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COngratulatlons!!
Dodge County

on Completidn of the new
$2.4 million annex linked

to the state’s present, oldest
working courthouse

OPEN HOUSE

-Health Fair-
Sunday, July 8, 1990

1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Dodge County Courthouse

* Tours * Health Fau

* Information * Refreshments served on
lower floor of annex

* Demonstrations




Dodge commissioners look overa preliminary plan for the annex

members are Harlan Buck, Robert Burdick, Lance Wilson,

County administrator Jim Norman arrived on the scene
just in time to coordinate the move into the annex.

Steven Gransee was
preliminary planning (which happ d on again, off again
over the last eight years) and while most of the construc-
tion was going on. Because he had to spend most of his
time administering and oversoein? the “project”, the board
decided it was time to hire a fulltime administrator.

auditor/administrator during
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presented by architects Kane and Johnson. The board
Robert Senjem and Harold Wilke.
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County project

connects ‘old’

with the ‘new’

The state’s o!dest’working cour-

thouse was recently linked with the
state’s newest courthouse addition.

Dodge County now has what
commissioners say, ‘‘is something
we have looked forward to for a
long time”. A lot of work and
study has been put into the project.
The board added that the final
result shows the people of Dodge
County have a project everyone can
be proud of.

County commissioners dislodged
the first shovel of dirt last spring,
igniting the start of the $2.4 million
facility. Up.until two weeks before
the official groundbreaking, com-
missioners were uncertain the pro-
ject would go as is. Original
estimates of $1.7 and $1.8 million
had escalated to the $2.3 to $2.4
million range because of additions
and alterations. The main reason
costs jumped is because the
Sheriff’s Department was sudden-
ly incorporated into the annex
plans.

The Sheriff’s Department was in-
corporated into the project because
the present location, below the
courthouse hill, was undersized and
antiquated. When the county board
looked at expanding and remodel-
ing at the site, the cost of incor-
porating the department into the
annex suddenly looked much more
reasonable.

The 24,000 square feet, two level
annex would more than double the
size of the current courthouse and
link the two with a common tunnel.
Social Services and the Sheriff’s
Department were the two largest in-
dividualized departments to be in-
corporated. Space was also plann-
ed for the assessor, recorder,
auditor, treasurer, nusring service,
data processing and a central ser-
vice department. Other inclusions

are a commissioner meeting room
and office and conference room
facilities.

The existing “‘historic’’ cour-
thouse will continue to serve the
court and correction related
departments.

For the first time in 15 years,
most of the county departments are
working together under one (actual-
ly two) roofs, which was planned to
create more efficient and effective
county operations.

The Nursing Service and Zoning
Departments were moved out of
Kasson and Social Services and the
Sheriff’s Department were incor-
porated under one roof into the an-
nex. The Highway and Extension
Departments remain in Dodge
Center, along with solid waste for

- the time being. 2

- Other features of the project in-
clude the addition of an elevator
near the old courthouse ‘link’, mak-
ing both buildings handicap accessi-
ble. Parking has been increased
from 55 to 117 stalls and the off-
street parking has been increased
because of a joint road expansion
project between the City of Man-

 torville and Dodge County.

Special attention was given to
replicate, but not duplicate, the ex-
isting historic courthouse architec-
tural features. However, the new
building also makes a statement of
being a modern office building
complex. The existing' courthouse
was built in 1865 with the first ad-
dition being completed in 1900.

A non-profit coporation was
formed and the corporation is
presently leasing the facility to the

_ county for a token fee. The county

is levying funds annually from the
budget to pay for the project. The
building fund contained $340,000
when the project began.
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Project begins

to take shape...

“What is a health fair-
Come and see”

Margaret A. Vatland, PHN

The Dodge County Nursing Ser-
vice will be holding a Health Fair
in conjunction with the Dodge
County Courthouse Annex Open
House on Sunday, July 8, 1990,
from 1-4:00 p.m.

The following health services will
be offered:

1. Blood Glucose for diabetes

00

2. Mantoux $4.00

3. Tetanus Diphtheria boosters
for adults $4.00

4. Free blood pressures

5. Heights and Weights - Infants
through Adult

In addition, there will be presen-
tations on breast and testicular self
examinations. Included in this
presentation is the opportunity to
use a Bio-l ike model to feel tumors.
There will also be a demonstration
on the proper use of infant and
child car safety seats. The follow-
ing videos will be shown:

1:00 p.m. - Talk about AIDS

1:30 p.m. - Smart Snackin

2:00 p.m. - Report on skin cancer

2:30 p.m. - Infant/Child safety
seats

3:00 p.m. - Smart Snackin

3:30 p.m. - Report on skin cancer

We look forward to seeing all of
you at the Health Fair and Open
House.
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Interiors new, modern look

offers bright atmosphere

Dodge commissioners like what they see on a tour of the new annex. Work remained on
schedule and went quite well for a project of this magnitude.










Courthouse emplo
of Greek revival style have gone unchanged.
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County residents
get money’s worth

Twice Dodge County voters turn-
ed down a referendum to construct
a courthouse annex. Voters felt
something had to be done but they
weren’t about to approve a $1.5 or
even a $2 million project.

The county board then optioned
to take a different route so that
some type of expansion could be
done. The county offices were
spread out, from Dodge Center to
Kasson and below the hill in
Mantorville.

‘What the board approved was a
$2.4 million project incorporating
the Sheriff’s Department with the
other departments that were to be
consolidated into the annex. No
special referendum was required.

Board members believe what the
public disapproved of two years ago
(by going to the polls) will be well
accepted if the same people come
and take a look at what the county
received for $2.4 million today.

The modern architecture, in-
dividualized departments, center
skylight on the second level and
bright colors inside, offer a pleasant
working atmosphere. Outside, the
sloping landscaping with rock walls
and concrete walkways lined with
shrubbery add to the positive look
that matches the old with the new.

The overall picture shows that
the historic past (of the old cour-
thouse) can cohabitate with the new
(annex) and create a project that
compliments both the historic and
modern eras.

il

Construction of the original courthouse began in 1865. This is the original structure which
had the roof blown off by high winds some time in the late 1890’s.

George Lord Taylor at his desk in the
Dodge County Courthouse around the
turn of the century. Taylor was county
auditor from 1902 until 1931.

Plat books being
sold at reduced
rate Sunday only

During the Open House celebra-
tion for the Dodge County Cour-
thouse Annex, Sunday, July 8th,
plat books will be sold at a reduced
rate. From 1-4 p.m. (open house
hours) the books will sell for $10.
The regular price is $12.75.

yees posed outside the structure around 1920. The native limestone walls






