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MINUTES 

VILLAGE OF HINSDALE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

December 13, 2017  

Memorial Hall – Memorial Building, 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale 

6:00 P.M. 

             

Acting Chairman Gonzalez called the meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 

(HPC) to order at 6:00 p.m. on December 13, 2017, in Memorial Hall in the Memorial 

Building, 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale IL. 

 

Present:   Acting Chairman Gonzalez, Commissioner Bohnen, Commissioner 

Prisby, Commissioner D’Arco,  and Commissioner Williams 

Absent:   Commissioner Weinberger 

Also Present: Lance Malina, Village Attorney, Chan Yu, Village Planner, and 

Applicants for Cases HPC-10-2017, HPC-11-2017 and HPC-43-2017 

 

 

Minutes 

Acting Chairman Gonzalez introduced the minutes from the November 8, 2017, meeting 

and asked for any questions. The HPC reported no issues and unanimously approved, 5-

0 (1 absent) the November 8, 2017, minutes. 

 

Change in the Agenda Order   

Acting Chairman Frank Gonzalez proposed a change to the order of the Agenda, to review 

items 5(a) and 5(b), the Signage in the Historic Downtown District items before the two (2) 

Public Hearing Agenda items.  This was unanimously approved, 5-0 (1 absent). 
 

Signage in the Historic Downtown District 

Case A-41-2017 – 90 W. First St. – Altamura (Pizza) – Wall Sign application in the 

Historic Downtown District. 

 

A few questions about illumination and additional plans for the façade of the building were 

answered by Chan; and with no further questions by the HPC, a motion to approve the 

sign application, as submitted, was unanimously approved, 5-0 (1 absent)  

 

Signage in the Historic Downtown District 

Agenda Item – Signage in the Historic Downtown District –  Case A-43-2017 – 42 S. 

Washington St, 2nd FL.– Zouzias & Zouzias CPA – Projecting Sign in the Historic 

Downtown District 

 

A Commissioner had no concerns with the sign material or size, however, believes 

projecting signs detract from the downtown streetscape, which is why the code allows only 1 

projecting sign per building. The HPC expressed concern for additional requests for 

projecting signs by other tenants of the building. Chan stated that the code allows only 1 
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additional sign to be considered by the Plan Commission and HPC. A third sign request 

would require a ZBA variation request.  

 

The applicant reviewed the request to the HPC, and the HPC expressed that they 

appreciate the symmetry in relation to the building and existing projecting sign. However, 

the HPC stated the concern is for an additional projecting sign in the future. 

 

A motion to deny the sign application, as submitted, was unanimously approved, 5-0 (1 

absent)  

 

 

Public Hearing – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Case HPC-11-2017 – 420 E. Third Street - Request for Certificate of 

Appropriateness to Construct a new home on a vacant lot in the Robbins Park 

Historic District. 
 

The applicant clarified to the HPC that this is a home for the homeowner, as opposed to a 

spec home.  

 

The applicant stated that they do not know what type of stone will be used for the home, 

since the homeowner doesn’t consider this until the building process. The applicant also 

stated that the homeowner is also considering brick. The applicant stated that the cedar 

siding may also be changed to more brick than cedar, and that the brick they will likely use 

will be the old Chicago style brick. 

 

A Commissioner reviewed that they are reviewing the home in relation to the streetscape. 

The applicant responded they won’t change the design of the home, but will choose a 

material best suited for the streetscape. The Acting Chairman expressed that he likes the 

design of the home, but would like to see colored photo sims of the home.  

 

A Commissioner stated that he would like to see more finalized, colored plans for the home 

before reviewing it for appropriateness. The applicant expressed that this could change as 

the home progresses, per the homeowner’s decision. Chan asked, as an advisory 

commission, would the HPC be comfortable with making a recommendation of the 

materials for the applicant. A few Commissioners stated they are not comfortable with that, 

and would like to see more final designs from the applicant. 

 

A motion to approve the application for Certificate of Appropriateness, with the condition 

to meet prior to final selection of the primary exterior materials, was unanimously 

approved, 5-0 (1 absent)  

 

Please refer to Attachment 1, for the transcript for Public Hearing Case HPC-11-

2017  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Public Hearing – Request to withdraw the local landmark designation for the 

home in the Robbins Park Historic District. 

 

Case HPC-10-2017 – 244 E. First Street - Request to withdraw the local landmark 

designation for the home in the Robbins Park Historic District. 

(Commission Bohnen recused himself from this agenda item, as he is a neighbor to the 

subject property)  
 

The homeowner, Dr. Furey, summarized the history of landmarking the home and reasons 

for the request to withdraw the landmark designation. In short, Dr. Furey explained that 

his wife is very ill, and needs a home that is better suited for her physical condition. He 

stated the home is their single largest asset. In the past 6 months, he’s spoken with 2 

interested parties, but will not purchase the home with the landmark designation. Dr. 

Furey stated that they are in a position where they need to sell their home in a reasonable 

time. To that end, the concern is that the home will take longer to sell and will sell for less 

with the local landmark designation.  
 

Please refer to Attachment 2, for the transcript for Public Hearing Case HPC-10-

2017  

 

A motion to deny the request to withdraw the local landmark designation, based on the 

showing of financial hardship, was unanimously approved, 4-0 (1 absent and 1 recused) 

 

 

Discussion Items 

With no time left for the HPC meeting (7:49 PM, and the Plan Commission meeting is 

scheduled at 7:30 PM), The Village Attorney expressed the discussion item to establish a 

new HPC meeting schedule for 2018 could be completed through email with the Village 

Planner. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

The HPC unanimously agreed to adjourn at 7:49 PM on December 13, 2017. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 Chan Yu,    ,  Village Planner 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )

                  )  ss:

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

            BEFORE THE VILLAGE OF HINSDALE 

            HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF:          )

                           )

CASE NO. HPC-11-2017       )        

                           )

420 EAST THIRD STREET      ) 

         REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS had and testimony 

taken at the Certificate of Appropriateness 

Public Hearing of the above-entitled matter 

before the Hinsdale Historic Preservation 

Commission, at 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, 

Illinois, on the 13th day of December, 2017, at 

the hour of 6:18 p.m.

     COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

         MR. FRANK GONZALEZ, Acting Chairman; 

         MR. JOHN BOHNEN, Member;   

         MS. JANICE D'ARCO, Member;          

         MS. SANDRA WILLIAMS, Member;        

         MR. JIM PRISBY, Member.
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2

     ALSO PRESENT: 1

         MR. LANCE MALINA, Village Attorney; 2

         MR. CHAN YU, Village Planner; 3

         MS. CARRIE KENNA.  4

_______________________________________________5

         CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Let's go to the 6

second item on the agenda, the public hearing 7

for certification of appropriateness.  It's case 8

No. HPC-11-2017, 420 East Third Street, 9

construction for a new home on a vacant lot in 06:17:54PM 10

the Robbins Park Historic District.  Let's 11

review this.  12

MR. MALINA:  May we also say we should 13

open the public hearing on this.  This one is a 14

public hearing. 15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  16

MR. MALINA:  All right.  So do you 17

typically open them --  18

Let's ask Chairman Bohnen.  Do you 19

typically open them yourself, or do you 06:18:27PM 20

typically open them by asking for a motion?  21

MR. BOHNEN:  I would typically open it 22

3

myself.  1

MR. MALINA:  That's fine.  So 2

Chairman Gonzalez, acting chair, can just 3

announce that the public hearing is open. 4

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  The public 5

hearing is open for 420 East Third Street, 6

Certificate of Appropriateness.  7

MR. MALINA:  Did they all get proper 8

notice?  9

MR. YU:  Yes. 06:18:55PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Is the builder or 11

anybody here?  12

MR. YU:  Yes.  She is in the audience. 13

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Oh, okay.  14

MR. BOHNEN:  Carrie, do you choose to 15

come to the podium?  16

MS. KENNA:  Okay.  I have never done 17

this before. 18

MR. BOHNEN:  And be prepared to answer 19

some questions.  06:19:27PM 20

MS. KENNA:  Sure.  21

MR. BOHNEN:  And maybe get sworn in.   22

4

MR. MALINA:  Yes, that would be 1

appropriate, to step up and be sworn in case 2

there are questions.  Or if you wish to make any 3

presentation to the Commission.  It's not 4

necessary unless they ask, but you can. 5

     (Ms. Carrie Kenna sworn.)  6

MR. BOHNEN:  Carrie, this is a new 7

house for Mr. Code?  8

MS. KENNA:  Yes.  9

MR. BOHNEN:   And he intends to live in 06:20:08PM 10

it?   11

MS. KENNA:  Yes.  12

MR. BOHNEN:  It's not a spec house? 13

MS. KENNA:  No. 14

MR. BOHNEN:  For himself?  15

MS. KENNA:  Yes.  16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Just a question, do 17

you happen to know --  I'm trying to understand 18

the materials, the facade on the walls, exterior 19

walls.  Do you know what kind of stone is being 06:20:33PM 20

selected?  21

MS. KENNA:  No.  They don't do that 22

5

until they get into the building process.  And 1

they are contemplating actually maybe even 2

changing over to brick.  3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  And second 4

question leads again to the facade.  Seems as 5

though there is some kind of siding.  I assume 6

it's wooden siding, correct?  7

MS. KENNA:  There is cedar siding.  8

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Cedar. 9

MS. KENNA:  And they may change that to 06:20:58PM 10

be more brick than cedar.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Oh, okay.  Because 12

it would be good for us, the Commission, to 13

understand the textures on the exterior wall 14

because for streetscape.  It helps us see how it 15

relates or doesn't relate or blends in.  16

MS. KENNA:  Well, the house next door 17

is stone so they are thinking that maybe they 18

want to change it up some.  So initially they 19

were thinking stone on the bottom with the cedar 06:21:27PM 20

on the top, somewhat similar.  But I think they 21

are feeling like that there are too many homes 22

Attachment 1 - 12.13.17 HPC Minutes



3 of 13 sheets KATHLEEN W. BONO, CSR 630-834-7779

6

that are looking that way.  They without 1

question want to fit in to the area.  So they 2

want it to be --  That's where they are 3

contemplating more of a brick.  4

MS. D'ARCO:  I was going to say you 5

have the Zook house to the -- 6

MS. KENNA:  To the east.7

MS. D'ARCO:  -- east.  And then you 8

have the newer home on the right, the right.  So 9

some average combination of those two?  06:21:56PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Right.  Because it 11

would be good to know the stone, the cedar.  12

And then the roof, what kind of 13

roof system?  Is it -- 14

MS. KENNA:  It will be slate. 15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  -- is it going to 16

be metal or --  Excuse me?  17

MS. KENNA:  Slate.  18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Oh, slate.  Okay.  19

That's good.  There is only one type of slate, 06:22:15PM 20

it's easy to figure out.  21

MS. KENNA:  And the decisions usually 22

7

come once you start doing the building, that 1

they will bring different materials in and 2

actually place it on the front of the building 3

to make a decision as to what they like.  So 4

they will look at a variety, whether it be 5

stones or bricks.  So they don't necessarily 6

make that at this stage of the game.  7

MR. BOHNEN:  Well, just so you 8

understand, our concern is streetscape.  That's 9

our purview.  06:22:42PM 10

MS. KENNA:  They won't change the 11

design that you are looking at there.  But the 12

material, they try to choose a material that 13

they feel is best suited for that.  14

MR. BOHNEN:  But our concern also goes 15

to materials, too, because that's part of 16

streetscape.  17

MS. KENNA:  Yes.  18

MR. BOHNEN:  So the more we can know, 19

obviously, the better.  06:23:00PM 20

MS. KENNA:  Right.  21

MR. BOHNEN:  But you don't know at this 22

8

point?1

MS. KENNA:  No.  They truly don't know.  2

MR. BOHNEN:  You do have the Zook over 3

to the east, which is a dark red.  And the one 4

to the west is a lighter home.  So it will be 5

something that would contrast maybe between 6

them.  7

MS. KENNA:  It would probably be 8

more --  If they do a brick, they probably would 9

do more of the old Chicago type of paver type of 06:23:18PM 10

brick, the old brick. 11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  The reason we are 12

asking is there is always a fear it's going to 13

be one of those new houses that it's wooden 14

siding, it's painted white, and may have a base 15

that's stone.  16

MS. KENNA:  With white and black 17

windows?  18

MR. BOHNEN:  Yes. 19

MS. KENNA:  Not going to be that, not 06:23:37PM 20

going to be that. 21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We can take you 22

