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City of Elko  ) 

County of Elko ) 

State of Nevada )     SS November 12, 2019 

 

The City Council of the City of Elko, State of Nevada met for a regular meeting 

beginning at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 12, 2019. 

 

 This meeting was called to order by Mayor Reece Keener. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Present: Reece Keener  

 

Council Present: Councilwoman Mandy Simons 

Councilman Robert Schmidtlein 

Councilman Chip Stone  

   Councilman Bill Hance 

 

City Staff Present: Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager 

Dale Johnson, Utilities Director 

   Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 

   Michele Rambo, Development Manager 

   Bob Thibault, Civil Engineer 

   Jan Baum, Financial Services Director 

   Susie Shurtz, Human Resources Manager 

   Dennis Strickland, Public Works Director 

   Cathy Laughlin, City Planner 

   Jim Foster, Airport Manager 

   Jeff Ford, Building Official 

   Mike Haddenham, WRF Superintendent 

   James Wiley, Parks and Recreation Director 

   Matt Griego, Fire Chief 

Jack Snyder, Deputy Fire Chief 

John Holmes, Fire Marshal 

Ty Trouten, Police Chief 

Diann Byington, Recording Secretary 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this 

item on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive 

agenda and identified as an item for possible action. ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 
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Chief Trouten shared an incident that happened a couple of weeks ago.  We had a group of door-

to-door solicitors for an alarm company that came into town that did not obtain the required 

licensing.  In the past they have always obtained their solicitors license and been approved to go 

door-to-door, and we knew who they were and they were on the up-and-up.  When we realized 

they did not follow the proper process, we located them and discovered (through calls from the 

public) that they were telling homeowners that there was an increase in home burglaries in order 

to obtain sales.  He called the corporate office and if they come to the city again they will be 

following the proper procedures. 

 

Mayor Keener said when people are going door-to-door you want them to be properly checked.  

It was a great Veteran’s Day Parade yesterday.  He thanked all veterans for their service. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 27, 2019  Special Session 

     October 22, 2019  Regular Session 

 

Mayor Keener asked for an edit on the 10/22/2019 hearing for Martin Creek Holdings.  He 

wanted it noted in the minutes that Mr. Martin will cooperate in Council presentations, planning 

with staff and the distribution of surveys.   

 

The minutes were approved by general consent with the correction to the 10/22/2019 minutes. 
 

I. PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Presentation by Scott A. Gavorsky, U.S. Census Bureau, regarding the upcoming 

2020 Census, and matters related thereto.  INFORMATION ITEM ONLY – 

NON ACTION ITEM 

 

Yvonne Maria Powers, 2048 Mountain View Road, Owyhee, Nevada, explained why the census 

is mandatory.  For the first time ever respondents can go online and fill out a questionnaire.  The 

census workers will be wearing badges, an ID and their laptops will have the Census 2020 logo 

on it.  She noted Elko County is the youngest in the state with a median age of 34.  She handed 

out some paperwork (Exhibit “A”) and a website to visit is www.2020census.gov and 

www.data.census.gov. 

 

B. Reading of a proclamation by the Mayor declaring the week of November 16 – 

22, 2019 as “Nevada Flood Awareness Week,” and matters related thereto.  

INFORMATION ITEM ONLY – NON ACTION ITEM 

 

Mayor Keener read the proclamation and gave a copy of it to Bob Thibault. 

 

Bob Thibault, Civil Engineer, pointed out on the overhead, the flood zone map produced by 

FEMA.  He invited those with older houses along the river and in flood zones to contact him for 

information regarding flood information and preparedness and make sure they are protected. 

 

II. PERSONNEL 

 

A. Employee Introductions: 

 

http://www.2020census.gov/
http://www.data.census.gov/


 

11/12/2019 City Council Minutes Page 3 of 11 

1.) Ms. Stefanie Pattani, Part-Time HR Technician, Human Resources 

Department 

Present and introduced. 

2.) Ms. Jan Baum, Financial Services Director, Finance Department 

Present and introduced. 

3.) Mr. Anfernee Cota, Parks Maintenance Technician I, Parks Department 

Present and introduced. 

4.) Mr. Jason Pepper, Lieutenant, Police Department 

Present and introduced. 

5.) Mr. Bryan Drake, Detective Sergeant, Police Department 

Present and introduced. 

