the nearby Chicago suburb of Riverside, landscape architects
Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. and Calvert Vaux broke from the standard grid and
designed a curvilinear town plan in 1869 that was emulated in years to come. The
curvilinear subdivision became the ultimate suburban design, with an organic form and
picturesgue setting. Robbins must have been aware of the design for Riverside, a
suburb also located on the C.B. & Q. R.R., and was influenced by the benefits of a
picturesque design. Consequently, he hired landscape gardener Horace W. S.
Cleveland (b. Lancaster, MA December 16, 1814, d. Hinsdale, IL December 5, 1900) to
design his newest subdivision, the Robbins Park Addition in 1871, where the Bassett

house is located.

Horace William Shaler Cleveland was a landscape designer, experimental farmer, and
writer who established a practice in Chicago in 1869. Like the more well-known
landscape designer Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr., Cleveland saw the opportunity and
chailenges in shaping communities along the newly developed railroad lines around
Chicago. He felt that real estate developers held power and influence on the future
character of communities across the country and that, once laid out, the land would be
essentially unchangeable. (Cleveland, LA, 56}. Cleveland detested the geometric grid
and desired more tasteful arrangements of land development.

The Robbins Park Addition, recorded on June 12, 1871, is considered one of
Cleveland’'s most notable commissions and one that came out of his C. B. & Q. R. R.
connections. In contrast with William Robbins earlier grid subdivisions, the Robbins

Lo Attachment 5
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Park design capitalized upon Hinsdale's topography. In his design, the inequalities of
the ground surface were considered in laying out building sites and roads. Roads were
laid out around hills, feaving the most valuable and the highest sites for residential lots.
Lots varied in size from a half an acre to four or five acres. Trees were also planted to
further add to the beauty of the subdivision. Cleveland’'s appreciation of the natural
character-defining features of Hinsdale's landscape resulted in a picturesque setting for
home building with curving roads and irreqularly shaped, park-like residential lots.
Cieveland’s and Robbins’ influence is still found in the topographical features, curving
roads, and large mature trees of the Robbins Park area.

The Robbins Park Addition was one of Cleveland's first landscape endeavors in
Chicago. Soon after his arrival, Cleveland established a Chicago-based partnership with
civil engineer Wiliam Merchant Richardson French and land surveyor Samuel S.
Greeley. In March 1871, Cleveland and French produced a pamphlet, A Few Hints on
Landscape Gardening in the West, that advertised their services, especially for laying
out towns, cities, and villages. Specifically marketed to proprietors of real estate, the
pamphlet featured the Robbins Park Addition in Hinsdale.

H.W. S. Cleveland expanded his practice into other states in the late 1870s and early
1880s, inciuding a move to Minneapolis. By the late 1880s, Cleveland had completed
park and cemetery designs with his son Ralph, but he began to slow down. In the late
1880s he moved to Hinsdale, where he lived the remainder of his life with his son Ralph,
who became an architectural photographer. The visionary landscape architect died in
Hinsdale on December 5, 1900.

ORLAND P. BASSETT AND THE HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

The Orland P. Bassett House, at 329 East Sixth Street, is located in the original
boundaries of the picturesque Robbins’ Park Subdivision. The house was built in 1899
for Orland P. Bassett. Hinsdale resident and businessman, whose wholesale floral
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company was the first to produce the American Beauty Rose for the U. S. commercial
market.” Orland P. Bassett (b. March 31, 1831, Towanda, PA — d. February 26, 1921,
Pasadena, CA), is best known in the history of the community for his floral business, but
was originally a printer and publisher. After running a printing a business in Towanda,
PA, he came to lilinois in 1857 and settled in Sycamore where he published the weekly
Sycamore True Republican for nine years. He then moved to Chicago where he
operated the Pictorial Printing Company that he purchased in 1874. In 1887, he and his
first wife, Betsey, moved to Hinsdale. Shortly after his move, Orland Bassett began
growing roses as a hobby and built a greenhouse where he is believed to have
produced a type of rose known as the American Beauty Rose. Although the American
Beauty Rose was first introduced to the eastern part of the United States in 1885,
Orland Bassett began a business that first introduced the American Beauty Rose to
florists in other areas in the country in 1888..° His obituary reads,

‘Mr. Bassett was always aggressive. His aggressiveness, in fact, won him the
name of being the pioneer rose grower of the west. In 1888 he introduced the
American Beauty in the west with marked success. To his pioneering is credited
the fame of Chicago as for many years the world's great American Beauty
market.”

Oriand Bassett, who began as an amateur grower of roses, became an innovative and
leading figure in the Chicago area’s fioricultural industry at the turn of the 19" century.
Commercial floriculture, as an industry, was not established in the U.S. untit the
founding of professional horticultural trade groups such as the American Association of
Nurserymen, Florists, and Seedsmen in Chicago in 1878. Horticultural societies, made
up of gentiemen amateurs and commercial growers, did exist in the U.S. prior to this
date, mainly near larger eastern cities. Their principal functions were for educational
and entertainment purposes, such as shows and exhibitions, and not to advance the
trade. While Americans gained disposabie income in the late 19™ century, flowers grew
in popuiarity as gifts for their symbolic meanings. This phenomenon allowed for the
development of the commercial floral trade. One segment of commercial growers

 Dugen Hughe Vitkege on the County Line: A History of Hinsdale, Hiinois. Hinsdale, [L: Privately printed. 1949, p. 146,
o Pt s ot 8807 fGnchdc Dodeey, Muareh 3192 0 1 Attachment 5




Criang P_Bassett House DuPage County Hlinois
Name of Property County and State

NFS Form 13-900-a OME No. 1024-00178
18-86]

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page 16

Orland P. Bassett House
329 East Sixth Street
Hinsdale, DuPage County, IL

became wholesale florists, who provided flowers to retail florists and other clients, just
prior to 1900. Wholesale florists principally sold cut flowers and occasionally offered a
few supplies and some nursery stock. Orland Bassett's business was one of the first
companies in Chicago that fell into this category.