9

around.  Yes.  1

MS. D'ARCO:  And you have a new home 2

going up across the street, too?  3

MS. KENNA:  Yes.  And I think it would 4

be --  They definitely would like it to be 5

different than that.  They'd like to keep some 6

integrity over there.  They don't want it to 7

look like a cookie-cutter subdivision.  So this 8

is probably their fourth home in the area that 9

they have built, and each one of them is 06:24:01PM 10

extremely unique and I think very complementary 11

to the surroundings.  12

MR. BOHNEN:  Everything they have done 13

is very tasteful.  I don't worry about that.  14

It's just trying to get a vision of what the 15

streetscape is going to be is kind of why we 16

stick our nose in.  17

MS. KENNA:  Uh-huh.  18

MR. PRISBY:  So the plan is great.  I 19

have no issue with the plan.  The forms look 06:24:26PM 20

good.  The proportions are good.  I know that 21

there is an issue with maximum elevation because 22
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of the grade drop-off with the back of the 1

house, that looks terrific.  2

But we are reviewing this for 3

appropriateness, what it looks like.  Correct?  4

I think actually knowing the materials that are 5

going in are kind of critical to making that 6

decision.  This house will change depending on 7

the brick and the stone and the siding type.  8

It's currently shown as a horizontal siding.  9

This house looks different if it's in a cedar 06:24:58PM 10

shake or changes in even just the dimensions of 11

the exposure.  And I think that's important to 12

know.  And I think it looks terrific, and I have 13

no issues with that.  14

MS. KENNA:  Right.  But that's a very 15

personal decision that they make that -- 16

MR. PRISBY:  Sure. 17

MS. KENNA:  They definitely want to see 18

that once the structure goes up so that they can 19

make the decision.  It's not something that they 06:25:23PM 20

are, you know, at this point they are without 21

question leaning towards --  As I said, they 22

11

mentioned the common, you know, brick.  But --   1

MR. PRISBY:  Well, I think they've had 2

a great run.  They do some nice stuff.  I 3

understand their need to --  It's personal to 4

them for their selection.  But I would say from 5

this board's standpoint, it's personal to us, 6

too.  That's part of our job, I believe, is to 7

maintain streetscape.  I would kind of like to 8

know.  9

MR. BOHNEN:  Are you suggesting that in 06:25:49PM 10

cases like this that they come back before this 11

Commission before they do their final choice?  12

MS. KENNA:  Is that your jurisdiction, 13

is that?  I mean we have never encountered that 14

with the years we have been here in Hinsdale 15

that I have never known that we have to go 16

before any sort of committee to have approval of 17

what they are doing that -- 18

MR. BOHNEN:   And we are concerned about 19

the streetscape -- 06:26:16PM 20

MS. KENNA:  Understood.  21

MR. BOHNEN:  -- in the historic 22

12

district.  1

MS. KENNA:  Yes.  2

MR. BOHNEN:  So that's why we are --  3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  What we 4

occasionally do, builders or architects have 5

shown us renderings, and sort of like it also 6

included a streetscape and put it in the --    7

And then they dropped in the home in the 8

photograph, call it that.  And it helps us to 9

visualize a little bit.  06:26:37PM 10

I certainly like the design.  It's 11

a wonderful design.  As far as trying --  My 12

first question when I opened up the plans was 13

like I didn't know what type of material, and I 14

couldn't visualize it.  And it would be good to 15

have an understanding of what the end user, how 16

the house will look like.  17

I'm just putting this as a 18

question.  I'm not asking you, I'm not trying to 19

put you on the spot or anything.  06:27:05PM 20

MR. BOHNEN:  So that you understand, we 21

are approached typically by neighbors that are 22

13

concerned about the new houses that are going up 1

in their block in the historic neighborhood.  2

MS. KENNA:  Sure.  I mean we build many 3

homes over there.  And I do the visits with the 4

neighbors.  We go through the plans.  5

MR. BOHNEN:  They come and approach us.  6

MS. KENNA:  I usually bring the plans 7

with versus just having given them the tree 8

preservation plan.  So certainly they come into 9

the Village any time they have questions or 06:27:32PM 10

concerns as to what's going up and --  11

But the personal taste part of it 12

is not something that we have encountered 13

somebody having an issue with us as of yet.  14

MR. BOHNEN:  I'm sure you haven't.  15

Again, just to frame our area of concern -- 16

MS. KENNA:  Understood.  You want it to 17

fit into the neighborhood.  18

MR. BOHNEN:  We're not trying to 19

dictate personal taste.  But we get approached 06:27:57PM 20

by the neighbors in that block asking whether 21

it's going to fit into the streetscape and that, 22
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that is our purview.  1

MS. KENNA:  And I think based on the 2

design, you can see that design will fit into 3

the streetscape.  The material on the outside is 4

certainly going to be something I think they 5

have a good track record that you can go back to 6

see what they have designed.  And again, the 7

design is up to the homeowner and the landowner 8

as to what they find attractive.  9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Right. 06:28:28PM 10

MS. KENNA:  And what they perceive --11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I agree with you.  12

And it's definitely their taste and decision and 13

it's their home at the end.  We just want to 14

visualize it a little bit more.  15

MR. MALINA:  I have a suggestion.  16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  17

MR. MALINA:  One option would be to ask 18

for the applicant to do simple elevations for 19

like the possible materials that might be used.  06:28:46PM 20

So like brick, stone.  And then you would have 21

an idea of how it might look with the various 22

15

alternatives.  And then as long as you pick one 1

of those alternatives conceptually, it will have 2

been approved. 3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  In color. 4

MR. MALINA:  Yes.   5

MS. D'ARCO:  I mean it's hard for us to 6

opine on appropriateness if we don't -- 7

MS. KENNA:  And, again, we can have -- 8

MS. D'ARCO:  -- things are changing. 9

MS. KENNA:  I mean when we go in with a 06:29:11PM 10

stone sample, you are going to have four or five 11

different stone samples.  I'm not sure where 12

they are going to get somebody to do a color 13

rendering of, you know, 20 samples.  14

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No.  We don't 15

expect 20.  We expect maybe three or something 16

like that, three options of something.  17

MR. PRISBY:  I would be good with one.  18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  One?  Okay.  One 19

option.  There you go.  06:29:31PM 20

MR. PRISBY:  We are thinking about 21

doing this. 22

16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  And that's it.  And 1

then it's final.  2

MS. KENNA:  At the moment, you know -- 3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  So when they show 4

it to them, they can't change it; right? 5

MS. KENNA:  I --   6

MR. PRISBY:  For me there are multiple 7

choices, right?  To me when it comes before us, 8

I would like to see it a little closer than what 9

we have. 06:29:46PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Right.  11

MR. PRISBY:  Because I think it's 12

important as we are weighing the decision on 13

whether this is appropriate or not.  It just 14

seems to me that it's then missing some key 15

information.  If we go from stone to brick, if 16

we go from one siding to another, to me that's 17

missing enough information for me to properly 18

weigh on whether we think that's appropriate or 19

not.  06:30:05PM 20

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  21

MR. PRISBY:  That's all.  And that 22

17

could be one color rendering. 1

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  2

MR. PRISBY:  Now, again back to the 3

original point, you know, do they come back 4

before us -- and I think John brought this up -- 5

with stone samples.  6

MR. BOHNEN:  I'm asking that 7

rhetorically.  8

MR. PRISBY:  I don't think that's the 9

case. 06:30:26PM 10

MS. KENNA:  But again, we can come back 11

to you with a color rendering.  And when they 12

get there and they start to build the house, 13

that may not be the end result.  14

I mean that's reality.  I mean I 15

just know, we have been doing this for so many 16

years.  And until they see that in its 17

environment, that's when that decision will be 18

made.  So I can bring you color renderings of 19

that.  What you have in front of you is what I 06:30:48PM 20

would bring a -- ask somebody, I don't know who 21

would do the color renderings, but we would 22
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figure that out.  But reality is they are going 1

to wait until they are in their environment.  2

MR. YU:  So as an advisory commission, 3

would you be comfortable with making a 4

recommendation of the materials for them to use 5

from the board?  6

MR. PRISBY:  I'm really not comfortable 7

making that decision.  8

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No.  That's us -- 9

MR. PRISBY:  That's their home.  I 06:31:13PM 10

would like them to have what they have, what 11

they want.  12

MS. KENNA:  But the design, you see the 13

design.  So, you know, again, I mean they are 14

not going to go and be painting it any off 15

color.  They are not going to be using --  The 16

stones that they would use would be similar 17

to -- 18

MR. PRISBY:  But I think that's the 19

point I'm trying to make.  It's just not, I 06:31:34PM 20

don't know.   21

MS. KENNA:  I mean Chicago brick or 22

19

something.  Well, I mean I just told you that 1

their decisions are Chicago brick or their 2

stones would be the light-colored stones.  They 3

are not looking to do, you know, a blue house.  4

MR. PRISBY:  Just as an example.  5

MR. BOHNEN:  It would be a different 6

house.7

MR. PRISBY:  I don't mean to be a pain.  8

But what if they wanted to do pink siding after 9

the fact?  Where does our responsibility lie in 06:31:56PM 10

that?  Where do we end our discussion?  11

MS. KENNA:  Well, that's just personal 12

taste that --  How do we dictate that?  13

MR. PRISBY:  But that does affect 14

streetscape, which we are supposed to be 15

discussing, which is why I'm saying where does 16

our responsibility on this end. 17

MS. KENNA:  But there were a lot of 18

pink houses.  You can't say that about that, you 19

know.   06:32:18PM 20

MR. PRISBY:  One across the street.  21

Templetons.  22

20

MS. KENNA:  And now the first one they 1

did, 219 East Third, what colors were those?  2

MR. PRISBY:  I'm not even saying I 3

wouldn't want it a pink house.  But I'm just 4

saying as an example, if the neighborhood 5

wouldn't.  It's a streetscape issue.  Is that an 6

important decision that we need to make?  Is 7

that information we need to have?  8

MR. BOHNEN:  Let me ask you, 9

Mr. Architect, the difference between brick and 06:32:38PM 10

stone is a different look.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  12

MR. PRISBY:  That's my point.  Yes.  If 13

they said to me, We want to do a rectangular 14

stone, okay, great.  I could go with that.  15

There is plenty of colors they could do with a 16

rectangular stone.  Is it random patterns?  Is 17

it a river rock?  18

And that gets back to is it a lap 19

siding?  Is it 6-inch exposure, 10-inch 06:33:03PM 20

exposure, 2-inch?  Is it is an alternating 21

siding?  It changes the look of the house.22

21

MR. BOHNEN:  The problem is you are 1

bringing us a good-looking house.  And usually 2

we are looking at board and -- white houses with 3

black windows.4

MS. KENNA:  So again, we deal with 5

custom people.  And there is no decision that's 6

made until you are in the moment.  So when it 7

comes to the outside, you know, they are going 8

to have --  From our experience at this level in 9

this area, they may have some ideas up-front; 06:33:32PM 10

but they are still going to have samples of 11

whatever it is in front of them to make that 12

final decision and see how it fits in the 13

environment.  14

MR. BOHNEN:  So if we are going to try 15

and make this fit up with our duty -- 16

MS. KENNA:  And again, we are not 17

changing the design.18

MR. PRISBY:  Correct.  19

MS. KENNA:  But the materials 06:33:56PM 20

absolutely, which could change your views.21

MR. BOHNEN:  Maybe you should bring us 22
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a rendering of stone and a rendering of brick.  1

MS. KENNA:  I could do that but even on 2

the brick -- 3

MR. BOHNEN:  Knowing that the color 4

is -- 5

MS. KENNA:  But, John, even on the 6

brick, they don't know how much they will put on 7

the brick, where they will go.  Are they going 8

to go up on the --   You know, they may go to a 9

house that we just finished over on Spring Road 06:34:15PM 10

where they do it all brick.  And they may choose 11

not to.  They may choose just the bottom to be 12

brick and the other to be siding.  They truly 13

don't know at this stage.  I'm not trying to be, 14

you know, uncooperative with you.  15

MR. PRISBY:  No, I understand.  16

MS. KENNA:  But I'm saying that, you 17

know, they are spending a significant amount of 18

money as do most.  And they certainly want a 19

very tasteful product, and I think that their 06:34:38PM 20

history speaks for themselves in this particular 21

situation.  22

23

MR. BOHNEN:  I wouldn't argue that 1

point.  It's trying to make it fit with our 2

mission that we have.  3

MS. D'ARCO:  Well, it's incomplete 4

information I think at the end of the day for us 5

because -- 6

MS. KENNA:  But then the information 7

can not come to you complete until they are at 8

that stage of the project.  That's when that 9

decision truly is made.  06:35:08PM 10

MS. D'ARCO:  But we have had other 11

builders come with the information at this stage 12

of the project.13

MS. KENNA:  Some people do make them 14

ahead of time.  We have experienced --  This is 15

the fourth home we are doing with these people.  16

And we understand their process.  And we know 17

and with the majority of people we do work with, 18

they truly do not --  They have an idea of what 19

they want without question but that actual 06:35:29PM 20

decision is not made until you are in the 21

moment.22

24

As we said, the design won't 1

change.  We are doing everything according to 2

code and the zoning, you know, heights, 3

setbacks, size.4

MR. PRISBY:  I think the house looks 5

great as is if it was this siding and this 6

stone.  7

MS. KENNA:  And it may well be.8

MR. PRISBY:  It may very well be.  I 9

think the problem, like Janice just said, it's 06:36:00PM 10

incomplete.  We don't know for sure.  They have 11

a great track record of making terrific choices 12

but, you know, maybe one -- 13

MS. KENNA:  But the true end result 14

will be when they put that up. 15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  When would that be 16

approximately, six months from now?  I don't 17

know, just guessing.  18

MS. KENNA:  Probably depending on when 19

they get the permit, but it could be four to six 06:36:20PM 20

months. 21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  No, I'm just 22

25

trying to get an idea I think --  So it wouldn't 1

hurt -- 2

MS. KENNA:  I didn't know it would go 3

long, I'm so sorry.  4

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Would it be --  5

MS. KENNA:  I mean Chicago common 6

brick, I don't --  We did a house at 118 East 7

Third so it could be similar to that kind of 8

brick.  You know what I mean?  That again fits 9

in.  06:36:49PM 10

MR. MALINA:  I have another suggestion.  11

If we are not comfortable asking for a range of 12

possibilities that are preapproved, if that's 13

too difficult, one possibility would be to 14

condition your advisory approval on something 15

substantially similar with stone or brick.  And 16

then delegate, you could appoint one of your 17

number, maybe your architect, to do a review 18

when it's finally approved.  And they have the 19

option, if it's substantially different, to ask 06:37:16PM 20

that it be brought back for final approval, 21

something like that.  That's an option I have 22
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seen where you delegate to one, almost like 1

create a committee of one to do a review, if you 2

feel comfortable with that.3

MR. PRISBY:  This isn't all that 4

different from our other approvals with 5

conditions to meet with us.  6

MR. MALINA:  You do that?  7

MR. BOHNEN:   Yeah, we do. 8

MR. PRISBY:  We have done that for a 9

few of them. 06:37:42PM 10

MR. MALINA:  Maybe that's the way. 11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes, we have met.  12