 

III.  APPROPRIATIONS 

 

A. Review and possible approval of Warrants, and matters related thereto. FOR 

POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Mayor Keener had a question regarding NeoGov for just under $8,000 annually.  He thought it 

looked like a subscription of some kind. 

 

Susie Shurtz, Human Resources Manager, answered that is what we use to post all of our job 

openings.  This is the annual subscription cost. 

 

Mayor Keener asked Dale Johnson about some emergency repairs in the amount of $16,000.  

Did it hit at a bad time when you didn’t have crew available?  (Yes.) 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

approve the general warrants.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  
B. Review and possible approval of Print n’ Copy Warrants, and matters related 

thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman 

Schmidtlein, to approve the Print ‘N Copy warrants.  
 

The motion passed.  (4-0 Mayor Keener abstained.) 

   
C. Review, consideration, and possible authorization for Staff to solicit bids for the 

RBC Removal Project, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

The RBC’s are an outdated treatment process that has been taken out of service. 

The STM basins replaced the RBC’s over five years ago. The RBC’s take up 

valuable land space in the center of the plant and should be removed. Engineering 

has been completed, and we are ready to go to bid. Tentative schedule is to 

advertise on November 11th, go out to bid on November 18th, mandatory pre-bid 

on November 21st, receive bids December 20th, and award in early January 2020. 

DJ 
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Dale Johnson, Utilities Director, explained they are asking to solicit bids to remove the RBC’s 

(Rotating Biological Contactor) at the WRF.   

 

Mike Haddenham, WRF Superintendent, said the RBCs were put in during the 1980’s and have 

become obsolete.  We built the STMs, which is a new biological process that increased the 

quality of water they produce at the plant.  They would like to remove the RBC’s now rather 

than have them rot on the land.  He indicated on the overhead where the RBCs were vs the new 

STMs.   

 

Mr. Johnson said this project was budgeted for this year.   

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

direct staff to solicit bids for the RBC Removal Project.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

D. Review, consideration, and possible approval for the Elko Police Department to 

purchase two (2) fully equipped police vehicles, one (1) Ford Utility Interceptor 

and one (1) Dodge Charger AWD sedan, through the Nevada State Purchasing 

Program, and matters related thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

As a political subdivision of the State of Nevada, the City of Elko is able to utilize 

the State of Nevada Purchasing Division for fleet acquisition and related 

equipment. The estimated purchase costs include the related equipment as 

follows: The cost of the Ford Interceptor is estimated to be sixty-seven thousand, 

two dollars and six cents ($67,002.06) and the Dodge Charger AWD sedan is 

estimated to be fifty-four thousand, one hundred and twenty-four dollars and 

sixty-four cents ($54,124.64). Both vehicles will be deployed as patrol vehicles in 

the Operations Division, Patrol Unit. This acquisition was included in the Fiscal 

Year 2019/20 Budget. 

The Elko Police Department was allotted $200,000.00 in the 2019/20 budget for 

three (3) vehicles. One Chevrolet Tahoe was purchased in August of 2019. The 

cost of the Tahoe was seventy-three thousand, eight hundred and ninety-two 

dollars and forty-one cents ($73,892.41).  TT 

 

Chief Trouten explained these units will be ready to hit the streets and go to action after they get 

the radios and MDTs programmed.  These are replacement vehicles so when we get these we 

will have some ready to go out.   

 

Mayor Keener asked why are the graphics more for the K9 units.   

 

Chief Trouten answered because it isn’t just the graphics, it is also window tinting in order to 

keep the cooler space for the K9.  There is also some additional graphics that go on there with 

the K9, such as Stay Back. 
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** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

authorize the Elko Police Department to purchase two fully equipped police vehicles, one 

Ford Utility Interceptor and one Dodge Charger AWD, through the Nevada State 

Purchasing Program for an estimated total cost of one hundred and twenty-one thousand, 

one hundred and twenty-six dollars and seventy cents ($121,126.70).   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A. Status update on the Public Nuisance complaint regarding 403 Pine Street, and 

matters related thereto.  INFORMATION ITEM ONLY – NON ACTION 

ITEM  
 

Based upon City Council action on October 22, 2019, Staff is providing a status 

update with regard to 403 Pine Street.  CC 

 

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager, reported that Michele Rambo went out on the 7th day 

and verified that they had conformed to the stipulations that were agreed to.  The only exception 

was the awning/carport they said they would remove, was actually a framed structure.  They 

removed some of the roofing materials, leaving a gap where someone could not get on the 

garage.  He felt they complied with the intent of the stipulations in the agreement. There has 

been no request to the City to inspect the structure. 