Orland Bassett’s first residence in Hinsdale was "Bonnie Heights” at 425 E. Sixth Street,
built in the 1860s by Wiltiam Robbins (known as the “father of Hinsdale”) and remodeled
by Mr. Bassett in 1892. “Bonnie Heights” later became the home of Oriand Bassett's
daughter, Kate, and his son-in-law and later partner, Charles L. Washburn. “Bonnie
Heights” has been subsequently remodeled, and no longer conveys any sense of the
home during Orland Bassett's or Charles L. Washburn’s residency. Additionally, the
original greenhouse that once stood on the site and was associated with the founding of

his floral business is no longer standing.

In January 1897, Orland’s first wife, Betsey Bassett, died. Mr. Bassett remarried on
December 6, 1898, and he and his second wife, Mary Katherine Pearsons of Berwyn,
planned a new residence in Hinsdale. Mr. Bassett purchased property at the northwest
corner of Sixth and Oak Street in the Robbins Park subdivision for a new residence.
According to the Hinsdale Doings, ground was broken in late May 1899 at 329 East
Sixth Street for what some have called the "American Beauty” house. Construction was
well underway in the summer by LaGrange, IL building contractor Ole Anderson’, and by
September the plasterers were finishing their work. Reference to Mr. Bassett's floral
business and the American Beauty Rose were instilled into the design of the home,
inciuding the “rose motif” canvas murals that remain in the living room. [n November
1899, the Hinsdale Doings reported:

...By Christmas O. P. Bassett will be comfortably domiciled in his new Sixth street
residence. One of the contractors told a Doings reporter yesterday that its cost
would exceed $25000. In exterior beauty and interior magnificence few
suburban residences can rival it. The first floor is finished in quarter sawed
antique oak, highly polished. Cost seems to have been forgotten when you gaze

The Hinsdale Doings mecerrectly reported that Olaf Anderson of LaGrange wasg the contractor. Searches through LaGrange City
Shecperiy o DRUE e P0G chowy thar the contricness name was readly CGle Anderson. Attachment 5
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upon the halls, parlors and dining room. The latter is highty wainscoted, with a
costly buffet, alt in highly finished oak, while across the ceiling, centering on an
octagon run massive beams which lend a harmonious old colonial appearance to
the room. The reception hall and vestibule are lit by beveled plate glass windows
in oval designs set in hand-carved oak doors. At the stair landing is a beautiful
window design of stained glass, the finest in Hinsdale. Upstairs many of the
rooms are furnished in white enamel. The bathroom being in white tile with gold
frieze. On the third floor is a large dancing hall, while an apartment in the
basement provides a billiard room. S. Thorsen has six painters rushing the
painting and decorating, and more will be employed next week.

During the Bassett's residency, many parties and social events for Hinsdale residents
took place in the Bassett House. The third floor ballroom was an appropriate and
magnificent space for dances. The first was on Saturday, March 10, 1900, shortly after
Orland and Mary Katherine Bassett moved into their new home. The Hinsdale Doings

reported:

“‘On Saturday evening last Mrs. O. P. Bassett entertained the young people of the
village in honor of her niece, Miss Bessie Andrews and Master Ned Washburn.
About twenty couple {sic) participated. The dancing hall, on the third floor, was
handsomely decorated with potted plants and strings of smilax. The musicians
were completely hidden in an alcove behind paints and ferns. Miss Stiles
directed the cotillion and the children made charming pictures as they danced
through the many figures of the german. Favors were plentifully bestowed and
the entire evening thoroughly enjoyed by those fortunate as to be bidden. Kinsley
served. On leaving each little Miss was presented with a sterling silver paper
cutter, and each young gentiemen with a silver pencil as souvenirs. The young
guests scarcely needed a reminder of the evening as the memory of it, and the
graciousness of the host and hostess will remain with them always.”®

BASSETT AND WASHBURN, FLORISTS

S D in o T e Mg Vol VO N0 25 Saeday Mareh 171000 0 1 Attachment 5
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Due to the burgeoning success of his floral company begun in 1888, Orland Bassett
summoned help from his son-in-law a few years later in 1893. Charles L. Washburn,
who married Bassett's only daughter, Kate, in 1883, joined the company's founder and
formed Bassett & Washburn, Florists, in Hinsdale. Together, the company grew to be a
major wholesale florist in the Chicago area with offices and store in Chicago and
greenhouses in Hinsdale. From their large greenhouses at nearby Seventh and QOak
Streets in Hinsdale (no longer standing), the wholesale company supplied cut flowers
and floral supplies across the U S. Bassett & Washburn, considered Hinsdale's largest
employer at the turn of the 20" century with 85 men, operated on a forty-acre site. One
of their major clients was the nearby Chicago, Buriington, and Quincy Railroad, for
whom they supplied roses for use on their dining cars. The company, which specialized
in roses, was noted for receiving awards at numerous floral shows at the turn of the
nineteenth century.

Chicago became a center for rose production in the late 19th and early 20" century. In
the early years of commercial floriculture, most rose producers were near major
populations since roses had to be in the hands of a retail florist within 24 to 48 hours
after (:u‘[ting.9 The Bassett & Washburn Company was one of a small number of
wholesale florists that produced and distributed roses in the Chicago area. However,
Bassett and Washburn is recognized for being the first wholesale florists to produce the
American Beauty Rose for the U. S. commercial market.'® The American Beauty Rose
1S a hybrid perpetual rose that was first bred in France in 1875 by Henri Ledechaux and
brought to the eastern United States ten years later " Hybrid perpetual roses were the
most popular garden roses until the end of the 19" century since they were very large,
could be bred as cut flowers, and were successful competitors for prizes at floral
exhipitions. Over 4,000 varieties of hybrid perpetual roses were developed and
introduced between 1837 and 1900. Less than 600 hybrid perpetual roses survive today,
mainly in specialist collections. In the years following its first introduction to America, the
American Beauty Rose became the nation's favorite greenhcuse-forcing rose.’?