Jim and I have met other people.  13

MR. MALINA:  Maybe that's the way.  14

MR. BOHNEN:  We have the builders meet 15

with our architects.  We give them conditional 16

approvals based on certain conditions.  17

MR. MALINA:  Subject to that meeting 18

and then the architects, if they have a concern, 19

then they ask that they reappear.06:37:59PM 20

MR. PRISBY:  Do you understand what we 21

are talking about?  22

27

MS. KENNA:  No.  1

MR. PRISBY:  It would be a conditional 2

approval so you could get started on the project 3

with the condition that we meet with either one 4

or two of us from the board as just part of 5

that. 6

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  The final choice.  7

MR. MALINA:  The final choice is made.  8

You meet with an architect or two on the board 9

and say, Here is what they picked.  06:38:24PM 10

MR. PRISBY:  Understand, we are not 11

trying to be obstructionists on this.  We're 12

just --   13

MS. KENNA:  And what if you don't like 14

it?  Do they tell them they can't do it?  I 15

guess I mean what's the, where --  You know, I 16

mean honestly --  So you are saying you have 17

control over what these folks are going to do?18

MR. PRISBY:  Only advisory at this 19

juncture.  So we can sit there and say, We think 06:38:43PM 20

this is a terrible decision.  21

And you can say, That's terrific, 22

28

this is what we would like, and go ahead.  1

But we may be able to sit there and 2

actually say, well, you know, this stone may 3

actually work better with this siding or this 4

color, just as an advisory standpoint.  And the 5

owner might say --  6

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We usually meet in 7

the middle ground, that's what happens.  8

MS. KENNA:  Okay.  9

MR. BOHNEN:  We have had builders that 06:39:08PM 10

take kindly to the advice that our architects 11

put forth in their final decision.  This may not 12

necessitate that type of input, this particular 13

house owner and builder.  14

MR. MALINA:  And the important thing 15

for the Commission is they have exercised their 16

mission, which is their concern.  Without the 17

information, they are not fulfilling their 18

duties to advise.  19

MR. PRISBY:  And to your point, with 06:39:35PM 20

their track record, I don't see it as an issue. 21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Probably most 22

29

likely we'd probably say it's good.  I think so 1

because what Jim --  I mean I respect Jim.  And 2

he generally has a good understanding of the 3

Village much more than I do in that sense 4

because he builds here and I don't.  5

So, yes, I think I would like to do 6

that.  Or I don't know.  We should put this to a 7

vote.  8

MR. MALINA:  Right.  The motion would 9

be to approve subject to --  If you have done 06:40:03PM 10

this before, just do it the way you have done it 11

subject to a condition that when the final 12

materials are chosen that they be submitted to 13

Commissioner Prisby and Commissioner Gonzalez 14

for their input.  15

MS. D'ARCO:  And just a question, so 16

they need this in order to move forward with the 17

permitting process?  18

MR. YU:  They need a decision.19

MS. D'ARCO:  So if we are okay with 06:40:28PM 20

them moving forward with the building process, 21

it's really just more the aesthetics.22

Attachment 1 - 12.13.17 HPC Minutes



9 of 13 sheets KATHLEEN W. BONO, CSR 630-834-7779

30

MR. BOHNEN:  They can move forward.1

MS. D'ARCO:  So they can move forward 2

and get approval because we don't want to uphold 3

that process.  4

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Right.  Why 5

don't we make it a motion to approve subject 6

with a subject -- a condition that we meet at a 7

given time, we don't know yet, to -- 8

MR. PRISBY:  Prior to final selection.  9

MR. MALINA:  Yes.  At the time of final 06:40:59PM 10

materials are to be chosen. 11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  12

MR. BOHNEN:   Of the exterior. 13

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  -- of the exterior 14

materials.  15

MR. PRISBY:  I will make a motion to 16

approve with the conditions. 17

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  Please make a 18

motion to approve with the conditions.  19

MR. PRISBY:  I make a motion to approve 06:41:15PM 20

with the conditions that a meeting be had before 21

final decision or selection of all exterior 22

31

materials.  Well, I don't want to say "all 1

exterior materials" but --   2

MS. KENNA:  You just want to know -- 3

MR. PRISBY:  -- the primary exterior 4

materials.  5

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Primary.  6

MS. KENNA:  If it's going to be stone 7

or brick.  8

MR. PRISBY:  Essentially, yes. 9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Second?06:41:37PM 10

MR. BOHNEN:  Second.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  All in favor?  12

MR. BOHNEN:  Aye. 13

MS. WILLIAMS:  Aye. 14

MR. PRISBY:  Aye. 15

MS. D'ARCO:  Aye.  16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Aye. 17

MR. MALINA:  Thank you.18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Thank you.19

                  * * *  20

(Which were all the proceedings had 21

               in the above-entitled cause.) 22

32

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 1

                  )  ss.  

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )2

3

         I, JANICE H. HEINEMANN, CSR, RDR, CRR, 4

do hereby certify that I am a court reporter 5

doing business in the State of Illinois, that I 6

reported in shorthand the testimony given at the 7

hearing of said cause, and that the foregoing is 8

a true and correct transcript of my shorthand 9

notes so taken as aforesaid.  10

11

                  12

13

         ______________________________________14
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16
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )

                  )  ss:

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

            BEFORE THE VILLAGE OF HINSDALE 

            HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF:          )

                           )

CASE NO. HPC-10-2017       )        

                           )

244 E. FIRST STREET        ) 

         REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS had and testimony 

taken at the Withdrawal of Local Landmark 

Designation Public Hearing of the above-entitled 

matter before the Hinsdale Historic Preservation 

Commission, at 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, 

Illinois, on the 13th day of December, 2017, at 

the hour of 6:42 p.m.

     COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

         MR. FRANK GONZALEZ, Acting Chairman; 

         MS. JANICE D'ARCO, Member;

         MS. SANDRA WILLIAMS, Member;        

         MR. JIM PRISBY, Member.
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2

     ALSO PRESENT: 1

         MR. LANCE MALINA, Village Attorney; 2

         MR. CHAN YU, Village Planner;3

         DR. WARREN FUREY, 4

         DR. ANNE SCHULTZ,5

         MR. BOB SCHULTZ, 6

         MS. CARRIE KENNA, 7

         MR. and MRS. JOHN BOHNEN.       8

__________________________________________9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Moving 10

forward. 11

MR. BOHNEN:  Because I am a neighbor, I 12

am going to recuse myself from the next item and 13

join my wife in the audience.  14

MR. PRISBY:  Also, it needs to be -- 15

MR. BOHNEN:  Is that a motion or we 16

just announce it?  17

MR. MALINA:  No.  No.  You have stated 18

why you are recusing yourself, so that's duly 19

noted.06:42:26PM 20

MR. BOHNEN:  Okay.  21

MR. MALINA:  And as a resident and 22

3

participant, you can retire to the audience and 1

participate in that manner.2

MR. BOHNEN:   Will do. 3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  4

MR. PRISBY:  And Frank, I think it 5

needs to be part of the public record that     6

10 years ago in 2007 I was retained and did an 7

addition for Greg and Jenny Furey in 2007.  8

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  9

MR. PRISBY:  However, I don't think 06:42:51PM 10

that that will affect my ability to properly -- 11

MR. BOHNEN:  Did they pay you?  12

MR. PRISBY:  Yes, they did pay me as a 13

matter of fact.  I had a good time on that 14

project. 15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  All right.  16

Next on the agenda.    17

MR. MALINA:  Yes.  That is adequate.  18

MR. PRISBY:  Thank you.  19

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Public 06:43:04PM 20

hearing to withdraw local landmark, Case 21

HPC-10-2017 at 244 East First Street, Request to 22

4

withdraw the local landmark designation for the 1

home in the Robbins Park Historic District.  2

So, now, I just want to say, as you 3

know already, you have heard this many times is 4

that this is a public hearing.  We are an 5

advisory committee.  So basically we just 6

provide suggestions and we vote on what we 7

decide.  Okay.  8

Whoever is going to be speaking, if 9

you would, please, get sworn in. 06:43:47PM 10

DR. SCHULTZ:  He doesn't hear, so I 11

apologize.  You have to be sworn in.   12

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  That's fine. 13

MR. MALINA:  Anyone else who is 14

planning on presenting testimony, stand and 15

raise your right hand to be sworn at this time.   16

                  (Dr. Warren Furey, Dr. Anne 17

                   Schultz, Mr. Bob Schultz and 18

                   Mr. John Bohnen sworn.) 19

DR. FUREY:  If I should talk, let me 06:44:30PM 20

know.  21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  You can 22

5

basically, you can suggest -- 1

MR. MALINA:  You have the letter that 2

we wrote. 3

DR. SCHULTZ:  He won't hear you, I'm 4

sorry.   5

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Now -- 6

DR. FUREY:  And if you would like, I 7

can read the letter.  8

DR. SCHULTZ:  I'm sorry.  Hang on.  One 9

second.  06:44:43PM 10

Did you have more to say?  He just 11

can't hear.  12

DR. FUREY:  I'm sorry.  13

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No.  I would like 14

to avail him, if he'd like to speak first.   15

DR. FUREY:  I'm sorry.  16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No, you don't -- 17

DR. FUREY:  I'm sorry.  I'm --   18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  You don't have to 19

apologize, sir.  You are fine.  You are 06:44:50PM 20

completely fine.  I have elderly parents, too.  21

So we are all in the same boat.  22

HPC-10-2017 Attachment 2 - 12.13.17 HPC Minutes



3 of 29 sheets KATHLEEN W. BONO, CSR 630-834-7779

6

DR. SCHULTZ:  He reads lips so 1

sometimes he can tell you're talking to him.  2

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Oh, okay.  3

DR. SCHULTZ:  So if you look at him, it 4

will help a lot. 5

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Basically you can 6

address us as why you are here.  We know what we 7

have read, but we would like to hear it from 8

you.  9

DR. FUREY:  Okay.  06:45:09PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Why you are here 11

and proposing to remove the landmark from your 12

house. 13

DR. FUREY:  Would it be appropriate if 14

I read the letter and paraphrased a little bit?  15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  You can paraphrase, 16

that's basically fine.  17

DR. FUREY:  That's, you know -- 18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We read the letter.  19

We know the letter.  06:45:25PM 20

DR. FUREY:  Thank you, Mr. Gonzalez, 21

board members.  Nancy and are requesting to have 22

7

landmark status removed.  We decided long before 1

the Village created historic districts to make 2

it landmark.  We did this out of our desire to 3

raise awareness and create appreciation for 4

historic architecture at the height of the 5

teardown phenomenon in the 1990s.  The historic 6

preservation ordinance was a voluntary ordinance 7

at the time.  We were told designating our home 8

as a landmark was not binding as it could be in 9

other communities.  We also were reassured we 06:46:08PM 10

could have this designation removed should we 11

change our minds.  12

We fully believed our decision 13

would help enhance not only our property but 14

actually the whole neighborhood.  We are 15

fortunate east First Street had not seen major 16

changes to its housing stock in over 7 years.  17

Older homes like ours were still drawing, you 18

know, they were wanted.  19

However, recently we have seen our 06:46:36PM 20

streetscape change and the value of older homes 21

like ours has reduced.  The 19th century home, 22

8

the home right across the street from us, the 1

kids played there as kids, was torn down and 2

it's been a vacant lot for a year.  Another 19th 3

century home catty-corner to us has been on the 4

market for -- I don't know how long -- over two 5

years.  6

We are appealing now because eight 7

months ago --  We had a family.  Nancy got 8

carcinoma of the esophagus, stage 3, it was 9

sudden and unexpected.  We needed to have a home 06:47:19PM 10

sort of better suited to her needs and her 11

illness.  We put our house on the market.  And 12

our deep hope is always to sell the home to 13

someone who would restore it back to its 14

original luster.  We love the place.  15

In the past six months, we have 16

spoken with two parties who would be interested 17

in purchasing and restoring the home.  However, 18

they also indicated they don't have any interest 19

in purchasing the house with the current 06:47:49PM 20

landmark designation.  21

Our home is our largest single 22

9

asset.  We find ourselves in a position where we 1

need to sell it in a reasonable time and real 2

estate agents and investors are requesting we 3

remove landmark status.  We are concerned the 4

landmark status will increase the time our home 5

sits on the market, and we won't get as much for 6

it.  7

We plan to market the home and 8

highlight its historic value, its architect.  9

And we have no interest in marketing just for 06:48:21PM 10

the lot value, it goes against all we love and 11

value in our home.  We are confident that since 12

our home is now located in the historic 13

preservation district the next owner will be 14

required to appear in front of the Hinsdale 15

preservation committee with any rehabilitation 16

plans.  And the town will do what the 17

preservation ordinance intended, act as an 18

educational resource and provide guidance during 19

restoration from experts in their fields in our 06:48:50PM 20

lovely town's history.  These recommendations 21

will be voluntary, not binding.  And we think 22
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this is what the original law intended.  1

It's important for me to point out 2

we haven't taken advantage of any potential tax 3

savings by way of the landmark status.  I will 4

admit I'm very proud of the plaque that we have 5

and a lot of pride in it.  We've dearly loved 6

our home for 46 years, hoping to find another 7

owner who will restore it, and enjoy it as well.  8

Thank you. 9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  06:49:32PM 10

MR. PRISBY:  Thank you.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I have a number of 12

questions because in the application if you -- 13

Okay.  Since you are claiming financial 14

hardship, there is going to be some sensitive 15

questions the board needs to be answered.  They 16

are sensitive.  I apologize, but we need to ask.  17

So I'm going to ask a question.  18

You can stand right here, fine.  19

DR. SCHULTZ:  Papa, I can tell you what 06:49:55PM 20

he's saying.  We will tell you.  I can tell you 21

what he's saying.  No problem. 22

11

He says because it's for financial 1

hardship he's going to have to ask you some 2

sensitive questions.  3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  We have a 4

list.  Okay.  I will begin, and I will speak as 5

slowly as I can.6

DR. SCHULTZ:  It would have been nice 7

to have that list prior to the meeting, but go 8

ahead. 9

DR. FUREY:  I'm sorry.  06:50:24PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.   11

