














 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
              MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 14, 2023 
TO:   Chairman Waverley and Members of the Parks & Recreation Commission 
FROM:   Michael Hayes, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; CPRP, CPO  
RE:   March Staff Report 
 
Below is an update of key parks and recreation initiatives for January and February, 2023 
 
KLM Update - Rentals 
The graph below includes a graph indicating the number of monthly reservations. 
Typically, events are booked 6-18 months in advance of the rentals; however, if there are 
vacancies, staff will accept reservations within 5 days of an event.  

While the COVID years are inconsistent with rentals, one aspect to note is the 
discrepancy from Jan/Feb 2022 and Jan/Feb 2023. In 2022 we had a large number of 
rentals these months, but less revenue than we did for 2023. This is due to the caterer, 
Niche and Co. renting kitchen space at KLM. This caused an increase of dates reserved 
but the Village received less revenue as we worked out a different rental rate than a typical 
event. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
              MEMORANDUM 

KLM Lodge Update 
During January and February KLM Lodge has seen a large uptick in inquiries and 
bookings for weddings and weekday events, including memorials and corporate 
meetings. Our 2023 calendar is consistently booking, with the weekends mid-April 
through October almost completely full.  
 
We continue to push outreach towards increasing weekday bookings through print and 
digital advertising and have seen early success. During January, we hosted District 86 
Hinsdale Central High School twice and received positive feedback and a request to book 
multiple weekday events in 2023. We also hosted a corporate seminar and luncheon for 
a repeat client with over 100 attendees over a 2-day period.  

 

Corporate Seminar & Luncheon, 2-day Event – Friedman & Huey Assoc., LLC 

 

 
KLM Lodge Staffing 
To support continued increased rentals, staff is seeking out additional staffing help. We 
have a job position posted on our website and have been pushing the opportunity on 
social media. Since the beginning of the year staff have fielded over 100 inquiries for 
events, given 50+ Lodge tours to potential clients and booked 30 new events.  
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KLM Building Maintenance 
KLM Lodge is continuing to support the increase in event bookings by continued 
observation of facility maintenance. Some recent tasks include: 

· Paint/repair work completed in the foyer, bride’s room and restrooms 
· Stove cleaning and fire suppression complete 
· Gas valve cleaning and fireplace maintenance complete 

KLM CY 2023 Update 
KLM has $11,000 allocated to begin fence repairs around the park perimeter. Staff is 
currently seeking proposals, which will focus on repairs along County Line road.  
 
Additionally, we have $37,000 allocated to renovate the first-floor flooring in the Lodge, 
excluding the bathrooms. Staff is currently working with a designer to identify appropriate 
materials and costs for the project. The project will be sent out to bid in the near future. 
Finally, a project that was not in the CIP, included repairing cracked walls and painting of 
the bathrooms, front entrance and bride room. This project has been completed.  
 
Upcoming Brochure, Programs, & Events  

2023 is the Village’s Sesquicentennial (150th anniversary).  A number of events are 
planned throughout the year and programs and events will tie into the 150th anniversary 
theme whenever possible. 

 
Summer Brochure 
The summer brochure will go live on March 13th. Registration will open for residents on 
March 20th and on March 27th for non-residents. 
 
Past and Upcoming Monthly Event Highlights:  
 
· March 

o Corks and Forks: 
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Corks and Forks wine and food pairing event was held on March 3rd. The event 
had 55 guests. Food pairings were created, prepared, and served by the Lodge 
preferred caterer, “Maison Cuisine”. Maison prepared 6 courses of tapas style 
dishes. Lorenzo Munos of Hinsdale Wine Academy, Level 3 Sommelier, chose 
an assortment of 9 wine pairings to compliment the food courses.  

 
· April 

o Egg Hunt:  
The Village once again is partnering with the Hinsdale Community House to run 
its annual Egg Hunt event on Saturday, April 8th in Robbins Park. Highlights of 
this event will include the egg hunt, prizes, an opportunity to visit with the Easter 
Bunny, and crafts.   
 

o Park Clean Up / Earth Day Celebration:  
Patrons and community organizations can sign up to participate in Park Cleanup 
Day. Public services will supervise tree planting at KLM Park on April 20th. The 
event is held in the late afternoon.   
 