" Flerists’ Review, p. 38.

i Dugan, Hugh G. Village on the County Line: A History of Hinsdale, lllinois. Hinsdale, IL: Privately printed, 1949, p. 146,
Macoboy, Stirling. The Litimate Rose B«)(}»{ New York, Henry N. Abr"ms Inc., 1993, p 49,
Pl Revi o cimerivaa Floroe, Topeka, KS: {-::':r'is.r\: Roview BEnterprines, hAttaechment’s
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Ironically, the "American Beauty” is a French rase, renamed from “Madame Ferdinand
Jamin,” for the U.S. market. It remained a best seller in the U.S. untit 1920."°

At the turn of the nineteenth century, floriculture was one of the only industries located in
Hinsdale.™ At this time, Bassett and Washburn had the most extensive and recognized
floral company in Hinsdale. Besides Bassett & Washburn, other Hinsdale floral
companies through the years included the Fred C. Morris Greenhouses {(est. 1894) at
Hickory and EIm; Henry Payne Florist at County Line between Seventh and Eighth, the
llinois Mushroom & Greenhouse Company, Littleford Landscape Nurseries (later
Hinsdale Nurseries, Inc.) on South Madison Street, and the Edwards & Fleming
Greenhouses at Oak and Elghth Streets. These companles were small scale producers
of flowers and plants, serving only the local market." Followmg the retirement of Orland
P. Bassett in 1907, he turned the business over to his son-in-law. In the mid-1920Cs,
Charles L. Washburn moved the company from Hinsdale to Clarendon Hills in an area
that later became the Blackhawk Heights subdivision.” The new location of Bassett and
Washburn had greenhouses with an adjacent railroad spur and an apple orchard.”” The
business was short-lived in Clarendon Hills, and was closed around 1935." No
buildings or structures remain from the Bassett and Washburn Company in Ciarendon
Hills. All that remains of the Bassett and Washburn Company greenhouses in Hinsdale
is a boiler building, located at 324 E. Seventh Street. However, the boiler building was
converted to a home in 1827, and no longer retains its original appearance and integrity.

lbid.

* According to Dugan. p. 143, “The manufacturing industry has never obtained a sure footing 1n or near this mecea of homes and
gardens.” He mentions the tloral industry, the laundries, a textile belt company, and the Hinsdale Bottling Works.

" “Florists.” A vertical file in the Collections of the Hinsdale Historical Society.

© According o Rembrandt Noble, who had given the Hinsdale Historical Saciety an ora! history on April 16, 1986, the Blackhawk
Heights development was built on the land that the Bassett and Washburn Greenhouses were once upon. Accerding to the DuPage
Counry Recorder of Deeds, Blackhawk Heights was first subdivided in 1941, It is unclear exactly when the company moved from
Hinsdale to Clarendon Hills. but City Directories from 1924-25 indicate that the operation may have moved at that time,

" As reperted in oral histories provided by Judith Van Zanter of the Clarendon Hills Histerical Society.

% Bassett and Washburn appears in the December 1934 Hinsdale-Clarendon Hills Telephone Directory, but not in the June 1935 or
December 19533 Telephone Directories. Accerding to Judith Van Zanten of the Clarendon Hills Historical Society, oral histories from
cariv communtty residents concur with this date. The greenhouses were once located zlong Iroquois Drive in Clarendon Hills.
Secihaan Plotehrs e fdonts o b siroer ottt shards o choss from the demelished sreenbonses while sirdepfraghifiveny:5:le.
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Following his retirement in 1907, Orland Bassett remained in the Sixth Street residence
unti! around 1910 when he moved permanently to Pasadena, CA. Although Pasadena,
CA is the home of the famous Tournament of Roses, no links could be made between
Mr. Bassett and the Tournament of Roses Association. His obituary states that he
continued practicing horticulture on a small scale on his property in California, but left
the trade entirely upon his retirement. Orland P. Bassett died in his Pasadena residence
on February 26, 1921 at the age of 87 after a fong illness.'®

Orland Bassett's grandson, Edgar Bassett Washburn and his wife, Belle, lived in the
house at 329 East Sixth Street untit 1813 when it was sold to Robert Gordon, treasurer
of the Quaker Oaks company. Other owners through the years have included Mr. and
Mrs. Harold E. Moyer, who completed the renovations to the home in 1942; Bud and
Patsy Cushing; and current owners Julie and Steve McGue.

ARCHITECTS

The architect of the Orland P. Bassett House has not been found. Although the current
homeowner has copies of the original building plans of the home, no architect is listed
on the drawings. An extensive search through the local newspaper, the Hinsdale
Doings. through the real estate section of the Chicago Interocean, and through real
estate and architectural periodicals in 1888 and 1899 such as the Economist,
Construction News, Inland Architect and News Record, and American Contractor did not
reveal any architect’'s announcement for the home. The architect was mentioned in the
Hinsdale Doings as visiting the property in May 1899, but was not named:

O.P. Bassett is planning to build a magnificent residence on the quarter of a
block, immediately adjoining the J. C. Ross property on Park Avenue, which Mr.
Bassett recently acquired from Geo. Robbins. The house will cost about
$10,000, and represents the latest in architecture. Wednesday, Mr. Bassett had
the architect and surveyor looking over the ground.20

T Obiruary, Orland P Bassett. Pasadena State News, February 28, 1921 p 2. col. 3.
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It is possible that the architect of the home may be Enoch Hiil Turnock. In 1892, Orland
P. Bassett had hired E. Hill Turnock, who resided in nearby LaGrange Park, to remodel
“Bonnie Heights,” Mr. Bassett’s first residence in Hinsdale.?’ This was the house that
Orland Bassett shared with his first wife before her death in January 1837. “Bonnie
Heights,” located down the street at 425 E. Sixth Street, was originally the William
Robbins homestead. Since Orland Bassett had an established relationship with E. Hill
Turnock, it is possible he hired him again seven years later to design the new house for
he and his second wife, Mary Katherine, in 1899.