DR. SCHULTZ:  We have a letter from 12

the -- 13

MR. PRISBY:  I haven't seen this.  14

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I wrote the list.  15

It's a personal list. 16

DR. SCHULTZ:  Oh, okay. 17

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  So basically it's a 18

standard that commissioners work with.  19

So, okay, what relief or latitude 06:50:34PM 20

would you expect to receive if the landmark was 21

re-sited and how do you perceive that this would 22

12

enhance your ability to sell your home?  You can 1

answer that.  2

DR. SCHULTZ:  Can we have --  3

MR. SCHULTZ:  I'll do it.  Let me 4

answer that for you.  I think he's not going   5

to --  6

Just to help him out, I'm his 7

son-in-law, Bob Schultz, former trustee.  The 8

letter is pretty clear, the market would be much 9

stronger without the landmark designation.  And 06:51:02PM 10

that's why we are seeking to remove it.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  So by simply 12

removing it, you believe it's going to be more 13

value; is that it?  14

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes, absolutely.  And 15

it's more marketable. 16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  More marketable.   17

MS. KENNA:  Yes, more marketable.  18

DR. SCHULTZ:  Do you want our Realtor 19

to comment?  She's here.  06:51:18PM 20

MS. KENNA:  We are having a tough time, 21

anyone, selling --  22

13

MR. SCHULTZ:  We have a letter from our 1

Realtor that also explains that.  2

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Well, we may 3

have questions with the Realtor, too.  4

The other question is --  Okay.  5

This is about financial question.  Is it correct 6

that both of you, Mr. and Mrs. Furey, were 7

practicing physicians for approximately or over 8

40 years before retiring; correct?  9

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's correct.  I have 06:51:41PM 10

no idea what that would have to do with 11

anything.   12

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Well, I'm asking 13

the question and you answered.  If you choose 14

not to answer, it's okay.  15

MR. SCHULTZ:  Okay.  Okay.    16

DR. SCHULTZ:  Papa, he wants to know if 17

you practiced as a physician for the last       18

40 years.  It's important to his decision.  Did 19

you and Nancy practice as physicians? 06:51:57PM 20

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes, they did.  21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  Okay.  22
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DR. FUREY:  I just retired because of 1

her illness after 50 years of practice.  2

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I understand, sir.  3

Is it accurate that among your real 4

estate holdings you own a farmhouse in 5

Pennsylvania and a summer home in Wisconsin as 6

well as the Hinsdale residence at 244? 7

DR. FUREY:  That's true.  8

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Does your 9

current home in Hinsdale have a mortgage?  06:52:23PM 10

DR. FUREY:  No.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Have you 12

considered a reverse mortgage being explored to 13

free up cash?  14

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's absolutely not a 15

question --  The property taxes are $40,000 a 16

year on this home, and the home is not really 17

practical for them to live in at their age.  So 18

a reverse mortgage has absolutely nothing to do 19

with the conversation. 06:52:49PM 20

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Has a best effort 21

been put forth to try and sell the home?  And if 22

15

so, please list what that effort consisted of.  1

In other words, what kind of MLS listing?  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  As our real estate 3

agent --  We marketed the home primarily in the 4

private MLS network.  5

DR. SCHULTZ:  He's asking how you sold, 6

how you put the house on the market.  7

MR. SCHULTZ:  And due to Nancy's 8

illness where the property really couldn't be 9

shown, and she was receiving medical attention.  06:53:12PM 10

We have also contacted all of the people that 11

have rehabbed and developed homes in the area 12

that would be looking at a project that large.  13

It's not that many.  Two have come forward and 14

talked with us about price and options.  And 15

both of them are interested to this day.  They 16

just, however, are not interested at any price 17

with any landmark designation.  18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Here is a 19

question, another.  Has a teardown scenario been 06:53:41PM 20

investigated or contemplated?  21

MR. SCHULTZ:  Has a teardown -- 22

16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Has a teardown 1

scenario for the home been --  2

DR. SCHULTZ:  No.3

MR. SCHULTZ:  No.4

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  5

DR. SCHULTZ:  He's asking have you, has 6

a teardown request been investigated or 7

contemplated.  8

DR. FUREY:  I certainly don't -- 9

DR. SCHULTZ:  No, again. 06:54:06PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay. 11

DR. FUREY:  No.  I have not wanted -- 12

That's one of the things we don't want, you 13

know, it's clear.  14

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Understood.  15

Okay.  Here is another one.  Is the applicant 16

and/or its heirs aware of or a party to any 17

agreement or arrangement, whether verbal or in 18

writing, to sell the home in its present 19

condition?  06:54:29PM 20

DR. SCHULTZ:  I'm sorry.  I can't even 21

really understand your question.  22

17

MR. SCHULTZ:  What's your question?  1

DR. SCHULTZ:  So there is no hope he 2

will.  3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Okay. 4

DR. SCHULTZ:  Can you slow down?  I  5

just can't understand you. 6

DR. FUREY:  Oh, I'm sorry. 7

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No, no, no.  I'll 8

slow down.  That's fine.  I'll repeat it.  9

The question is basically is the 06:54:42PM 10

applicant or its heirs aware of or a party to 11

any agreement to, arrangement, whether verbal or 12

in writing, to sell the home?  In other words, 13

it's going to be passed on to an heir of some 14

sort if it's sold?  15

MR. SCHULTZ:  No.  16

DR. SCHULTZ:  No.  17

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  All right.  18

This is a clause from the Historic Preservation, 19

and I'm just going to read it.  The Historic 06:55:04PM 20

Preservation Section 14-5-2, No. 11, "Demolition 21

should not be permitted if a structure, 22
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building, or site is economically viable in its 1

present condition or could be economically 2

viable after completion of appropriate 3

alteration and even if demolition would permit a 4

more profitable use of such site."  That's from 5

chapter 5, title 14, Historic Preservation.  6

This is a comment.  This is just to 7

give you a sense of how the board, how we 8

perceive various property.  9

Does anybody else have a question 06:55:38PM 10

here?  11

MS. D'ARCO:  I just have a question 12

about the effort that's been made to sell the 13

home.  I'm a Realtor myself as well.  And I've 14

looked on MLS in the private listing, and there 15

is very limited information on the condition of 16

the house, pictures.  There is a price and a 17

very, you know, brief description.  18

But when I think of marketing a 19

property, I think of putting it out to the 06:56:03PM 20

public.  And with all due respect, I understand 21

that there has been health concerns at home.  22

19

MR. SCHULTZ:  So you being a Realtor, 1

let me ask this question, do you believe that 2

the house with the landmark designation would 3

sell for less or more money?  Do you believe 4

that that would --  I mean you see this market 5

today and the house kitty-corner.  6

MS. D'ARCO:  You know, right.  So it -- 7

And I will say it depends, right?  It depends on 8

the condition of the house.  Because there is 9

definitely homes that have sold in the area that 06:56:27PM 10

are being renovated as we speak.  11

Even, you know, the house next to 12

420, the Zoberis' house at 430 was a beautiful 13

renovation and restoration.  On First --   14

MS. KENNA:  A great one behind it on 15

Third Street that have been done.  Tons of 16

potential for it.   17

MS. D'ARCO:  So it's definitely 18

possible, and there is buyers for it.  We have 19

the property at 120 East Fifth Street that 06:56:49PM 20

actually came before the Commission, and it 21

wasn't even landmarked, to be requested to be 22

20

torn down.  And we did not approve that as is, 1

and it's now being worked with.  It's just --  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  Well, you will still have 3

that same protection where whoever buys the 4

house, if they do decide to tear it down, they 5

will have to come here.  6

MS. D'ARCO:  They don't.  Not without 7

the landmark --  8

MR. SCHULTZ:  They will still have to 9

come here before they do anything.  06:57:13PM 10

MS. D'ARCO:  They will still have to 11

come to us.  12

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  13

MS. D'ARCO:  But then our purview at 14

that point is purely advisory.  15

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  16

MS. D'ARCO:  We cannot prevent a 17

teardown.  18

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  They will also 19

have -- 06:57:22PM 20

MS. D'ARCO:  The only way we can secure 21

no teardown is by having that landmark status in 22

21

place.  And that's where, that's where it 1

becomes the problem.  2

MS. KENNA:  You know, can I answer a 3

couple questions real quick.  4

MR. SCHULTZ:  Sure.  5

MS. KENNA:  In terms of the marketing, 6

we have been very sensitive to the situation 7

that's at the house.  And it's not in a position 8

where we wanted to go in and take the interior 9

photos.  And you as a Realtor understand that 06:57:45PM 10

your first --  You have to have the best photos 11

available if you are going to hit the MLS.  12

That's the first place somebody is going to 13

judge your house is by what they see with the 14

photos.  So we are not in a position to have 15

been able to do that.  So it's been just in the 16

private, it's been just by word of mouth in 17

terms of contacting those that we know locally 18

have done it.  The comments have been that they 19

don't wish to do it.  And the reason they don't 06:58:10PM 20

wish to move forward with purchasing is because 21

of the binding aspect.  22
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Whereas we discussed in the 1

previous case, you know, is it up to you to 2

decide what they want to do in terms of their 3

color or their stone.  People are, they are not 4

going to buy something if they don't have a say 5

in what they are going to do with that home.  So 6

that's where we have come up against a brick 7

wall in terms of resale.  So it's not even the 8

value, it's truly how do we find somebody who is 9

willing to move forward if they have no say in 06:58:44PM 10

what they can do on their home.  It's not going 11

to be up to them.  It's up to you.  12

MS. D'ARCO:  Well, they, but they --  13

We have had several homeowners come to us with 14

proposed changes to their historical homes.  And 15

we have agreed to make modifications.  16

DR. SCHULTZ:  Are they landmarked?  17

MS. KENNA:  But that was a --  Were 18

those binding?  Were those with landmark status?  19

DR. SCHULTZ:  Because your preservation 06:59:10PM 20

commissioner's home isn't even landmarked.   21

MS. D'ARCO:  Yes, we actually did.  22

23

There is a home on First Street. 1

DR. SCHULTZ:  Sandy, is your home 2

landmarked?   3

MS. WILLIAMS:  No.  4

DR. SCHULTZ:  No.  Yes, of course.   5

MS. WILLIAMS:  It wouldn't qualify. 6

DR. SCHULTZ:  Oh, yes, it would.   7

MS. KENNA:  And one of those that did 8

come before the board with a landmark status is 9

one that has said they will not, don't wish to 06:59:22PM 10

move forward because of the experience.11

MS. D'ARCO:  I understand.  I 12

understand.  That's a particular -- 13

DR. SCHULTZ:  Those are the two 14

buyers -- 15

MR. SCHULTZ:  Let's not confuse the 16

point.  The next buyer of the house, I think 17

that there will be a very good chance that they 18

will come back to this committee and ask to 19

landmark the home themselves because they could 06:59:35PM 20

take advantage of the tax, if they were to spend 21

X amount of money, which they will be spending 22

24

in excess of -- 1

MS. D'ARCO:  Then why would they want 2

to unlandmark the home?  3

MR. SCHULTZ:  Because it's done on the, 4

there is no cloud on the title.  It's their 5

choice.  They can look at it and see when they 6

are done or whatever.  7

MS. D'ARCO:  Well, see, I actually, I 8

think that to be honest -- and maybe this is 9

lack of education and maybe we need to educate 06:59:55PM 10

more people on it -- but the tax freeze would 11

apply to -- 12

MR. SCHULTZ:  We understand that.  13

MS. D'ARCO: -- and if it's -- 14

MR. SCHULTZ:  But right now the taxes 15

are $40,000 so a freeze doesn't do us any good.  16

MS. D'ARCO:  But so I'm not sure what 17

condition of the home is and how much work needs 18

to be done.  But I mean if, if the cost to 19

rehabilitate is 25 percent of the assessor's 07:00:18PM 20

market value, you are going to get that -- 21

MR. SCHULTZ:  And that would be 22

25

someone's freedom to choose if they would want 1

to do that.  2

MS. D'ARCO:  But it's actually a 3

benefit.   4

MR. SCHULTZ:  It is a benefit. 5

MS. D'ARCO:  Right.  To the buyer.  And 6

marketing --   7

MR. SCHULTZ:  And we hope they are 8

going to take advantage, and we are going to try 9

to market it that way.  But right now everyone 07:00:31PM 10

that we have talked to tells us it's the highest 11

and best use would be to remove the landmark 12

status; and based on their financial position, 13

that's what we need to do.  And that's why we 14

are here.  15

MS. D'ARCO:  Right.  It's a tough 16

position because I understand what's going on.  17

DR. FUREY:  I'm up because I don't hear 18

well.  19

MS. D'ARCO:  No, that's okay.  I 07:00:49PM 20

understand the sensitivities.  21

DR. FUREY:  My thing is the home is -- 22
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It's still lovely.  1