 

Councilwoman Simons asked what the next deadline was.   

 

Michele Rambo answered it was 30 days to find a buyer.  If they do not then we can go in and 

inspect it. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if there had been any comments or complaints from neighbors. 

 

Mr. Wilkinson answered no. 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

B. Review, consideration, and possible approval for the Fire Department to apply for 

an Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) through the Department of Homeland 

Security to Portable and Mobile radio communication devices, and matters related 

thereto. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

The City of Elko Fire Department would like to apply for the 2019 FEMA 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant. The application would apply for 16 mobile 

radios and accessories and 50 portable radios and accessories utilizing 

Government pricing. These radios will enhance firefighter safety, emergency 

communications and interoperability with Elko PD, Elko Ambulance and our 

mutual aid partners. The AFG Program has listed this item as high priority for 

grant funding this year. Total amount of the grant would be around 353,207.53 

with a 10% match by the City. JS 
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Jack Snyder, Deputy Fire Chief, explained they applied for this grant last year and found out they 

just missed out on it.  They will be changing some numbers in the grant and would like 

permission to reapply. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilwoman 

Simons, to approve the Fire Department to apply for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

in the amount of $353,207.53 through the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant, with a 10% match for the City.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

A. Review, consideration, and possible approval for the Fire Department to apply for 

an Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) through the Department of Homeland 

Security to replace an Aerial Fire Truck Apparatus, and matters related thereto. 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION  
 

The City of Elko Fire Department Fire Department would like to apply for the 

2019 FEMA Regional Assistance to Firefighters Grant. The application would 

apply for a new Aerial Ladder truck. The current Ladder 2 is 30 years old which 

is the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) recommended maximum age 

for Aerial Apparatus to be in front line use. This apparatus will increase 

firefighter safety and health, emergency response and scene capabilities, provide 

greater storage and personnel carrying capacity and reduce rising maintenance 

cost. The AFG Program has listed this item as high priority for grant funding this 

year. Total amount of the grant would be around 957,242.00 with a 10% match by 

the City. JS 

 

Mr. Snyder explained they applied for this grant and received feedback that they just missed out 

on the grant.  They are running in to some serious maintenance issues with the apparatus.  We 

are looking for providers that could keep the cost below $957,000.  They will bring that to 

Council if that happens but they are looking to replace it with just a 10% match grant.  

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Stone, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

recommend approval of the Fire Department to apply for Regional Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant for $957,242.00, through the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Assistant to Firefighters Grant with a 10% match from the City.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager, asked that they ask the Recording Secretary if there 

was a vote on Item B above.   

 

Diann Byington, Recording Secretary, said there was a vote but that the Mayor had not voted. 

 

Mayor Keener said his vote was in the affirmative and thanked Mr. Wilkinson. 
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C. Consideration and possible action to cancel the December 24, 2019 Elko City 

Council meeting, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Mr. Wilkinson said typically, we see this meeting canceled.  It is the pleasure of the Council if 

they want to meet on Christmas Eve or not.   

 

Mayor Keener stated he will be out of town. 

 

Councilman Hance thought the only issue would be the audit, and if we got the extension to get 

the audit information. 

 

Mr. Wilkinson said we could have a special meeting if we needed to. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman 

Schmidtlein, to cancel the second meeting in December on Christmas Eve.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

VI. RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

 

A. First reading of Ordinance No. 847, an ordinance amending Title 2, Chapter 7 of 

the Elko City Code entitled “Energy Conservation Code” by adding Section 

R402.4.1.2 of the 2018 International Building Code entitled “Testing,” and 

matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

In June 2019, the City passed Ordinance No. 839 adopting the 2018 International 

Building Code with corresponding amendments.  The City worked with the 

consulting firm WC 3 on this.  On November 5, Mr. Chris Kimball from WC 3 

informed the City that adoption of Section R.402.4.1.2 of the International 

Building Code of 2018, entitled “Testing,” is needed for the health and safety of 

the public.  This section provides that a building or dwelling unit must be tested 

and verified as having an air leakage rate not in excess of five air changes per 

hour. Accordingly, Chapter 7 of the Energy Conservation Code regarding leakage 

testing should be amended incorporate Section R.402.4.1.2 of the International 

Building Code of 2018.  Mr. Kimball’s letter to the City of Elko is attached.  JF 
 