In 1942, owners Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Moyer htred architect Harry Jones Harman to
remodel the residence at 329 E. Sixth Street. Harry Jones Harman (b. 1909) received a
B.A. and M.A_in Architecture from the University of illinots and studied at the Beaux Arts
Institute of Design. He received the Fountainbleau Scholarship Metal in 1830 for travel
in Cuba and Mexico and second place in 1531 for the Plym Fellowship. Following his
travels, Harry Harman became an instructor in architecture at the University of lllinois
(1930-1936) and a professor of architecture at Oklahoma A & M College in 1936-1937.
Later, he established an architectural practice in Lagrange, IL and in 1550 Mr. Harman
relocated to Port Huron, MIl. While in Port Huron, Harry Harman was associated with
the architectural firms of Wyeth, Harman and Associates and Harry J. Harman and
Associates, Inc. Although the majority of his work is in the Port Huron area, Harmon's
known lI!llinois work includes the Robert Balch Residence in LaGrange, the addition to
the house at 329 East Sixth Street in Hinsdale, and as senior City Planner for the
Chicago Planning Commission (1944-45) %

THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLING OF THE BASSETT HOUSE
The Orland P. Bassett House is an exceptional example of the early period of the

Coionial Revival style in Hinsdale. The Coionial Revival style (1880-1355) is one of
America’'s most recognized and lasting domestic house styles, drawing on histeric or

' E. Hill Turnock. architect.. . For Q. P. Bassett he is planning the reconstruction of his stone residence at Hinsdale at a total cost of
ST.000.7 The Chicage Interocean. August 14, 1892, Sec. 2, p. 10,
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period architecture of the American Colonial era. Following the 1876 Centennial
Exhibition in Phiiadelphia that highlighted America’s 100 years of achievement,
American architects began to foster pride and appreciation of American architectural
tradition. The popularity of the Colonial Revival style amongst home builders is due to its
basic simplicity and its patriotic associations with early American, 18m'century homes.
Simultaneous with America’s self-awareness in the last quarter of the 19" century was
the influence of classicism on architectural design. American architects were inspired by
both the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, dominated by classical models,
and by architectural training in Europe at the Ecole de Beaux Arts, that emphasized the
architecture of ancient Greece and Rome.

Because of its enduring popularity, the Colonial Revival style has the greatest span in
construction dates of any style within the Village of Hinsdale. Built principally from the
early 1890s through the 1950s, many variations and subtypes of the style are prevalent.
Some of the more dramatic and impressive Coloniat Revival designs in the village come
from the eariiest period, from 1893 through around 1910. The Orland P. Bassett House
was constructed in 1899 and falls within this early period.

Whether derived from stately red brick Georgian exampies or more modest clapboard
structures, Colonial Revival style buildings share certain clearly identifiable
characteristics. Most structures are symmetrical and rectanguiar in both exterior
massing and interior plan; some have wings attached to the side. The entrance is
typically placed in the center of the front facade and may be accentuated with a classical
-- temple-like -~ projecting portico topped by a pediment. Other entrances may have
wider porches dominated ty a central pediment, or they may be flat-roofed with classical
columns and a roof-top balustrade. Paneled doors flanked by sidelights and topped by
rectangular transoms or fanlights are common, as are muiti-pane doubie-hung windows
with shutters. Colonial Revival style houses can be monumentai or restrained two to
two-and-a-half story designs, or more modest one to one-and-a-half story Cape Cod
homes built during the later period of the style. Many variations of these characteristics
can be found in the Colonial Revival houses in Hinsdale.
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Although all Colonial Revival houses share these general characteristics, they can be
grouped more specifically into sub-types. In their book, A Field Guide to American
Houses, Virginia and Lee McAlester cite nine principal sub-types of the Colonial Revival
style, most of which are symmetrical. Of these sub types, the Bassett House falls into
the “Centered gable” sub-type, one of the relatively uncommon symmetrical sub-types.
The McAlesters estimate that less than five percent of Colonial Revival houses fall under
this type. “Centered gable” homes are generally derived from high style Georgian or
Adam prototypes and are characterized by a front gable section added to the center of
the long side of a side gable roofed house. Robert Adam's preference in the
arrangement of mass was to move wall planes forward and back.”’ In the Bassett
house, the center, gable-roofed dormer placed atop a center bay projects forward from
the flat plane of the house, clearly placing emphasis on the center of the house and
marking the front entry. The two smaller dormers on either side are visually subordinate.
The tall, brick chimneys on the ends and the paired windows on either side of the center
bay complete the symmetry of the upper stores of the front fagade. The one-story, full
width, classicai front porch establishes a horizontal counterpoint to the verticality of the
center bay; it shelters and protects the front entry in its hidden recesses, even as the
center bay highlights it.

Colonial Revival massing, bilateral symmetry, and even individual classical features
predominate in this design, yet the influence of the Queen Anne has not been left
entirely behind. Despite the carefully balanced formality of the front facade, the actual
expression of the projecting bay, being wider than the third floor dormer, and with curved
window sash, still retains some of the picturesque qualities associated with the earlier
Queen Anne style. The finely styled front entrance features typical classical features
such as paneled front door with sidelights and fanlight, flanking pilasters, square
classical columns, modillions, and dentils. Other classical features include the lonic
porch coiumns and classical balustrade, the modillions under the porch and main roof
eaves, the frieze and dentil trim under each roof.