MS. D'ARCO:  Right.  2

DR. FUREY:  We find it absolutely 3

beautiful.  It's just the young buyer now wants 4

central air and a number of things that just 5

aren't part of our -- 6

MS. D'ARCO:  Right.  I understand.  7

DR. FUREY:  We had a couple of -- 8

DR. SCHULTZ:  Nothing has been updated 9

since 1971 if that gives you an idea.  07:01:06PM 10

DR. FUREY:  All the repairs, we never 11

minded it.  12

MS. D'ARCO:  Right. 13

DR. SCHULTZ:  The bed sheets of mine 14

are still in there.  So it's no central heat, no 15

central air.  All the windows are original.  16

There is --  The bathrooms are the same 17

bathrooms.  It's from --  18

MS. D'ARCO:  But, see, I would think 19

that that is actually for the next buyer.  There 07:01:22PM 20

is a lot to benefit -- 21

MR. SCHULTZ:  Okay.  Do you want to buy 22

27

it?  1

MS. D'ARCO:  I would.  I honestly 2

would.   3

MR. SCHULTZ:  I can show it to you 4

tomorrow. 5

MS. D'ARCO:  I'm just saying there is a 6

market.   7

DR. SCHULTZ:  Janice, if you want to go 8

see what we are talking about, you are welcome 9

to if you need that to make your decision.  07:01:33PM 10

DR. FUREY:  The house next door to me 11

is not landmark status. 12

DR. SCHULTZ:  But the house, it would 13

require a complete -- 14

DR. FUREY:  Isn't that right, the house 15

next door to me is not landmarked?  16

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  The house next door 17

to you.  Mr. Bohnen's house is not landmarked. 18

DR. FUREY:  Yes.  The Chairman, 19

Mr. Bohnen's.  07:01:43PM 20

MS. KENNA:  One of the things, too, is 21

like -- 22

28

DR. SCHULTZ:  It's the hypocrisy in all 1

of this.  2

MS. KENNA:  -- even the condition of 3

the house is such that somebody coming in to do 4

the rehab, it would be extremely extensive, what 5

would need to be done; and it could be done and 6

it would be phenomenal.  But because they don't 7

know if their ideas would be approved, they are 8

not willing to take the risk to say, Okay, I'm 9

going to go ahead and buy it.  07:02:08PM 10

MS. D'ARCO:  So I mean our mission is 11

to preserve historical homes. 12

MS. KENNA:  Right. 13

MS. D'ARCO:  And that is first and 14

foremost what we try to do, right?   15

MS. KENNA:  Right.  16

MS. D'ARCO:  I think by removing 17

landmark status on such a significant home in 18

the Historic District we are basically giving 19

that option away to tear it down, which can 07:02:28PM 20

happen because we are seeing it happen all 21

throughout town.  22

29

MS. KENNA:  It could.  Absolutely.  1

MS. D'ARCO:  And then there would be no 2

point in the Preservation Commission existing.   3

MR. SCHULTZ:  If this -- 4

MS. D'ARCO:  Right.  But if we're just 5

going to landmark and unlandmark, landmark and 6

unlandmark because somebody doesn't like it; 7

right?   8

MS. KENNA:  The landmark in this 9

situation I think was also given, as Dr. Furey 07:02:47PM 10

has stated, under different conditions, they 11

interpreted it.  12

DR. SCHULTZ:  So that's a really 13

good --  Well, Janice, I actually --  My father 14

pointed out as soon as we sat down, the last 15

time he was in this room was in the late 1990s 16

when I was a young mom.  And my young mom 17

girlfriends, Kim Beard, Andrea Burridge, Tricia 18

Enright, Tory Mortimer, and Pat Bruder, and I, 19

all came before this Commission with little 07:03:16PM 20

kids -- Jimmy wasn't even born if I recall -- 21

and appealed before -- you guys didn't exist -- 22
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but the Board of Trustees.  1

And we asked that we get an 2

historic preservation ordinance and an Historic 3

Preservation Commission established.  Because 4

we, most of us grew up in the town, and we had 5

seen these homes being torn down.  Kim was our 6

local attorney, not practicing, just a mom, who 7

made our organization a 503(c).  We were the 8

Hinsdale Heritage and Architecture Society.  And 9

we had Zook coloring books, Zook walks.  My 07:03:47PM 10

mother tirelessly put together all of these 11

pamphlets.  And we had major educational fronts 12

that we did 20 years ago to try to stem the tide 13

on all the teardown phenomenon that was going 14

on.  And so it's just unintended consequences 15

that here we are 20 years later, my mother and 16

father, because it was a voluntary ordinance and 17

a nonbinding decision, and that is why they 18

landmarked their home, to try to encourage other 19

people to do the same.  07:04:19PM 20

Fast forward, 2003, 2008, when I 21

served on this Commission with Frank Gonzalez 22

31

and -- what's her name -- Jean Follett was our 1

commissioner and Kim Stevens were the people 2

that were leading the Commission.  That is what 3

the Commission did was it would advise people 4

like Carrie to say, Hey, looking on the 5

streetscape, brick or stone would be perfectly 6

acceptable things that would fit in.  That was 7

the whole purpose of this was to educate people 8

to try to get them to do more historically 9

sensitive renovations.07:04:56PM 10

When this Commission -- and we 11

didn't know this happened -- became, put 12

historic preservation districts into place, 13

apparently -- and the attorney could help me out 14

here -- but I think that is when our voluntary 15

local landmark that we did back in before it was 16

a voluntary ordinance became a binding landmark 17

because it was a local landmark within a 18

historic district.  We didn't even --  I didn't 19

even know.  My father, we can ask him, but I'm 07:05:22PM 20

sure he will say he didn't.  But I can go 21

through that if you would like --  But we didn't 22

32

know that even happened.  1

The first time we understood that 2

the landmark that was voluntary from the old 3

ordinance was different was when the neighbors, 4

our neighbors, the Kellys, sold the home.  They 5

came before you guys, did a beautiful remodel of 6

the coach house that was for this home.  They 7

are the ones that let us know that, no, 8

something, it's a big change.  Your home is now 9

a landmark and it's all binding.  Nothing can be 07:05:53PM 10

done without strict, more strict approval.  That 11

is how all of this came about.  12

It was after my mom got sick when 13

we started to talk about putting the house on 14

the market.  We started to talk to builders who 15

we knew did a wonderful job restoring, and then 16

we learned that this whole thing was just an 17

unintended consequence of all of the right 18

reasons why you are here.  You guys are here 19

because of the work that we did 20 years ago to 07:06:19PM 20

try to get this into our town and the wonderful 21

work Sandy Williams did with the historic 22
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commission, the historic society.  1

So I just think that's the 2

background on all of this.  We get all of this.  3

They have not updated the home.  It would be an 4

absolute stellar if somebody has the money to 5

come and do this, that would be amazing, I 6

agree.  7

But I think it speaks volumes that 8

your own Historic Preservation Commission 9

chairman's home is not landmarked.  I think 07:06:51PM 10

there is one person on your board whose home is 11

landmarked.  And yet, you are going to dictate 12

all of this for my parents?  It's quite 13

upsetting.  14

MR. SCHULTZ:  It's supposed to be 15

voluntary.  In the last removal that was done, I 16

believe, it was from the Barrows' house.  17

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's right, the 18

Barrows'.  19

MR. SCHULTZ:  When that was brought to 07:07:11PM 20

the board, I believe the final vote was done 21

by -- 22
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DR. SCHULTZ:  Bill Harlow.  1

MR. SCHULTZ:  Bill Harlow.  And Bill 2

said, We have to allow this to be removed 3

because -- 4

MS. D'ARCO:  Was this financial 5

hardship?  6

MR. SCHULTZ:  No.  This was just they 7

didn't even have the clause at the time.  This 8

is just because they wanted to remove it.  They 9

didn't feel it was necessary and would hurt the 07:07:26PM 10

value of their home.  11

MS. D'ARCO:  What year?  It's before my 12

time so I can't -- 13

MR. SCHULTZ:  It was I think in '14, 14

2014.  15

DR. SCHULTZ:  And they didn't have to 16

prove hardship.  They just said the streetscape 17

changed.  18

MR. SCHULTZ:  Mr. Harlow made a really 19

good point with that vote.  He said, If we don't 07:07:39PM 20

allow this, no one is ever going to want to 21

landmark their house in Hinsdale if we are not 22
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going to allow them to remove it.  1

MS. D'ARCO:  Then there is no point of 2

doing it.  3

MR. SCHULTZ:  There absolutely is.  4

MR. PRISBY:  Why do it? 5

MS. D'ARCO:  Why do it? 6

MR. SCHULTZ:  Well, I guess then -- 7

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's a good question, 8

why do it. 9

MR. SCHULTZ:  Because people want to.  07:07:56PM 10

MS. D'ARCO:  People do it because they 11

don't want those homes to be torn down if they 12

get sold or passed on.  13

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's our decision to 14

make.   15

MS. KENNA:  That's the issue and he's 16

saying that decision was not understood.  17

DR. SCHULTZ:  That was not a decision.18

MS. D'ARCO:  That was a voluntary 19

decision, right? 07:08:08PM 20

DR. SCHULTZ:  He's got to go.  Is there 21

somebody, do you have anymore questions for him? 22
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DR. FUREY:  I have to excuse myself.  1

And thank you very much, I've got to meet that 2

lady about the esophageal cancer.  It's one of 3

the first things. 4

MR. PRISBY:  Thank you for coming.  5

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Thank you for 6

coming.    7

MR. SCHULTZ:  So here we are.  You 8

know, there is no doubt, I have been involved 9

with the real estate market for 20 years, and 07:08:29PM 10

I'm fully aware that it's much more difficult to 11

sell the house the way it is; and we do need to 12

sell the house.  13

MS. D'ARCO:  It is.  And I agree there 14

are challenges to selling a home that's, A, 15

older, much less landmarked.  16

MR. SCHULTZ:  Absolutely.  17

MS. D'ARCO:  I get that but it does 18

happen.  And I think that there are --  And just 19

from what I have seen, there is not even a 07:08:50PM 20

picture of the front of the house on the private 21

listing, there is just no picture.  There is no 22
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picture. 1

MS. KENNA:  I could have it up there 2

tomorrow.  3

MS. D'ARCO:  Well, I know.  But I'm 4

saying up to this point there hasn't.  5

MS. WILLIAMS:  Well, it hasn't been up 6

there, and that's the point.  7

MR. SCHULTZ:  We have gotten production 8

on it and people aren't aware --9

MS. WILLIAMS:  The marketing effort, it 07:09:06PM 10

doesn't seem to be there.  11

MS. D'ARCO:  Just understand from our 12

side what we are looking at.13

MR. SCHULTZ:  I understand.  But we 14

don't have another year to sit on the market.  15

They don't have another year.  They need to sell 16

their home.  Okay?  We need, you know, and 17

that's why we are here tonight.  18

MS. D'ARCO:  I understand.  I really 19

wholeheartedly understand.  07:09:20PM 20

MR. SCHULTZ:  So if we spend another 21

year marketing and nothing happens and then we 22
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come back here again, we don't have that year.  1

We can't afford that. 2

DR. SCHULTZ:  And we have the 3

observation of all the other historic homes that 4

have sat on the market for several years, as 5

your example.  I don't know why you need my 6

parents to go through that.  7

MS. D'ARCO:  I mean it's not our goal 8

to have your parents go through any hardship.  9

And I think -- 07:09:39PM 10

MR. SCHULTZ:  And that's why there is a 11

hardship clause.  12

DR. SCHULTZ:  The hardship question is 13

what we are addressing.14

MS. D'ARCO:  My only point is that the 15

property itself hasn't been marketed to its 16

fullest.  And I think there is, that's the only 17

comment I will make at this point because I'm 18

just seeing what I see.  19

DR. SCHULTZ:  To market it to its 07:09:57PM 20

fullest -- 21

MS. D'ARCO:  And I think in order to -- 22
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MR. SCHULTZ:  But what you're saying,   1

though -- 2

MS. D'ARCO:  -- get a greater reach in 3

the market beyond those two folks that have come 4

to you during this time.  It's been on the 5

market since September so it didn't just go on 6

yesterday.  It's been on the market since 7

September.  8

DR. SCHULTZ:  My mother was diagnosed 9

in February.  07:10:10PM 10

MS. D'ARCO:  I understand.  11

DR. SCHULTZ:  And so, you know, that 12

was four months of chemo, radiation.  You can't 13

move somebody when they are doing that.  We 14

couldn't clean out the house to get pictures.  15

We finally got them to make a decision that she 16

is too weak to climb stairs and do these things.  17

We know neither one of them needs to be in a 18

home like this anymore.  19

MR. SCHULTZ:  And regardless of the 07:10:29PM 20

marketing, there is no doubt --  I mean we are 21

looking, we need to sell it at its highest and 22
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best use for financial hardship, plain and 1

simply stated.  We have a letter from the 2

attorney that has performed their estate work.  3

So we do need to get the highest and best dollar 4

for the house.  And there is no doubt as a 5

Realtor you must know that -- 6

DR. SCHULTZ:  How much for -- 7

MR. SCHULTZ:  -- how do you get it, you 8

get the highest and best dollar without any 9

landmark status.  You are certainly not going to 07:10:54PM 10

get more with --11

MR. MALINA:  Everybody has got to be 12

taken down. 13

MS. KENNA:  We truly have reached out 14

to, in particular, those who have done a lot of 15

the renovation work around here, as well as 16

then, honestly, even through us as a builder.  17

We have people come to us and call us, Hey, we 18

want to renovate or build.  You know, I have 19

presented this to many, many people, and they 07:11:24PM 20

have said no.  21

So it's they, in particular, have 22
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spoken to a few people.  I have through the 1

