
Window/Door Replacement - Residential Permit Guidelines
(size for size) 

CGC, CBC, CRC, Specialty aluminum Structural, Specialty Carpentry, Specialty Finish 

Carpentry or Owner/Builder may apply for permit     

• Miscellaneous application.

• Two (2) copies of floor plan/site or elevation plan labeling egress and showing location of
windows (locate windows by number) – See sample below.

• Two (2) copies of window/door specifications and current code Florida Product Approval for
your specific installation (make, model and series; installation instructions – latest edition;

description of proposed impact protection e.g. shutters; supplier's quote sheet/NFRC report
showing energy performance and tested design pressures)

• If the value of the materials & labor for the replacement fenestrations exceeds 30% of the
assessed value of the structure, the U-factor and Solar Heat Gain Co-efficient information must
be included and must meet code minimums.  If the project cost does not exceed 30% of the
assessed value of the structure, the U-factor Heat Gain Co-efficient information is not required.
This will be determined during the review process, not at the permitting counter.

• Two (2) copies of Window/Door/Shutter worksheet. See instructions accompanying Worksheet
file for information regarding meeting minimum design pressures.

• Owner/Builder Affidavit (if homeowner).
• NOC if value is greater than $2500.

Description: 

• Number of windows/doors being replaced

Route to: OFFICE USE ONLY 

Building (POD) 

Processing: OFFICE USE ONLY 

• Type:    Window/Door Replace

• Subtype: Residential 

Inspections: 

• Notice of Commencement (NOC) 10 

• Miscellaneous Final (070)

Fees: 

20 

• Window/Door Replacement $84.75
• Surcharge YES 

Expiration: 

• Six (6) months

NOTE:  Replacement windows and new windows installed in sleeping rooms are 
required to comply with the Florida Building Code for Emergency Escape and Rescue 
Openings for size; minimum clear height, minimum clear width and minimum opening 
area. For replacement windows the Florida Building Code Existing allows a maximum 
of 5% reduction in the clear opening dimensions of replacement doors and windows. 

Last Rev 6/15/2021  GUIDELINES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE



IMPACT-RESISTANT GLAZING OR OPENING PROTECTION REQUIREMENT 

All windows or doors replaced in Cape Coral require either impact-resistant glazing (glass) or 
opening protection as follows:

1) Impact-resistant glazing (glass) meeting the requirements of ANSI/DASMA 115 (for garage
doors and rolling doors) or TAS 201, 202 and 203, AAMA 506, ASTM E1996 and ASTM 
E1886 referenced herein, or an approved impact-resistant standard as follows:

a) Glazed openings located within 30 feet (9144 mm) of grade shall meet the requirements of
the large missile test of ASTM E1996.

b) Glazed openings located more than 30 feet (9144 mm) above grade shall meet the provisions
of the small missile test of ASTM E1996.

c) Storage sheds that are not designed for human habitation and that have a floor area of 720
square feet (67 m2) or less are not required to comply with the mandatory wind-borne debris
impact standards of this code.

2) Opening protection (such as shutters), meeting the requirements of FBC-Building 1609 Wind
Loads; unless there is less than 25% of the glass area of a home being replaced within 12
months on a one or two-family home for which the home building permit was applied for before
3/1/2002.

Per Florida Building Code (FBC)-Existing Building 707.4:
Opening protection exception: For one- and two family dwellings constructed under codes other 
than the Florida Building Code (where the original home building permit was applied for before 
March 1, 2002) and located in wind borne debris regions (such as Cape Coral), the replacement 
of garage doors and exterior doors with glazing, sliding glass doors, glass patio doors, skylights, 
and operable and inoperable windows within any 12-month period shall not be required to have 
opening protection but shall be designed for wind pressures for enclosed buildings, provided the 
aggregate area of the glazing in the replaced components does not exceed 25 percent of the 
aggregate area of the glazed openings in the dwelling or dwelling unit.

If more than 25% of the windows and/or doors in a pre-Florida Building Code home are being 
replaced and the windows/doors are NOT impact glass, the windows/doors are required to have 
opening protection (such as shutters). 