Earty Colonial Revival style homes, built prior to 1910, were often Queen Anne or
shingle style homes that featured applied classical design elements reflecting the
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continued influence of the Victorian era. The McAlesters have described these early
examples of the Colonial Revival style as “free interpretations with details inspired by
colonial precedents,”* They note that some works designed during the early Colonial
Revival period have an asymmetrical form with superimposed Colonial details. Although
the Bassett house presents a symmetrical and orderly composition towards the street, in
its irregular side elevations and massing it has not abandoned some of the picturesque
asymmetry of the older Queen Anne style. The wrap-around porch is common on large
Queen Anne houses. On the Bassett house it is not a fully roofed porch, but rather an
open terrace connecting to an octagonal side wing. A pure Colonial Revival style house
would typically have simple, rectangular side wings. The second floor bay on the east
side is also typically Queen Anne in derivation. The west facade of the house is more
restrained in its composition, with windows on the first and second floor. The only
irregularity is the access to the deck atop the roof of the porte-cochere. But here again,
the detailing is classical, with mulli-light doors, pilasters and round arches, classicai
surround and swag ornament.

The interior plan reflects this same juxtaposition between the symmetry of the Colonial
Revival and the irregularity of the Queen Anne. The front door opens into a small
vestibule, and then through an arched and colonnaded opening into the grand main hall.
The focal point of this space is the curved niche and fireplace on the far wall. This hall
divides the first fioor with formal parlors on either side, each with a fireplace on the outer
wall. They are not the same size, however, with the library on the left being
approximately square, while the living room on the right is twice as long. The placement
of the principal staircase on the left behind the library baiances the arrangement of
primary spaces but does not create duplicate spaces. Perhaps the most creative aspect
of the first floor plan is the position of the dining room on a diagonal axis with the main
hall and the other principal rcoms. As originally designed, this was entered from a corner
of the main hall. Aithough that doorway was ciosed off in 1542, the diagonal orientation
of the room was retained, with the viewer drawn towards the northeast window wall. The
functiona!l spaces of the kitchen, various pantries, and rear stair hall were arranged in
the northwest corner of the first floor, in an irregular, utilitarian manner. Through the
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1842 and the current remodeling they continue to hold this part of the house and serve
contemporary needs.

The interior displays classical architectural features and fine finishes throughout. There
are coffered ceilings in the main hall, stair hall, and dining room. Matching built-in
cabinets in the dining room have simple classical forms. Wood mantelpieces are
restrained in their design. There is wainscot in several rooms, and classical door and
window trim throughout. Particularly noteworthy in the living room is the ceiling mural of
roses. The grand staircase is wide and open, with a stair landing midway and then an
elegant arched entry to the second floor hall.

Although the Bassett house falls clearly into an early expression of the Colonial Revival
style, it is distinctive in its insistent inclusion of Queen Anne elements. There is a careful
attention to detail with many classical features displayed on the exterior and throughout
the interior. The remodeling in 1942 did not detract from the original design conception
and in some ways enhanced it, particularly tn the way the interior spaces were enclosed
and more welil defined. The restoration by the present owners, in recreating the front
porch, reestablished the original design intention of the 1899 house. The design of the
Bassett house is solid and grand, truly expressing the prominence of its first resident.
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EARLY COLONIAL REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE IN HINSDALE

Aside from 328 E. Sixth Street, twelve early Colonial Revival-style houses were ranked
locally significant in historic resource surveys sponsored by the Village of Hinsdaie. They
are:

) Charles E. and Carrie Raymond House, 425 E. Third Street, built in 1893,

. George H. and Carrie R. Mitchell House, 244 E. First Street, designed by Shepley
Rutan & Coolidge, built in 1893,

. 321 S. County Line road, built in 1893, architect unknown;

. Lawrence and lIsabel Conover House, 707 S. Lincoln Street, built in 1894,
architect unknown;

. Robert M. and Mary Dean House, 337 E. Third Street , built in 1895;

. 714 S. Garfield, c. 1895, architect unknown;

. Garry W. Munson House, 315 S. Lincoln Street, 1896, architect unknown;

. Frank Osgood Butier House, 230 E. First Street, designed by George William
Ashby, built in 1898,

. 124 E. Walnut, c. 1800, architect unknown;

. Charles G. Root House, 134 S. Park Avenue, built c. 1904, architect unknown;

. Howard George Hetzier House, 26 S. Park Avenue, built c¢. 1905, architect
unknown:

. 212 W. Fourth, built c. 1805, architect unknown.

Of these, the Raymond House, the Dean Houée, the Butier House, and the Root House
are also included in the lliinois Historic Sites Structures Survey.

Two of these early Colonial Revival houses in Hinsdale share some simifarities with the
Bassett House. Both the Butler house and the Dean house have the same projecting.
center front gable added to a side gable rocfed house. In the Butler house this is
expressed as a recessed front entry on the first floor, a colonnaded balcony on the
second floor, and on the third floor, the gable roofed dormer featuring a Palladian

window. Tha design of this house which is in brick, is not as elegant nor as exquisitely
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detailed as the Bassett house. The first floor window openings are unbalanced, with a
recessed porch on one side and a heavy, bay window on the other. The plan appears to
be rectangular and regular, with no wings or projecting sections. Some classical
detailing is found in the modillions under the roof eaves.

The Dean house is closer to the Bassett house in exterior appearance because in
addition to having a projecting, center front gable added to a side gable roofed house, it
also has a full front perch. This house is frame and like the Bassett house has two
smaller dormers on either side of the center gabled dormer. Unlike the Bassett house,
these are hipped roof dormers. The front porch is classical in detailing although not as
elaborate as in the Bassett house. Neither the Butler nor the Dean house combine any
elements of the Queen Anne style nor show any irregularity in plan.