Jeff Ford, Building Official, explained we missed this in the adoption.  This testing is new for 

them and came out after the 2009 codes were adopted.  Back then, it was an option to do the 

testing.  The 2012 codes made the testing mandatory and you were allowed 7 air changes.  The 3 

air changes is just too tight of a house.  They want to use 5 as their standard.  The fewer the air 

changes, the tighter your house is and it is more susceptible to mold, mildew and possible build-

up of combustible air. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

conduct first reading of Ordinance No. 847 and direct City staff to set the matter for 

second reading, public hearing and possible adoption.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 
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VIII. REPORTS 

 

A. Mayor and City Council  

Mayor Keener reported the Mayor Arts Awards was held last week.  He 

went over who created the award, held up the award for all to see, and went 

over who won the awards.  The Steiger Surplus building came down on the 

Railroad property.  Union Pacific has 6 more buildings that are set to be 

demolished.  He had his first OHV sighting last weekend.  He asked if anyone 

on the Council or staff is interested in being on the Elko Live radio show with 

Lori Gilbert, to come join him. 

Councilman Schmidtlein stated he will be gone for the next Council 

Meeting. 

B. City Manager – Christmas Party: December 13, 2019  

Scott Wilkinson reminded everyone the Christmas Party is December 13, 

2019.  There is a separate children’s party too. 

C. Assistant City Manager 

D. Utilities Director  

Dale Johnson reported they had the two emergency repairs.  Both were 2-

inch service lines from the City main to the customer’s shut-off.  They were 

total line replacements.  At 10th and Silver there was an 8-inch main break 

and the crews are still working on that one.   

E. Public Works  

Dennis Strickland said leaf collection runs through the end of the month 

and fall free dump day is this Saturday. 

F. Airport Manager 

G. City Attorney 

H. Fire Chief  

Chief Griego said this Thursday the Driver Operators will be headed up to 

Boise to do the final inspection on the brush truck.  They are hoping to have 

that delivered by the end of the month.  They received word the chassis for the 

second truck will be delivered and they hope to take delivery of that truck in 

January. 

I. Police Chief  

Chief Trouten said the new officer, Nathaniel Bradford, will be completing 

POST and beginning FTO.  There are two in the background process and if 

they pass, they will go to POST in January.  That still leaves us three officers 

down.   

J. City Clerk 

K. City Planner  

Cathy Laughlin reported the final workshop for NNRDA CEDS is on 

Thursday in Ely and she will report the findings of the workshops. 

L. Development Manager 

M. Financial Services Director 

Jan Baum reported she has been communicating with the auditors.  

Regarding the IT Director, they made an offer and started the background but 

then he rescinded his acceptance.  The second applicant already took a 

different position.  They will probably have to start over. 
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N. Parks and Recreation Director – Winter shutdown; SnoBowl Update  

Mayor Keener mentioned an email regarding dog park locations in Elko. 

There was some push back from the youth soccer community.  

James Wiley said he anticipated the push back.  He is trying to identify the 

best area(s) for a dog park.  He plans on identifying several options from our 

current land inventory.  Fifth Street is a good option but he felt there are 

others out there too. 

Mayor Keener said this was a topic of discussion at the last Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board.  There was a person present at that meeting that 

started a dog park in Lamoille.  That park has been very popular.  These 

parks have been popular in urban communities. 

Councilman Schmidtlein asked if there was any consideration in having it 

in a rural area, such as the SnoBowl.  The ones in the Denver area are 

typically 10 or 20-acre parcels with hiking trails.   

James Wiley answered that will be a consideration.  They hope to weigh 

all the pros and cons and have several options.  The biggest hurdle will be 

putting some money towards this.   

O. Civil Engineer – Sports Complex Update  

Bob Thibault reported on the Sports Complex.  Granite Construction is 

substantially completed.  Lamoille Fence is substantially completed too.  

Things are moving along.  They have some pricing coming in to do some 

fencing on the west end.  He also is asking for quotes to get some concrete 

installed around the comfort station since there is still some money in the 

budget.  YESCO will be doing some modifications to the sign and put it back 

up.   

P. Building Official  

Jeff Ford reported Komatsu got into their first two permitted areas.  They 

have a site approved for a new Elko High School building.  They are starting 

on Total Eyecare.  Kohl’s have their plans in.   