marketing that we do in our conversations, as we 2

go through, have spoken to many people.  And 3

with that landmark status, somebody won't make 4

the commitment because they don't know if they 5

need to cut off the back end of the house to --  6

Because the kitchen is back there.  They really 7

do need to do extensive work.  And my vision is 8

they maybe have to take that back end off.  But 9

they don't know if it's going to be approved, 07:11:52PM 10

they have no control over it.  Without that 11

control, someone doesn't wish to make that 12

commitment to it.  13

MS. WILLIAMS:  The home is still in a 14

historic district.  15

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes. 16

MS. WILLIAMS:  So you would have to get 17

a Certificate of Appropriateness.  18

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's exactly right.  19

MS. WILLIAMS:  That's exactly what you 07:12:07PM 20

are saying.  21

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes. 22
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MS. KENNA:  Right.  That's absolutely 1

right.   2

MS. WILLIAMS:  So the fact that it is 3

landmarked should make no difference when it 4

comes to that.   5

MS. KENNA:  Oh, it's a huge difference 6

because you can --  Actually, with the way it's 7

been presented to us is that with the landmark 8

status, if they come to you with a set of plans, 9

similar to what we did earlier, you could say, 07:12:23PM 10

No, you can't do that, you have to put that 11

brick or that stone on.  That's our 12

understanding is that, what you have the right 13

to dictate how someone should do that 14

renovation.  And minimum on the exterior is my 15

understanding, not necessarily interior.  16

MR. MALINA:  Correct.  17

MS. KENNA:  But this will need some 18

exterior renovation work done.  So because they 19

don't have control over that decision, that's 07:12:50PM 20

where we have gotten the pushback.  21

MR. PRISBY:  But a lot of times those 22
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cases it's to preserve the historic nature of 1

the exterior.  So it's not so much, well, we 2

want to replace this stone with a different 3

stone. 4

MR. SCHULTZ:  We agree.  5

MS. KENNA:  We agree and we understand 6

that.  It's like trying to sell a house that's 7

on the highway.  It doesn't bother that person 8

but --9

MR. SCHULTZ:  We agree.  I mean we need 07:13:14PM 10

to sell the house, and we know that to sell the 11

house in a --  The house that's kitty-corner has 12

been on the market two years.  And the only 13

offer they got was for the land.  They didn't 14

take it, I think they have rented the house now.  15

We have a vacant lot across the street.  We need 16

to be able to -- 17

DR. SCHULTZ:  Carl Weber's house was 18

torn down. 19

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  The house two over 07:13:35PM 20

was torn down.  And we don't plan to market the 21

house as a teardown.  22
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MS. D'ARCO:  I know you don't, but it 1

doesn't mean it won't happen.  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  It might. 3

MS. D'ARCO:  Once that landmark status 4

is lifted, it's open game.  Even if they come to 5

us, there is no protection.6

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's fine.  I 7

understand that.  But we need to sell the house, 8

though.  And we can't afford not to sell the 9

house.  07:13:57PM 10

MS. WILLIAMS:  And our job is to 11

preserve the most significant historic buildings 12

in the Village of Hinsdale and this is without a 13

doubt one of those.  14

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's for you.   15

MS. WILLIAMS:  That is our job.  And 16

maybe your job is more aggressive marketing.  17

Maybe your job is better pricing.  The 18

importance of saving these homes is why we are 19

here.  The entire Village with your help rose up 07:14:25PM 20

to establish this Commission.  21

DR. SCHULTZ:  How many more people, 22
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though, Sandy, are going to landmark their home?  1

MR. SCHULTZ:  If you are not going to 2

let us remove ours, who is going to landmark 3

their home.   4

DR. SCHULTZ:  Do you know what I mean?  5

So I would like to buy a home, I will let you 6

know, I love older homes.  Our next home is 7

going to be an older home I plan to restore.  8

And then I probably will landmark it for tax 9

break purposes.  07:14:48PM 10

MS. WILLIAMS:  Exactly.  There are 11

benefits.  12

DR. SCHULTZ:  And that's a wonderful 13

thing.  This is not --  We are not in this 14

position now with this house.  We are talking 15

about a financial hardship.  And you are locking 16

somebody in who is already in an historic 17

district.  And with the right people that really 18

want to come in and do the right thing and 19

restore this home, I think they will do a bang- 07:15:02PM 20

up great job.  I mean you are putting them in a 21

position where --  22

HPC-10-2017 Attachment 2 - 12.13.17 HPC Minutes



13 of 29 sheets KATHLEEN W. BONO, CSR 630-834-7779

46

MS. WILLIAMS:  Then you need to work a 1

little harder, perhaps.  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  I think that's really 3

easy to say when it's not your money.4

MS. WILLIAMS:  No, I mean there are no 5

photos of the house.  There are no details of 6

the house.  7

MR. SCHULTZ:  I understand that but -- 8

MS. WILLIAMS:  We don't even know it's 9

for sale.    07:15:17PM 10

DR. SCHULTZ:  How do you not know?  The 11

whole Village knows it's for sale.  12

MR. SCHULTZ:  It's for sale.  We have 13

told everyone.  I mean it's --   14

MS. D'ARCO:  No.  But say someone in 15

Chicago who wants to buy a historic home in 16

Hinsdale wouldn't be aware of it unless they are 17

directly -- 18

MR. SCHULTZ:  If they talked to any 19

agent out here, they would be aware of it.  07:15:31PM 20

MS. D'ARCO:  Because it's not on the --  21

I'm sorry?  22
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MR. SCHULTZ:  If they talked to any, 1

you know, the larger agents out here would be 2

aware of it.  Most of them walked through it.  3

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes. 4

MS. D'ARCO:  Someone in New York who is 5

moving to, transferring to the Chicago area.  I 6

guess what I'm just trying to say is I don't 7

feel like there is a --  8

MS. KENNA:  We do, without question, do 9

that.  And they have asked us specifically that 07:15:46PM 10

the marketing be such that they wanted to rehab, 11

they do not want it torn down.  12

MR. SCHULTZ:  We have some unique 13

circumstances with my mother-in-law's illness 14

that we --   We have a hardship here, and that's 15

what we are asking you for is help with our 16

hardship.  If we didn't have this, we wouldn't 17

be here tonight. 18

MS. D'ARCO:  I guess, well, we haven't 19

seen any documentation to back the financial 07:16:08PM 20

hardship.  21

MR. SCHULTZ:  There is a letter from 22
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our attorney that was from Dr. Furey's attorney 1

that states that it is a financial hardship 2

based on his review of their income and assets 3

and everything.  So that was in your packet.  4

MS. D'ARCO:  I know.  No, I saw that.  5

But that there is --6

MR. SCHULTZ:  But I don't think the 7

numbers are absolutely --   8

MS. D'ARCO:  How far are you guys --  9

MR. SCHULTZ:  I mean as a trustee who 10

was on the board for four years, we have never 11

asked for anything more than that.  I mean if 12

you are not going to believe the attorney.    13

MS. D'ARCO:  No, I -- 14

MR. MALINA:  You have got to let the 15

court reporter --  One at a time. 16

MR. SCHULTZ:  So are you saying you 17

don't believe the information we have given you? 18

MS. D'ARCO:  Oh, no. 19

MR. SCHULTZ:  I mean what is it?  07:16:42PM 20

MS. D'ARCO:  We wholeheartedly do and I 21

really, with all due respect, understand the 22
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situation.  But to Sandy's point, and I can't 1

speak for everybody here, but our job is to 2

preserve these homes and I understand -- 3

MR. SCHULTZ:  Then why have a hardship 4

clause if you don't believe in it.  5

MS. D'ARCO:  Well, I don't know, that I 6

think that's something that legally would need 7

to be addressed with that I don't know.  8

MR. MALINA:  Well, the hardship 9

provision was something added by the board in 07:17:11PM 10

2014.  And it sort of recognized the idea that 11

the landmark is mandatory and that you don't 12

just have a right to suddenly decide it's not a 13

landmark.  And it sort of created an extra way 14

in certain cases for somebody to present 15

evidence of a significant and continuing 16

financial hardship that affects the ability of 17

the owner to adequately maintain the structure, 18

building, or site.  19

So the way it's drafted, it 07:17:44PM 20

presumes that the owner actually is probably 21

going to continue to live there.  Because if you 22
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are selling it, you don't need to maintain it.  1

But if the buyer has the wherewithal to maintain 2

it, then there is no hardship.  3

I mean so I would say that in a 4

case where, like in a zoning case where you are 5

denying somebody's ability, say, to have a 6

variation or to get something they want to do 7

with their property, the fact that it negatively 8

affects them economically is not a hardship.  9

And the fact that you are not getting the 07:18:19PM 10

absolute highest and best price you can, that's 11

not a hardship.  It's got to significantly 12

affect the ability to get a reasonable rate of 13

return on a property to be a hardship in that 14

context under the -- 15

MR. SCHULTZ:  I mean the two people who 16

are interested in buying the house will not buy 17

it at any price.  18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No.  There must be 19

a price.  And this is the way I would look at 07:18:44PM 20

it.  Excuse me. 21

DR. SCHULTZ:  You're right.  There is a 22
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price, about half the value. 1

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Excuse me.  Excuse 2

me.  Excuse me.  This is what I would see.  You 3

basically have a contract, give an estimate of 4

some of the remodeling the house or restoring 5

the house, basically restoring the house.  Then 6

you put it on the market.  Because I have bought 7

and sold homes.  8

MR. SCHULTZ:  Great.  Do you want to 9

buy it?  07:19:02PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Love to.  Love to.11

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  What's your price? 12

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.   13

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  So, and basically 14

what happens then is that now you can say, okay, 15

now I'm going to weigh --  But to try and sell a 16

house at a maximum compared to other new    17

homes --  And I'm not sure if that's what's 18

happening but it could be.  It's a scenario.  So 19

what you do is you take the cost to renovate 07:19:21PM 20

versus the selling price, and you meet in the 21

middle ground, and then you can sell the house.  22
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But I don't know.  There is no 1

sense of us understanding --  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  And the real estate 3

professionals that we have talked with and dealt 4

with have all agreed, and that's why we are here 5

tonight.  6

DR. SCHULTZ:  So we have a real estate, 7

you have comps right here.  8

MR. SCHULTZ:  I mean I don't know, you 9

know -- 07:19:37PM 10

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  When you say you 11

have comps, are you basing that on square 12

footages?  13

DR. SCHULTZ:  We are looking at the -- 14

Square footages? 15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  And what I mean -- 16

DR. SCHULTZ:  What's your comp, Carrie?  17

MS. KENNA:  I mean, well, you could 18

look at, you know what I mean, wherever you go 19

into there, you have to look at similar houses.  07:19:51PM 20

You can go to 120 East 5th Street, you know, 722 21

South Park we just sold.  I mean those are in 22
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the 1,6 range.  1

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Are they 2

landmarked? 3

MS. KENNA:  No.4

DR. SCHULTZ:  No.5

MR. SCHULTZ:  No.  6

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  So they are 7

not really comps.  8

DR. SCHULTZ:  We don't have any comps.  9

What landmarked houses can you find. 07:20:05PM 10

MR. SCHULTZ:  You can't find any comp 11

that's landmarked, though. 12

DR. SCHULTZ:  John, are you going to 13

landmark your home?  14

MS. KENNA:  Are you familiar with a 15

landmarked house that has sold other than -- 16

DR. SCHULTZ:  The head of the Historic 17

Preservation Commission hasn't landmarked his 18

own home. 19

MR. SCHULTZ:  We can go round and 20

round. 21

MR. MALINA:  Yes.  We can't have side 22
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conversations.1

MR. PRISBY:  304 South Lincoln.   2

MR. SCHULTZ:  It is what it is.  And we 3

are asking for you guys to vote in support of 4

what we are doing.  5

DR. SCHULTZ:  You guys can vote on it, 6

vote no, and we will go on to the board.  That's 7

fine.   8

MR. PRISBY:  A couple.  9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Well, wait.  Okay.  07:20:49PM 10

So I would like to open it up to 11

anyone else that wants to make a comment.  12

MR. MALINA:  Right.  So now we can 13

treat the case as having been presented, 14

questions have been asked.  Now, that's a good 15

point.  Now is the time since --16

Is there anyone else?  17

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Is there anyone 18

else who would like to speak on behalf of this 19

property.  07:21:14PM 20

DR. SCHULTZ:  John, do you have 21

something to say?  22
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MR. BOHNEN:  I do.  1

DR. SCHULTZ:  Did you put your fence in 2

front of this Commission to have it approved for 3

streetscape?  No.  4

MR. BOHNEN:  My name is a John Bohnen.  5

I live at 230 East First Street.  I'm speaking 6

as a neighbor and more specifically as a 7

Realtor.  8

MR. SCHULTZ:  And a liar.  9

DR. SCHULTZ:  And a liar.  07:21:40PM 10

MR. MALINA:  No.  We can't --  These 11

aren't really appropriate comments.  12

MR. SCHULTZ:  I know but they are true.  13

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes, but they are true.   14

MR. MALINA:  Well, even so, this is a 15

public hearing.  16

MR. BOHNEN:  I think you should adjourn 17

the meeting, Frank.  18

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  You know, there is 19

a lot of information.  This is really getting a 07:21:53PM 20

little out of hand.  I'm going to roll this 21

meeting over to January.  22
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MR. SCHULTZ:  No.  We would like you to 1

vote on it tonight.  2

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No, absolutely not.  3

So I'm going to make a motion -- 4

DR. SCHULTZ:  This is what you are 5

known for.  All right.  I'm going to make my 6

last public statement.  This is exactly why 7

people don't want a landmarked home because you 8

do this, Frank.  9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Do what?  07:22:14PM 10

DR. SCHULTZ:  You roll over meetings to 11

the next meeting.  You force us to hire 12

attorneys.  You are a voluntary -- 13

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We still have many 14

questions.  This has not been decided.  This is 15

not that simple.  So I would like to adjourn, to 16

move --17

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's exactly what you 18

intended to do the entire time.  Unbelievable.  19

That's why they did this.  07:22:28PM 20

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  The motion to -- 21

MR. MALINA:  Well, let me, one of the 22
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things here I would suggest, tough -- 1