CONCLUSION

The Bassett house is a fine example of an elegant, turn of the 20™ century home
constructed for the upper class in one of Chicago’s most attractive 19" century railroad
suburbs. It stands apart from other Colonial Revival houses in Hinsdale for its well-
balanced, symmetrical design and its innovative integration of Queen Anne features into
a formal fagcade. Although the original architect is unknown, the fine attention to classical
detailing hints at a well-trained and skilled designer. The home retains much of its 1899
character and materials, with historic alterations by architect Harry J. Harman from 1942,
that complement the original architectural design. The restoration by the present owners
of the 1899 front porch reestablishes the impressive original character and authoritative
street presence of the house. Additionally, the first owner, Orland P. Bassett was an
important businessman in the early commercial and agricultural history of Hinsdale,
attaining recognition through his production, marketing and sale of cut fiowers,
especially the American Beauty Rose. The Sixth Street house is the only building
remaining, of sufficient integrity, that is directly associated with his life in Hinsdale as a

floricuituralist.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

P.I.N. 09-12-225-018-0000

Legal description: Lots B and C (except the north 111.8 feet of the west 50 feet of Lot
C), in the Resubdivision of Harold E. Moyer's Subdivision of Lot 4 in Block 11 of W.
Robbins Park Addition to Hinsdale, in the NE Y. of Section 12, Township 38 North,
Range 11, East of the Third Principal Meridian, according to the plat of said
resubdivision recorded August 30, 1949 as Document 575058, in Du Page County,
Hlinois. And showing easement under coach house eaves by grant dated May 8, 1967
and recorded on May 12, 1967 as Document R67-14747 in the Du Page County Index.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The property includes the entire parcel commonly known as 329 East Sixth Street in
Hinsdate, Hlinois.
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Courtesy of Hinsdale
Historical Society
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Edson_Beall@nps.gov To: WASQO_CR_NRHE@nps.gov
anly ) cc: (bec: Tracey Sculle/HPA/ILL)
vk 1211672004 0239 PM  gupiect: National Register Weekly List 12/17/2004

December 17, 2004

The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to send you the
feliowing announcements and actions on properties for the Natiocnal Register
of Historic Places. For further information contact Edson Beall via voice
(202) 354-2255, E-mail: Edson Beallinps.gov

New National Register Teaching with Historic Places Lesson Plan Focuses con
Lecember 7, 1941, 2 Day That Will Live in Infamy

The new National Register of Historic Places Teaching with Historic Places
lesson plan, Remembering Pearl Harbor: The USS Arizona Memorial, showcases
tne events that lead the United States of America directly into World War
11 cn the fateful day of December 7, 1941, when the 0S Naval base at Pearl
Harbor was attacked. Using maps, photos, charts, readings and activities,
the lesson plan brings te students and teachers alike the events which
changed the lives of our nation and propelled us ‘nto battle against the
Axis powers. Found online at the Natiecnal reglster of Historic Places
Nomepage at http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/,the lesson also commemorates the
Sacrifices of American lives made at Pearl Harbor, where today the USS
Arizona rests as a Naticnal Memorial below the water,

Our physical location address is:

Naetlional Park Service 2280

Naticral Register of Historic Places
120 "I" (Eye) Street, NW,
Washingtonrn D.C. 20005

lease have any Fed Ex, UPS packages sent to the above address. Please

ontinue £to use alternate carriers, as all mail delivered to us via United
tates Postal Service is irradiated and subseguently damaged.

Lo rs

WEZRLY LIST OF ACTIONS TAKEN ON PRCPERTIES: 12/06/04 THROUGH 12/10/04

KEY: State, County, Property Name, Address/Boundary, City, Vicinity, Reference
Jumber, NHL, Action, Date, Multiple Name

GECRGIA, BRYAN COUNTY,

Fembroke Historic Distriert,

Cernzered on US 280 and Main St.,

Ferbroke, 04001318,

LISTED, 12/08/04

GECRGIA, WILKES COUNTY,

Washington Historic District,

Centered on West Robert Toonbs Ave. and N, Alexander St.,
Washington, 04001319,

LI&TED, 1Z2/06/04

ILILINOQIS, COOK COUNTY,
Chicago and Nerth Western Railway Power House,
221 N, Clinton St.,
Cnicago, 040013086,
LIST=ED, 12/10/04
-%kILLINOIS, DU PAGE COUNTY,
/7 Bassett, Oriand P., House,
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329% E. Sixth S5t.,
dinsdale, ¢400129%9,
LISTED, 12/07/04

ILLINOTS, OGLE COUNTY,

Pocle Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge HNo.

117 W. Mason St.,
Pclo, 04001302,
LI=TEDR, 12/06/04

ILLINCIS, TAZEWELL COUNTY,

S5t. Lculs, Peoria and Northern Railrcad Deport,
1408 Broadway St.,

Pexin, 04001305,

LISTED, 12/06/04

INDIANA, ALLEN COUNTY,

dyron, Irene, Tuberculosis Sanatorium--Physicians'

12371 and 12407 Lima Rd.,
Fort Wayne, 04001316,
ISTED, 12/06/04

L+

INDTANA, ALLEN COUNTY,

Rankin, Alexander Tayleor, House,
818 3. Lafayette sSt.,

Fort Wayne, 04001317,

LISTED, 12/06/04

INDIANA, BENTON COUNTY,
Yowler Theatre,

112 E. 5th 8t.,

Fowler, 04001315,
LISTED, 12/06/04

INDIANA, CASS COUNTY,
Kelp, Johrn, House,
2500 E. Broadway Ave.,
Logansport, 04001307,
LISTED, 12/G6/04