· May 
o Memorial Day Procession: 

The Memorial Day procession will kick off at 10:00 am on May 27th. The 
procession will end at Memorial Hall with a ceremony in honor of Memorial Day.  
The American Legion and Village of Hinsdale have partnered to coordinate the 
procession and ceremony.  

 
Pool 
The pool hours of operation will mirror 2022, with the exception of pre-season hours (June 
3-9). While the facility will be open for lap swim in the morning, we will not open the facility 
until 4:00 pm. This is due to the fact that Hinsdale Central has pushed back their last day 
of school and a majority of our staff are from Hinsdale Central. Below is the 2023 pool 
operating hours and closures.  
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Pool Staffing 
In an effort to recruit staff for the pool we recently have attended three in person school 
job fairs during lunch periods. Most of the schools won’t let us in unfortunately, but 
Hinsdale Central we have attended twice and Nazareth once. We also have been pushing 
recruitment of staff via social media and most recently launched a film. Below is the link 
to the film: 

https://dkw8gemxc9npb.cloudfront.net/videos/a389ea08-e6ff-47d0-bcfe-
5fe8df30a3cb/Pooljobs.mp4 

Overall, we are doing well with recruitment and have the following positions secured: 
· Coordinators 2 
· Mangers 5 
· Head Guards 4 
· Guards 39 
· Cashiers 13 
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Athletic Permit Update 
Field rental season is upon us and we have been working on coordinating field rental 
permits between Veeck, Brook, Pierce, KLM, Robbins, Burns Field, Melin, Stough and 
the Swimming Pool parks. Several sites such as Dietz and Monroe have been taken 
offline this spring to help turf recover from fall usage damage. We also have been working 
on field layouts and sizes to give areas of turf a rest in some of our bigger parks. Fields 
have begun to be painted and nets are scheduled to go up by the end of the month, 
weather pending. Organizations interested in field rentals should contact Michael Hayes 
at mhayes@villageofhnisdale.org  
 
Ice Rink 
The ice rink has been removed for the season and unfortunately was only able to be used 
a few times due to weather conditions.  
 
Park 2023 CIP Update 
 
Peirce: 
The budget includes $45,000 to repair fencing and dugout roofs at Peirce Park. Beginning 
mid to late March, we will begin repairs on 3 of the 5 outfield fences. We also have 
$30,000 for bleacher replacements. Staff has recently bought 2 bleachers. Additionally, 
a project that was not in the CIP, includes replacing garbage receptacles in the park to 
meet out current streetscape standards. Peirce Park will be receiving 4 new garbage 
receptacles this month.  
 
Burns Field: 
The budget includes $180,000 to replace Burns Field Playground. Staff has recently 
engaged the Village Board on use of capital funds for the project and we anticipate 
having more details for our April meeting.  
 
Maintenance Highlights – January 2023 

· Contractual Maintenance 
o Landscape Maintenance and Mowing 

§ Contract will begin April 1st, 2023 
· General Park Maintenance 

o Bathroom Shelters (Six Sites – 12 Bathrooms, & 3 Picnic Shelters) 
§ KLM and Burns Field Bathrooms were inspected, cleaned and 

stocked Monday-Friday 
· Other 
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o Village crews removed the holiday decorations. Over 190 wreaths were 
removed in and around the business district, Burlington Park, the 
Memorial Building and KLM. 

o Staff installed and maintained the ice rink at Burns Field 
o Dormant pruning was completed at Eleanor’s Park and Washington Plaza. 
o Planting bed preparation was started for the pollinator garden at Eleanor’s 

Park 
o Landscape maintenance activities were completed at Dietz and Ehret Park 

 
Eleanor’s Park 
Eleanor’s Park is the latest recipient of a scout project. The project consisted of removing 
invasive plants and turning the overgrown garden into a pollinator garden. Below are 
some recent pictures of the project.   
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