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's why they did this.   2

MR. MALINA:  One of the things I would 3

suggest is if the Commission feels it doesn't 4

have adequate --  5

First of all, people who want to 6

speak should be allowed to speak.  7

MR. SCHULTZ:  Right. 8

MR. MALINA:  They shouldn't be shut off 9

either way on either side.  But also, if the 07:22:47PM 10

Commission wants more information and the 11

applicant doesn't want to give any more 12

information -- 13

MR. SCHULTZ:  We have given --  Tell us 14

what other information. 15

MR. MALINA:  I'm just saying that you 16

shouldn't just continue the case just to put it 17

off if the applicant doesn't -- says, I'm not 18

providing it, I'm not going to answer your 19

questions, I'm not going to --  I don't want to 07:23:09PM 20

bother with it anymore, then I think you just 21

take the evidence you have because you are not 22
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going to get anywhere.  Does that make sense?  1

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  2

MR. MALINA:  So I think the applicants 3

should have the option of providing more 4

information if you want it, if the majority of 5

you want it.  6

But if what they want to do is they 7

want a decision -- 8

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  -- no matter what, 07:23:29PM 10

and there is no other reason to continue it, you 11

may as well decide.  12

DR. SCHULTZ:  Correct.  Thank you very 13

much.    14

MR. SCHULTZ:  I believe I answered 15

every question you had, Frank.   16

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  And the -- 17

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We need evidence, 18

too.  19

MR. SCHULTZ:  What evidence are you 07:23:40PM 20

looking for?  21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Well, we would like 22

59

to see the house being marketed.  1

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's not evidence.  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  That's not evidence.  3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  So you know what, 4

if this is going to be, you know, I think we -- 5

MS. D'ARCO:  Would you like me to make 6

a motion? 7

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  Go ahead.8

MS. KENNA:  The question is are you 9

looking at this case as a hardship, and the 07:23:58PM 10

hardship, does the hardship go to the economic 11

status of the sellers?  Is that what this case 12

is being brought forward?  13

MR. MALINA:  That's part of it.  But 14

economic hardship is also based on what the 15

property -- if it's sellable at a reasonable 16

rate because that affects hardship; right?  17

And so what the Commission I think 18

has expressed, various members, is that the 19

marketing efforts that they don't believe, at 07:24:23PM 20

least a number of them, that there is enough 21

evidence to determine that component.  Whether 22

60

there is really no mar --  Essentially the 1

conclusions that you, the Commission, is being 2

asked to reach, is that this is basically 3

unmarketable.  Isn't that what the questions 4

are?  5

And what they are saying is based 6

on the efforts that they have heard they aren't 7

satisfied that that's the case.8

MR. SCHULTZ:  All right.  So they can 9

vote.07:24:55PM 10

DR. SCHULTZ:  That sounds good.  Ready 11

for the vote.  12

MS. WILLIAMS:  I just want to mention, 13

too, or read, in our Certificate of 14

Appropriateness, "Demolition," which, indeed, 15

becomes a possibility "should not be permitted 16

if a structure, building, or site is 17

economically viable in its present condition or 18

could be economically viable after completion of 19

appropriate alterations, even if demolition 07:25:20PM 20

would permit a more profitable use of such 21

site."  I think that is key to this discussion.  22

61

DR. SCHULTZ:  And to every homeowner in 1

the historic district.  2

MR. SCHULTZ:  And why did they let the 3

last person have it removed when we were told 4

this was a nonbinding -- 5

DR. SCHULTZ:  So Beth Barrow's home was 6

removed, landmarked status.  7

MS. WILLIAMS:  I wasn't here when that 8

happened.  I'm not familiar with that.  9

DR. SCHULTZ:  But anyway, we've 07:25:53PM 10

presented our case; and we would ask you to 11

kindly vote.  12

MS. D'ARCO:  Okay.  Yes.  I just don't 13

feel like there has been a strong effort to sell 14

the house.  15

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  There is not 16

thorough -- 17

MS. D'ARCO:  And based on that and 18

seeing that there have been homes that have and 19

have sold --  And I know it takes time, but 07:26:07PM 20

that's the risk of owning an older home and 21

landmarking it.  And I think most of us know 22
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that.  We can't laugh at that because it's true. 1

MR. SCHULTZ:  An 82-year-old person 2

doesn't have a lifetime.  3

MS. D'ARCO:  I understand that.  But 4

you have family.  And it's, you know, trying to 5

separate the personal from what the situation is 6

here and -- 7

DR. SCHULTZ:  Just vote, please.  8

MS. D'ARCO:  So I will based on 9

everybody --  07:26:36PM 10

Anybody else?  I think we need to 11

wrap up.  12

MR. MALINA:  First of all, what I was 13

advising is just that's a consideration, if 14

there is no more evidence; right?  But there 15

still needs to be before the Commission 16

deliberates and makes a motion, there needs to 17

be a consensus by motion that you want to close 18

the public hearing, which, you know, you don't 19

have to do it.  I wasn't suggesting that.  I was 07:26:56PM 20

just pointing out that if you have all the 21

evidence --  22

63

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  I would like 1

to close it so the Commission can have the 2

conversation, yes.  3

MS. WILLIAMS:  Can I just note and have 4

included in the public hearing then the history 5

of the home?  Because I think that's important, 6

perhaps, for the next deliberation.  7

MR. SCHULTZ:  It's in the packet.  8

MS. WILLIAMS:  I don't believe that the 9

information will be available to the Village 07:27:24PM 10

board unless it is mentioned in the public 11

hearing.  12

And in the well-prepared submission 13

for the original landmark process, it was noted 14

that this home was designed for the Mitchell 15

family about 1892 by the -- 16

DR. SCHULTZ:  This is the research that 17

I did just so you know.  18

MS. WILLIAMS:  Chicago office.  19

Exactly.  That's what I'm saying.  07:27:52PM 20

This was in the well-prepared submission.  21

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  Thank you.22

64

MS. WILLIAMS:  It was prepared for the 1

Mitchell family about 1892 by the Chicago office 2

of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, a highly 3

regarded architectural firm.  Most of the firm's 4

work at the time was in commercial and 5

institutional buildings.  Their most notable 6

designs include the Chicago Public Library, 7

which is now the Chicago Cultural Center, the 8

Art Institute of Chicago, and several buildings 9

on the University of Chicago campus.  07:28:22PM 10

The Furey home -- and again I quote 11

from the landmark submission -- is an 12

exceptional and rare example of Shepley, Rutan 13

and Coolidge's residential work.  It is the 14

firm's only known design in Hinsdale.  15

Much of the exterior in the Furey 16

home remains as-built, a rare architectural gem 17

in the Colonial or Victorian renaissance revival 18

style.  19

I think it's important that any 07:28:53PM 20

board who considers this going forward should 21

have that information.  22

65

MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  Thank you.  I know 1

that was included in the original submittal.  2

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  I would like 3

to have an opportunity to have discussion with 4

the Commissioners.  5

MR. MALINA:  Is there a --  6

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Is there anyone 7

else who wants to speak?  It's 7:30.  It is 8

time.  Okay.  9

MR. MALINA:  Well, if there are people 07:29:26PM 10

who want to speak and you have a deadline, they 11

should be allowed to speak. 12

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Would you like to 13

speak, John?  14

MR. MALINA:  Or you continue the public 15

hearing till --  16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I'd like --  At 17

this moment I'd like to have a conversation and 18

close the meeting and have a conversation with 19

the Commissioners.  07:29:44PM 20

MR. MALINA:  Well, here is the thing, 21

if you want to close the public hearing -- 22
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MR. SCHULTZ:  Then it's closed.  1

MR. MALINA:  Then it's closed.  2

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Right. 3

MR. MALINA:  You can't reopen it.  4

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Right. 5

MR. MALINA:  So you should have a 6

discussion about whether if people want to talk 7

you want to give them more opportunity to talk, 8

and then you decide if you have enough to go on.  9

MR. SCHULTZ:  That was closed about 07:30:05PM 10

five minutes ago, though.  11

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We are running out 12

of time, too.  13

MR. MALINA:  I understand.  14

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  So -- 15

MS. D'ARCO:  So does anyone else want 16

to speak I guess is the question.  John?  17

MR. PRISBY:  Anyone else?  18

MS. D'ARCO:  And we will keep it short.  19

MR. BOHNEN:   If I'm allowed to.  Again, 07:30:23PM 20

I was saying as a Realtor, I think it's 21

important that you Commissioners look at --  I 22
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pulled some sheets out of older vintage homes  1

in the southeast quadrant in the historic 2

neighborhood that have been sold and renovated.  3

And they have been in all different types of 4

conditions when they were sold.  One of them was 5

landmarked as 134 South Park.  The coach house 6

to the Furey's house was landmarked at 120 South 7

Elm.  The Biggert house, the Kendall house, the 8

Stadt house.  You --  I made a list of these for 9

you.  07:31:13PM 10

So maybe we should ask that this 11

goes into the record so the people --  There is 12

nothing easy about selling vintage houses.  It's 13

hard.  I mean there is no question about it.  14

It's a lot harder than selling a brand-new 15

house.  Yet, there are people that cherish them 16

and look forward to owning them, and also see 17

the wisdom of renovating them and accessing the 18

tax freeze program, which is available under 19

certain conditions if you invest enough money in 07:31:42PM 20

a certain amount of time.  21

So in this age where you are going 22

68

to have a tax reform that's going to come down 1

hard on villages like Hinsdale, it may very well 2

be that these older homes that offer a potential 3

tax freeze could become a cherished item and 4

they would bring a good return.  5

So in my opinion, this house has 6

not been marketed.  I think that it hasn't had a 7

chance to be sold.  And I'm telling you this, my 8

opinion as a Realtor.  So I will leave these 9

with you, and they can go into the record. 07:32:22PM 10

MR. MALINA:  So you are offering those 11

as exhibits?  12

MR. BOHNEN:  As exhibits, right.  And I 13

mean the house can't sell if it isn't being 14

shown.  Basically it needs a full-blown effort.  15

And unfortunately, there are circumstances that  16

the owners feel that prevented that.  But that's 17

not the house's fault.  So for what it's worth, 18

thank you very much.  19

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  07:32:51PM 20

MR. SCHULTZ:  I have one more thing I 21

would like to add since Mr. Bohnen decided to 22

69

give his 2 cents.  It's interesting he will come 1

up here and talk about it, yet his home --  He 2

sits as the chair of the preservation committee 3

in a very historic home right next door, yet he 4

has yet to landmark his home.  So it looks like 5

I really think at this point you should either 6

really put up or shut up when it comes to this.7

DR. SCHULTZ:  I agree.8

MR. SCHULTZ:  We are dealing with a 9

very difficult issue here.  It's very easy for 07:33:19PM 10

you to tell us what to do with our in-laws' 11

land, yet I don't see anyone landmarking their 12

house.  13

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's it.  Just a 14

comment.  15

MS. KENNA:  I have one last question 16

for you.  So I think that's great data points.  17

I'm just kind of curious with some of them if 18

they came before you in terms of like the Stadt 19

house, when they did their addition, did they 07:33:40PM 20

come before you for approval of that addition 21

that they just did?  22
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MS. D'ARCO:  In some of my time on the 1

Commission we have seen 134 Park, I have the 2

Biggert's house.  We have seen a couple.  I 3

don't know about Stadt, I don't remember.  4

MS. KENNA:  They are right on Third.  5

MR. BOHNEN:  It didn't have an 6

addition.  7

MS. KENNA:  He just redid the kitchen, 8

though.  9

MR. BOHNEN:  It was already built.  It 07:34:03PM 10

was all built.  11

MS. KENNA:  And the family room.  Oh, I 12

thought she said they added that on.  13

MR. BOHNEN:  That was part of the 14

existing house. 15

MR. MALINA:  Interior is not -- 16

MS. D'ARCO:  You know, for the record, 17

our goal, we want these homes to be preserved. 18

MS. KENNA:  Oh, absolutely.  19

MR. SCHULTZ:  So do we.  07:34:16PM 20

MS. KENNA:  And honestly, the marketing 21

efforts on this one were that's where we got 22
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shut down because the marketing efforts on this 1

one are pure preservation.  That's the whole 2

goal of this.  Nancy and Warren, they don't want 3

this house torn down.  They do not.  So I mean 4

we, again, we can definitely, you know, market 5

the house, go on the MLS.  But the fear of 6

coming before the Board is what our brick wall 7

has been.8

MS. D'ARCO:  And I think as a Realtor, 9

you know, it's probably a good thing to say, 07:34:44PM 10

look, we --  I think it's tough.  This role is 11

tough, right, because our mission is to 12

preserve, that is our mission.  13

But then a lot of stuff gets in the 14

way, right?  Personal situations, things that 15

get in the way; right?  And I, you know, when 16

someone makes a decision to landmark a home, it 17

is binding at least since the time I have been 18

here. 19

DR. SCHULTZ:  It's not binding.  07:35:11PM 20

MS. KENNA:  It is.  It wasn't binding 21

when they did that.  22
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MS. D'ARCO:  And we chose to --1