INCTIANZ, DELAWARE COUNTY,

Richkwood Evangelical Lutheran Church,
97C0 West County Road 700 South,
Middleton, 04001314,

LISTED, 12/C6/04

INDTANA, HUNTINGTON COUNTY,

197,

Victory Noll--St, Felix Friary Historic Disttrict,

1300 W. Park Dr.--1280 Hitzfield 5t.,
Hurtington, 04001311,
LISTED, 12/06/04

INDIANA, JAY COUNTY,

Volaw, Jonas, House,

1525 5. Meridian St.,
Fortland, 040C1308,

LISTED, 12/G&6/04

INCIANA, MARICN COUNTY,

Birngham, Joseph 7., Indianapolis Public Schco.
44C E. S7th St.--3702 Cen+tral Ave.,
Indianapolis, c4001310,

LISTED, 12/06/04

{Puplic Scheool Buildings irn Indianapoclis Built

#84,

Bercre 1940 MPS)

Residences,
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82 years ago to build this incredible structure to honor those that fought in wars
previously and going forward.”

Today, the building continues to honor veterans while housing village offices,
the library and rooms for veterans and community service organizations.

But the Beautification Task Force, formed in the fall of 2007, worries about its
future, and feels there should be a master plan in place to protect and preserve
its foundation.

“We’re so lucky to have this building,” said task force member Nancy
McKeague. “It’s really the crown jewel of this village.”

One of the concerns involves the huge air conditioning units that sit next to the
main entrance. Not only does the task force find it unsightly, but the noise it
creates makes it difficult to maintain conversation when sitting on the front
patio. One suggestion is to build a brick wall around the units, but Smith and
the task force don't want the architectural beauty of the building to be
destroyed.

Task force members also are concerned about the Central Business
District/Northtown Task Force’s plan to connect the building to Burlington
Park by running a terraced sidewalk down the front lawn.

Task force member Penny Bohnen said they are continuing to stress the need
for a long-term plan to protect the integrity of the building instead of small
bandages along the way which could destroy it. The task force also
recommends emphasizing the history of the building in hopes of enamor
residents again.

“Once the story is told and out there and people realize how this was such a
unifying process during such hard times our hope is that the care and attention
displayed 80 years ago will resurface,” said task force member Candy
Cleveland

state Sen. Kirk Dillard, R-
24th District, of Hinsdale;
state Rep. Patricia Bellock,
R-47th District, of
Hinsdale; and past Village
Presidents William Moore,
W. B.

History at a glance

1912 The idea of a new
village hall began circulating
through Hinsdale

1926 The American Legion
and the Women's Auxiliary
formed a committee to look
into the idea of a War
Memorial, asking local
investment banker Philip R.
Clarke to help

JAN. 1927 Clarke forms the
Hinsdale Memorial
Association

MAY 1927 As part of the “We
Must Not Fail” campaign, 190
people went door-to-door in
the first week of May,
collecting $170,000 from
2000 individual contributors
for the Memorial Building
JULY 1927 Edwin H. Clark
wins architect contest, is
selected for Memorial
Building

AUG. 1927 Bids go out for
construction; Excavation
begins in late summer

NOV. 1927 Cornerstone for the new
building laid on Armistice Day, Nov.
11, 1927

JULY 4, 1928 A large crowd gathers
for the opening ceremony as
Chairman Clarke presents the
completed building to the Village of
Hinsdale

NOV. 11, 1928 “Victory” a 7-foot tall
statue by sculptor Oskar J. W. Hansen
was dedicated as art of the Memorial

the hilt of Victory’s sword is stolen
1929 Memorial Building completed
1969 East wing of the Hinsdale
Public Library constructed

1974 The library constructs a west
wing

1988 A $3.9 million addition on the
west side of the Memorial Building
is added and the library and village
swap office spaces

FEB. 6, 2001 The Village Board

2007-08 Hinsdale Library
carries out $2.8 million
remodeling project, adding a
new entrance and renovating
its interior spaces

APRIL 2008 The
Beautification Task Force
meets with the EPS
Committee to present its
work on the Memorial
Building Landscape Master

Building
NOV. 11-17, 1928 The gold crest on

designates the Memorial Building as
a Historic Landmark

Plan
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HINSDALE, ILLINOIS, WAR MEMORIAL

‘A first blow has been struck; a contact has been made.”
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" Rare Style
; (Continued from page )

o Angelo), say those versed in the art.

3 ~ No one who has viewed a statue of

Moy
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ, tlety of mental calculation necessary to
] halt the chisel at the exact spot. The
sculptor himself, however, expresses his
formula in simple language.

T just carve off the stone I do not
need,” he once remarked to an in-
quisitor.

There have been in Hansen’s life

Col. Oskar J. W. Hansen
Critics say that Oskar J. W. Han-

sen, sculptor and creator of the granite
statue portrayed on the front cover of
this issue of Motor News, took the
fourth dimension by fierce assault.
They are moved to that statement
by the manner in which Mr. Hansen
works. He cuts into the stone directly,
without fiest making preliminary mod-
eis. He hews off the surplus stone in
much the same manner as ordinary
mortals peel an orange. This method
has not been followed with any grea:
degree of success sincesthe day of
Miche! Agnals Buonarotti (Miche!

A

B30 e e o
cermain conditions which may 2ccoumt
for his achievements in the field of art.
Bom among the rugged, towering i
mountains of Norway, his soul became
purtured with the majesty of rock
His great physical capacity for work is
typical of the Norse stock from which
he sprung.