Councilman Schmidtlein asked about the airport property next to Central 

Dispatch.   

Jim Foster said there is a new sign that showed up.  It says Aspen Way 

Leasing and it has a plot plan.   

 

VII. 5:30 P.M. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A. Review and consideration of submitted data and/or arguments and determination 

as to whether the proposed Ordinance 846 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

TITLE 9 CHAPTER ONE SECTION THREE ADDING A DEFINITION OF 

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE LINE AND SECTION TWENTY NINE 

ADDING A FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE FEE,” and proposed Resolution 19-

18 “A RESOLUTION AMENDING WATER METER RATE FEES,” and 

proposed Resolution 19-19 “A RESOLUTION AMENDING WATER FLAT 

RATE FEES,” and proposed Resolution 19-20 “A RESOLUTION SETTING 

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE LINE FEES” will impose a direct and significant 

burden upon a business or directly restrict the formation, operation, or expansion 

of a business, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
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Pursuant to NRS 237.080 the City of Elko notified owners and officers of 

businesses which may be affected by the ordinance and resolutions to determine if 

they will impose a direct and significant burden upon a business or directly 

restrict the formation, operation, or expansion of a business.   Staff has prepared a 

Business Impact Statement for consideration.  KW 

 

Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk, explained the City Clerk’s office sent out 1,936 letters explaining 

the ordinance.  All of the information in the letters was taken from the water rate study.  She 

received a few questions and one comment from Redi Services.  Redi Services was concerned 

about the rate increase over three years and questioned if the City had explored other cost 

reductions prior to the increase.  Tonight, after reviewing the business impact statement and 

decided it does not impose a direct and significant impact to small businesses, and if it does then 

define steps to lessen the burden.  If Council does approve the business impact statement, the 

next step will be to have first reading of the ordinance at the next Council Meeting.  If first 

reading passes the next meeting it will go to second reading.  At the same meeting they will have 

the resolution with the fee increase.  They are looking at the first meeting in December to have 

this passed.   

 

Mayor Keener said he reviewed all of this.  As a small business owner he understands that costs 

go up over time.  The water fund has gone into the red beginning in Fiscal Year 2017.  The last 

year they operated with an income was Fiscal Year 2016.  An enterprise fund needs to be self-

sustaining.  We have good justification to do so. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein said he has heard from a few people.  They weren’t opposed to the rate 

increase but the main complaint was regarding the fire services.  They asked if there was a way 

that could be changed.  He was curious of the overall figure they hope to gain from the fire 

protection service fee.   

 

Ms. Wooldridge said that was in Exhibit A that she had included. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein noted that would be $52,551 would be generated by the businesses.  

The gentleman doing the presentation said many municipalities charge for that service.  He 

wondered if anyone else had any comments on that. 

 

Mayor Keener stated he gets it.  It is infrastructure with depreciation accruing on it with zero 

revenue coming in.  There is liability to the City if there is a fire and there is no water there.  

That was a huge issue in the County for the development out at the Rail Port.  They had to build 

water storage towers out there for fire protect at a great cost. 

 

Councilman Hance said he pays every year for his fire extinguishers to be serviced and never 

uses them.  This fire service fee is very similar. 

 

Councilwoman Simons said it is one of those things you hate to pay but if you ever needed it you 

would be grateful.  For those on a tight budget it is hard to swallow.   

 

Councilman Stone said a fair amount of people have contacted him regarding the rate increase.  

Many of the businesses that were notified don’t see the bill directly because the water is included 
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in the building lease agreements.  They will see some effect at some time because it does trickle 

down to the lease payer. 

 

Ms. Wooldridge said that was an issue we found when sending out the notices.  For the 

properties, we may have the name of the landowner but we don’t have an address for them.   

 

Mayor Keener said the way it is set up right now, he doesn’t have fire lines in his building, but if 

he did, everyone else would be subsidizing his fire line.   

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Hance, 

to approve the business impact statement pursuant to NRS 237 and determine that 

Ordinance No. 846 and Resolution Nos. 18-19, 19-19 & 20-19 do not impose a direct and 

significant economic burden on a business or directly restrict the formation, operation or 

expansion of a business 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this 

item on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive 

agenda and identified as an item for possible action. ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Reece Keener adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________          ______________________________ 

Mayor Reece Keener                                       Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 

 








































