DR. SCHULTZ:  You forgot that.  Were we 2

notified when it became a historic district when 3

that all changed?  We have no way of knowing.  4

When we did this, it was a nonbinding, voluntary 5

ordinance.  6

MS. D'ARCO:  So that I can't --  I know 7

it's a voluntary ordinance to bring your house 8

forward.  9

DR. SCHULTZ:  And it was a voluntary --07:35:33PM 10

MS. D'ARCO:  There would be no point.  11

MS. WILLIAMS:  I don't think it was a 12

voluntary designation.  13

DR. SCHULTZ:  Yes, it was.  14

MS. WILLIAMS:  It was a voluntary 15

submission.  16

DR. SCHULTZ:  No.  Sandy, it was a 17

voluntary --  I will bring it all up because I 18

did make the whole recommendation for the 19

founding of the preservation ordinance.  07:35:47PM 20

MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  I think we might 21

need more information.  22

73

DR. SCHULTZ:  We modeled ours after 1

Winnetka and the North Shore, voluntary 2

ordinance, voluntary landmark status, period, 3

nonbinding.  We would never have passed -- and 4

you know this -- in the climate at that time an 5

ordinance that was a binding ordinance.  6

The whole reason this whole thing 7

came into being is because we were able to pass 8

this through -- you were there -- as a 9

nonbinding, voluntary ordinance.07:36:09PM 10

MS. WILLIAMS:  Submission.  11

DR. SCHULTZ:  Pardon me?  12

MS. WILLIAMS:  Submissions.  13

DR. SCHULTZ:  No.  Ordinance.  Sandy, 14

we'll --  All right.  For the record, I will 15

pull out the ordinance.  Or do you want to do 16

that from the beginning?  It's a voluntary, 17

nonbinding ordinance that was passed by the 18

Village in, what, 2003?  You guys want to look 19

it up?  07:36:28PM 20

MR. MALINA:  The way I understand the 21

history of this is that the language of the 22
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ordinance did not allow anybody to just withdraw 1

without any board approval.  It was just that 2

the policy of the board was to allow withdrawal 3

but the law has always been it's voluntary to 4

landmark, but then you cannot tear it down.  5

MS. WILLIAMS:  Correct.  That's 6

correct. 7

MR. MALINA:  And you need to do certain 8

things.  Now, the policy of a given local 9

board -- 07:36:59PM 10

DR. SCHULTZ:  Right.  11

MR. MALINA:  May be to say, well, we 12

intend to allow liberal withdraw.  And, you 13

know, but the language, the law is that you need 14

permission to withdraw it, and that without 15

withdrawal it's binding.  16

DR. SCHULTZ:  Okay.  I was talking 17

about the designation, not the withdrawal.  18

MR. MALINA:  Well, right.  But that's 19

voluntary now.  It's getting rid of it that's 07:37:24PM 20

not.  21

MS. WILLIAMS:  Right. 22
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DR. SCHULTZ:  But that was what Bill 1

Harlow's whole testimony was with the last case 2

that came before you.  And that's why they 3

allowed that withdrawal of the landmarked 4

status. 5

MR. MALINA:  Right.  He was referring 6

to sort of the policy.  But the problem is a 7

policy of a board is not binding on future 8

boards.  As a matter of fact, even the law 9

isn't, unless invested rights are involved.  So 07:37:47PM 10

one board can grant variations more liberally 11

than another board.  12

But if the law is the same, they 13

are entitled to do that.  And I think that was 14

why historically another withdrawal reason was 15

added to the Code so that there were standards.  16

You couldn't just withdraw.  No one has a right 17

to just withdraw.  You had to meet those 18

standards.  19

And so that's what the Commission 07:38:15PM 20

is trying to do is do you meet any of the 21

standards.  You selected one.  They are trying 22
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to determine what kind of evidence and whether 1

it's sufficient so --  2

But we never had like a, oh, it's 3

landmarked but I can do what I want, you know.  4

You still needed withdrawal.5

DR. SCHULTZ:  But it was a landmark 6

with the advisory commission is how that was set 7

up.  And I understand the problem when I sat on 8

this committee.  There is really no teeth to 9

anything you do.  But the point of the 07:38:44PM 10

Commission was to be able to advise with expert 11

architects and people to offer suggestions when 12

people at the time were building very 13

insensitive additions and things that were not 14

really compatible with the streetscape.  It was 15

a service is how a lot of these are done in some 16

of the other suburbs to offer for people who 17

just needed knowledge.  And they would have 18

their expertise be offered to the people 19

building, for example, here today.  07:39:09PM 20

If you want to achieve this 21

mission, you are going to have to make binding 22
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historic districts.  You are going to have to 1

get more teeth in your historic districts.  But 2

to penalize my parents for 20 years ago starting 3

this movement, doing the right thing, putting a 4

landmark status on there, finding at 82 you get 5

cancer, you can't move stuff out of the house to 6

market it or sell it.  They want desperately for 7

somebody to buy it and restore it.  8

The only people that have come 9

forward said they won't touch it because of this 07:39:36PM 10

process.  I think it has to show you guys that 11

you have some work to do on what is the mission 12

and the point of this Commission altogether.  13

Because you are penalizing the people that are 14

actually really trying to do this for the right 15

reason.  Please vote.  We need to move forward.  16

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I would like to 17

close and have a discussion with the 18

Commissioners.  19

DR. SCHULTZ:  Of course you do. 07:39:59PM 20

MR. MALINA:  So is there a motion to 21

close the public hearing?  22
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CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes.  Motion to 1

close.  2

DR. SCHULTZ:  Can I ask, does the board 3

go along with this?  Or can you guys say why in 4

the world are you closing it?  5

MS. D'ARCO:  The board will look at 6

everything we have discussed here tonight and 7

make their recommendations based on what they 8

hear and then on their own opinions and 9

guidance.07:40:18PM 10

DR. SCHULTZ:  So when, are you going to 11

January?  12

MR. SCHULTZ:  No.  13

MS. D'ARCO:  No.  We will vote today.  14

DR. SCHULTZ:  Oh, got you.  15

MS. D'ARCO:  We will close the public 16

hearing.  We will vote today based on the 17

information that we have.  18

DR. SCHULTZ:  Okay.  I get it.  My 19

apologies.  I thought Frank was going to try to 07:40:32PM 20

continue the meeting again.  21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No.  We haven't 22
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decided one way or another. 1

MR. MALINA:  Yes.  That's what they are 2

trying to figure out.  3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We're trying but we 4

keep getting interrupted.  5

MR. MALINA:  If you'd let them do it.  6

MS. D'ARCO:  So give us a second. 7

DR. SCHULTZ:  Thank you.  8

MS. D'ARCO:  Sandy?  9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Sandy.  Okay.  07:40:48PM 10

Start, your opinion.  11

MR. MALINA:  Did we ever close the 12

public hearing?13

MR. SCHULTZ:  It was closed a while 14

ago. 15

MR. MALINA:  No, it hasn't been.  There 16

hasn't been a motion to close the public hearing 17

that's been seconded and then passed.  Because 18

every time someone tries to get to that point, 19

there are more interruptions.  So we need to get 07:41:05PM 20

to that point first is my advice.   21

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Is there a motion 22
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to close the meeting?  1

MS. D'ARCO:  I motion to close the 2

public hearing for 244 East First Street. 3

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Is there a second?  4

MS. WILLIAMS:  Second. 5

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  All in favor?6

MS. WILLIAMS:  Aye. 7

MR. PRISBY:  Aye. 8

MS. D'ARCO:  Aye.  9

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Aye.  Okay. 10

                  * * * 11

(Which were all the proceedings had 12

               in the above-entitled cause.)  13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 1

                  )  ss.  

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )2

3

         I, JANICE H. HEINEMANN, CSR, RDR, CRR, 4

do hereby certify that I am a court reporter 5

doing business in the State of Illinois, that I 6

reported in shorthand the testimony given at the 7

hearing of said cause, and that the foregoing is 8

a true and correct transcript of my shorthand 9

notes so taken as aforesaid.  10

s11

                  12

         ______________________________________13

              Janice H. Heinemann CSR, RDR, CRR14

              License No 084-001391

15
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )

     )  ss:

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

   BEFORE THE VILLAGE OF HINSDALE 

       HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF: )

)

CASE NO. HPC-10-2017 )

)

244 E. FIRST STREET ) 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS had and testimony 

taken of the Deliberations at the Withdrawal of 

Local Landmark Designation Public Hearing on the 

above-entitled matter before the Hinsdale 

Historic Preservation Commission, at 19 East 

Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, Illinois, on the    

13th day of December, 2017, at the hour of     

7:41 p.m.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

MR. FRANK GONZALEZ, Acting Chairman; 

MS. JANICE D'ARCO, Member;

  MS. SANDRA WILLIAMS, Member; 

MR. JIM PRISBY, Member.
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ALSO PRESENT: 

  MR. LANCE MALINA, Village Attorney; 

MR. CHAN YU, Village Planner;

DR. WARREN FUREY, 

DR. ANNE SCHULTZ,

MR. BOB SCHULTZ, 

MS. CARRIE KENNA, 

MR. and MRS. JOHN BOHNEN.  

* * *  

MR. MALINA:  Now deliberate.  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Now do we have time to 

deliberate?  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  We have a few 

minutes.  

MS. D'ARCO:  I think we are just 

deciding whether we carry it on to a decision in 

January or we vote today and --  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  It, honestly --  So 

go ahead.  Go ahead.

MS. D'ARCO:  I'm comfortable voting 

today given that today I feel there --  Just the 

marketing for this has not really existed.  So, 
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you know, there is always going to be buyers who 

don't like landmark status.  I understand that.  

And I understand the timing.  And I'm very, very 

sensitive to your personal situation.  That is, 

hands down, I wholeheartedly understand that.  

I just do feel that with the 

property being listed on MLS since September 

with not even a picture of the house, I don't 

know what to say.  Right?  I just didn't even 

know it was on the market, right, until I looked 

in the private listings.  So I think if you 

really want and you want to be aggressive in 

selling the house, you need to get it done.  You 

are in a great location.  Someone would --  It 

comes down to location and price and --  

I mean, Carrie, you know that.   

DR. SCHULTZ:  And landmark status.  

MR. SCHULTZ:  And landmark status.  

DR. SCHULTZ:  And landmark status.  But 

there are examples of landmark homes, there are 

examples of historical homes that are being 

renovated.  And I'm just not sure what I can say 
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to that other than what I'm saying.  That's all 

I can comment on it.  I'm sorry.  

MR. PRISBY:  That's all right.  Just 

kind of disappointed we don't have more time to 

debate this as a group, quite honestly.  Totally 

sympathetic, agree with several points that have 

been made here tonight.  

You know, I've, as an architect and 

a builder, I have done probably seven or eight 

historic homes, renovations, gut jobs, at every 

level possible, that I know it can be done.  And 

to your point, you know, at what cost; right?  

And that to me that gets back into the whole 

level of debate that I just don't think we have 

enough time to debate tonight.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yes. 

MR. PRISBY:  At the same time, I would 

prefer not to vote tonight.  But the Fureys have 

asked us to vote.  And I would like to kind 

of --  They may not like my answer but --  

DR. SCHULTZ:  That's fine.  

MR. PRISBY:  I would like to respect 
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their time.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Right, I 

understand.  I respect and am very sensitive 

with your parents and everything.  But I feel 

like we are being pushed to vote on something 

that we don't have enough evidence, and we are 

stuck.  And I feel a little bit in limbo.  I 

mean there is always information that we would 

like to see.  

MR. SCHULTZ:  What else would you like?  

DR. SCHULTZ:  What would you like to 

see?  

MR. SCHULTZ:  I don't know that we can 

give you any more. 

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  No.  No.  No.  You 

have been talking right now.  So I would like 

physical documents, figures, estimates -- 

MR. SCHULTZ:  Of what?  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  What would it cost 

to renovate this home, what's the cost in 

reality to sell it.  Something with some 

comparison.  And I don't --  I'm not ready for a 
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vote.  I mean -- 

MR. SCHULTZ:  We are not going to be 

able to get you an estimate at any time.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  How do you feel?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  I don't know that we are 

going to get any more information to tell you 

the truth. 

MR. PRISBY:  I agree with that.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  I think so, too.  

MS. WILLIAMS:  I feel we are done.  

Everything that's going to be done that's going 

to be presented.

DR. SCHULTZ:  Thank you.  

MS. WILLIAMS:  I think we should go 

ahead and vote. 

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  All right.  Okay.  

So I move to -- for a vote to 

withdraw the local landmark designation at     

244 East First Street.  

Commissioner Janice D'Arco?  

MR. MALINA:  Well, no.  We've got to -- 

Is there a motion?  
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CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Oh, sorry.  Yes.

MR. PRISBY:  A motion.

MR. MALINA:  To recommend approval or 

denial of a request.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Okay.  Is 

there a recommendation for approval or denial?  

MR. MALINA:  Of the request -- 

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  -- of the 

request -- 

MR. MALINA:  -- to withdraw the 

landmark status based on the showing of 

financial hardship.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Yeah, on the 

hardship.  Okay, on the financial hardship.  

Thank you.  

MS. D'ARCO:  Okay.  Yes.  There is a 

motion. 

MR. MALINA:  No.  Say, Do you move to 

either approve the request or deny.  You need to 

pick one.

MS. D'ARCO:  Okay.  So I move to deny 

the withdrawal of local landmark designation at 
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244 East First Street.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Is there a second?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Second. 

MR. MALINA:  And I would recommend a 

roll call on this so the votes are on the 

record.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  All right.  

Roll call.  So okay, Commissioner D'Arco, are 

you in favor?  

MS. D'ARCO:  In favor.

MR. MALINA:  This is in favor of 

denial.  Yes means no.  The motion was to deny.  

MS. D'ARCO:  Yes.  Yes.  In favor of 

the denial, yes.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Commissioner Jim 

Prisby?  

MR. PRISBY:  As much as I am 

sympathetic to what you want to do, sitting on 

this side of the table and not really having the 

chance to debate this to the level I wanted to 

debate it, I'm going to have to say yes.  Sorry.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  Okay.  Commissioner 
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Sandy Williams?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:  And my decision is 

yes.  

All in favor?  

MR. MALINA:  That's it.  You voted.  

Since you voted by roll call, you don't need to 

do both. 

* * * 

(Which were all the proceedings had 

 in the above-entitled cause.) 
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