To print out the product approvals for your windows and doors, visit the following website: 

http://www.floridabuilding.org 
and click on “Product Approval.”
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(window to door / door to window) 

CGC, CBC, CRC or Owner/Builder may apply for permit    

• Miscellaneous application.

• Two (2) copies of floor plan/site or elevation plan labeling egress and showing location

of windows (locate windows by number) – See attached below
• Two (2) copies of window/door specifications and current code Florida Product Approval

for your specific installation (make, model and series; installation instructions – latest

edition; description of proposed impact protection e.g. shutters; supplier's quote sheet/
NFRC report showing energy performance and tested design pressures)

• If the value of the materials & labor for the replacement fenestrations exceeds 30% of
the assessed value of the structure, the U-factor and Solar Heat Gain Co-effcient
information must be included and must meet code minimums.  If the project cost does
not exceed 30% the assessed value of the structure, the U-factor/Solar Heat Gain Co-
efficient is not required.  This will be determined during the review process not at the
permitting counter.

• Two (2) copies of Window/Door/Shutter worksheet.  See instructions accompanying
Worksheet file for information regarding meeting minimum design pressures.

• Engineering ONLY IF the opening for the door is LARGER(wider) than the existing

window size.  NO Engineering is required if the door is the same size (in width) as the

existing window being replaced and if all they are doing is opening the wall right

underneath the existing window.

• Owner/Builder Affidavit (if homeowner).

• NOC if value is greater than $2500.

Description: 

• Changing from window/door to door/window

Route to: OFFICE USE ONLY 

Building (POD) 

Processing: OFFICE USE ONLY 

• Type:    Window/Door Replace

• Subtype: Residential 

Inspections: 

• Notice of Commencement (NOC) 10 

• Frame Rough (007) 20 

• Miscellaneous Final (070)

Fees: 

30 

• Window/Door Replacement $84.75
• Surcharge YES 

• Structural Miscellaneous $75.00

Expiration: 

• Six (6) months

Window/Door Replacement - Residential Permit Guidelines
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IMPACT-RESISTANT GLAZING OR OPENING PROTECTION REQUIREMENT

All windows or doors replaced in Cape Coral require either impact-resistant glazing (glass) 
or opening protection as follows:

1) Impact-resistant glazing (glass) meeting the requirements of ANSI/DASMA 115 (for garage 
doors and rolling doors) or TAS 201, 202, AAMA 506, ASTM E1996 and ASTM E1886 
referenced herein, or an approved impact-resistant standard as follows:

1) Glazed openings located within 30 feet (9144 mm) of grade shall meet the 
requirements of the large missile test of ASTM E1996.

2) Glazed openings located more than 30 feet (9144 mm) above grade shall meet the 
provisions of the small missile test of ASTM E1996.

3) Storage sheds that are not designed for human habitation and that have a floor area 
of 720 square feet (67m2) or less are not required to comply with the mandatory 
wind-borne debris impact standards of this code

2) Opening protection (such as shutters), meeting the requirements of FBC-Building 1609 
Wind Loads; unless there is less than 25% of the glass area of a home being replaced 
within 12 months on a one or two-family home for which the home building permit was 
applied for before 3/1/2002

Per Florida Building Code (FBC)-Existing Building 707.4:

Opening protection exception: For one- and two family dwellings constructed under codes other 
than the Florida Building Code (where the original home building permit was applied for before 
March 1, 2002) and located in wind-borne debris regions (such as Cape Coral), the replacement of 
garage doors and exterior doors with glazing, sliding glass doors, glass patio doors, skylights, and 
operable and inoperable windows within any 12-month period shall not be required to have 
opening protection but shall be designed for wind pressures for enclosed buildings, provided the 
aggregate area of the glazing in the replaced components does not exceed 25 percent of the 
aggregate area of the glazed openings in the dwelling or dwelling unit.

If more than 25% of the windows and/or doors in a pre-Florida Building Code home are being 
replaced and the windows/doors are NOT impact glass, the windows/doors are required to have 
opening protection (such as shutters).

To print out the product approvals for your windows and doors, visit the following website: 
http://www.floridabuilding.org and click on “Product Approval.”
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