The sculptor’s studio is located at 10
West Elm street, Chicago. He is pres-
dent of the Allied Arts Assodation
and a director of the Illinois Academy
of Fine Arts. The statue portrayed on§
the front cover is located in Hinsdale. ]

P
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Jlbiviers.

typifying the inner proeess. They form the ccunaoting link botwaen

of a atruggling humanity., It was a sudden conflict by whick the

Oskar J.W. Bansen

ot ey am

Iin hll alaurs aon;ht to express and preserve the masnitude
of his exploits in syubols. The urittan words are synbola arrang
ed so as to preserva in objectified forn the thoughx of man andfto
record his variant states, both.nsn&nl and physical. All cther
arts are ainillr.as to their symbolic significance. Thsy take
their place amang the category of lnman endeavor sinply as the
interpreter of life to itself. They serve as an outer object -

the spiritual end the material world. They are the shadows cast
by the realities of the soul. o -
The war was but an ontward expression of the immer conflict

constructive and spiripual forces of the world advanced upon the %}
path of thair deatiny. 7Truth is not always a builder; it must

sometimes be the destroyer. It must rectify, it must purify, it R
must always preﬁerve for itself the bedrock of its own eternal 3

premises. Only in this'way may the structure of humanity reach

upward; a noble structure representing the truly abiding nature
of man. Out of these conflicts herpes are born. We call them
heroes because they represent to us a symbol of what we all wish
to be. Upon the etermal battlefield of Truth they form the

" vanguard. With them new epochs are formed upon the path of

progress. They solidify and give body to those thoughts which

" declde the destinies of nétions

It igs then 1nsv12ahla tha$ sny thinking community should )
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- 92 - |
wish to perpetuate the memory of such men as an 1nspiration(to pose
terity. From time immemorial the gymbol best suited to éuch“a 4
purpose has been sculpture. From all the distant places on the
earth, from the Babylonian collossae carved on the sheer walls of
the naked desert rocks, from the Palladian Athena and the flying
Victory of Samothrace, from the conquering Augustii elevated from
the emperors seat to.the allegoricel pqsition of Gods, from Saint
Louis in his tomb with the superscription of the battlements of
Acre, from the great mailed knights of the Gothic cathedrals, and
Liberty holding aloft her torch at phe gateways of a new world;
from all of these symbols in sculpture we read the story'of man's
aspirations. This then the reason why the form of Hinsdale's
sacred symbol to its war dead should be in sculpture, and the temper»
and nature o: the subject to be comemorated appropriately dictated

that it should be named a-VICTORY.

With the thought of the great heroic traditions of ourlrace
there came the visualization of what this .Victory should look like.
There came the thought of not only the momentary and present con-
quest which the giving of these lives in war might typify. There
came the vision of the great caravan of heroes marching down the
unending pathway of the years and into which august company also our
generation has been so gloriously represented through those who gave
their lives for our sake. There came the picture of the pillars of
the temple torm down, and out of the ruin the spiritual Victory
arising, always present in calm majesty celebrating the eternal con-
quest of the spirit, maintaining itself above the sordid fallacy of
man. Hence the solld outline, the figure mounting upward, the wish

to represent the ultimate reserve and chastity.
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They are coeXistent in the whole composition or idea and carfied]

out consistently in every gesture ahd detail of the Symbolism.'

expressed in words as Justice, Mercy, and Beauty. ﬁgﬂ‘i“ -

I had in mind Justice when I cut into this stene;e;invfhe
sight of the Divine Consciousness, humanity exists as e whole;L
Him there is no adversary nor friends. To Him both our animositie
and our so-called justice must seem but weak and faulty things
Only one thing remains to us intact; our humanity. These boys |
fought in war and took life. They were animated by the emotiqn of_
love for country and kindred but they did not slay their souls forF?
this sake. There was in America's effort in the ﬁar a conscious-»:fJ
ness of it as a sort of surgical operation upon the livid tissues
of the social body. There was no hate for any part of humanity as
such. There was only a burning desire to make possibie a healthy
issue into a new Liberty. So the VICTORY guards the sword of
Justice. It rather guards than clasps this sword; for Justice
watches with dispassionate calm. It is always ready but never strikes
except when necessary. Its sword is like a living oame, three-
edged; representing the full power of The Trinity.

Then I had in mind Mercy. There came to me the picture of a
lad who crawled out into no-mans-land and brought in a German lad,
wounded, from the wire. The German was mortally wounded and when he
opened his eyes and saw the American uniferms he cried and moaned:
GWill you kill me now? Will you kill me now?" and Then the lad who

had ®rought him in put his zrms under his head and reassured him:
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_symbolic'of the rods by which the heads of anclent states made knowm

feated the Persians at Marathon.

ﬁYou are in an'American trench now. ;%bf &ou tﬁe war is ovef."l *
Wherevér thefe»is true strengthvthere is élso mercy. So I picturéd’j
VICTORY with'the wings folded,bembracihg boﬁh friends and foe.
Besides this, I had a wish to create beauty. There is Justice 2
needed for the governance of the worid, but beauty is needed for 7
its very existence. There is a golden thread of beauty cuhning
through every gesture of that great confiict. The beauty of moﬁnt;r
ing above the sordid consideration of self into the conscious
effort for a better hunanity. '_ u S L
The guerd of the sword is in the shépe of a cross. Thatiis ;

symbol carried down to us from the Crusades. To me the Great War--

vas the greatest crusade of all times. The hilt is fashioned reeded,:

their power to chastise. It is surmounted by the helmet of a Greek -

Hoplite, (infantry man) reminiscent of the great Phalanx which de-

Upon the guard and the central shield there is the coat of arms
of the United States of America. Associated ﬁith_this is the verj _13
birth of our freedom and all the heroic incidents belonging thereto. -
In this all of us have a definite part. The dead for us; and we to
realize for them humanity's great dream. So I have graven upon the
guard the motto of our country, symbolic of the very essence of

democracy: "E Pluribus Unum."™ Qut of iony One.
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