


The Green Thread that weaves throughout the plan is the lifeblood of Bimini Basin. It pumps through every space providing shade, clean 

oxygen, and water features. These water features collect and filter the abundant Florida rainfall, as well as adding peaceful sounds 

and opportunities for play. Even though Cape Coral is already encompassed with water, these water features begin to activate the public 

relationship with the water. The walkability of the Green Thread also cuts down on automobile dependency reducing noise and air pollu-

tion, all while providing a healthier, happier lifestyle. Aside from the outdoor realm, an arrangement of retail, residential, mixed use, and 

entertainment, such as museums and theaters, lend to a wide range of possibilities for growth that essentially become a sophisticated live, 

work, play environment.



1. Limited greenspace for enjoyment of outdoor activities. 

Disconnect from green space to green space makes for travel 

between spaces difficult.

2. Distances for residents to travel and means of travel in 

order to reach the proposed downtown center of Cape Coral

3. Open vacancies and lots could be used for development and 

opportunities for growth in the downtown area.

4. Walkability is an important part of any successful city. 

The distance people feel comfortable walking effects the 

distances between points of importance and pause.

5. Downtown Cape Coral is deeply rooted around residential 

areas which make up most of the city.

6. Cape Coral’s landscape is made up of canal systems. Some 

of these canals are interconnected and others are connected 

to the Gulf/River.

7. Cape Coral Parkway is the main road that leads out of 

Cape Coral, connecting the city to other cities in the area. 

Commercial and residential roads filter into the Parkway.
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Cape Coral’s Bimini Basin area is a prime location for development. Its proximity to the water and other amenities, such as the golf course, provide 

great opportunities for change. With the development of a strong connection that brings all of the designated area together into a cohesive 

functional downtown, the Bimini Basin has the potential to be a powerful presence for the heart of Cape Coral. The presence of a green thread 

moving along the site composed of entertainment and public spaces alleviates the grid by incorporating key points of interest and moments of 

rest and play.





The Eye sprouts north of the Bimini Basin connecting the Basin to a large urban park and culture center through a shared grid. This grid is comple-

mented by the Green Thread that cuts through offering breaks from the framework in the form of unique moments for bars, local art galleries, 

and small pocket parks. The Eye borders the beginning of Cape Coral urban park and public culture center. This mix of green space and programmed 

space offers a museum-library hybrid that acts as a composition for large outdoor event space.

The Knot is the heart of Bimini Basin. Its position held on the water creates a unique atmosphere for day and night events. The opportunity to 

utilize the canals and the basin will give it several advantages for access by the residents and visitors. An active waterfront will dining and 

event space, such as Bands on the Basin, creates a unique experience. Its connection to the other districts allows the Basin area to be a central-

ized hub in which the Green Thread acts as an artery giving life to the urban core.

The Hook connects smoothly to the active event space on the Basin through the green spine allowing pedestrians to easily access both areas. 

This will help the Hook stay active during the weeknights and weekends. An arrangement of retail, residential, mixed use, and entertainment, such 

as museums and theaters, lend to a wide range of possibilities for growth and essentially becoming a sophisticated live, work, play environment.



Threading the Needle is about creating a dy-

namic live, work, play environment in Cape 

Coral. With three distinct districts, Cape 

Coral will have all the amenities that any 

successful city needs. The districts are de-

signed to be active day and night, weekday 

and weekend. They offer a variety of des-

tinations and places for community activ-

ities. The most important feature in this 

design is the movement of people. There are 

many that facilitate this movement and in-

teraction, with the most dynamic being the 

Green Thread, a linear park system that 

connects all of the three districts. Along 

this pedestrian path, residents and visitors 

can find many amenities and key destina-

tions separated by a comfortable walking 

distance.



The Green Thread that weaves throughout the plan is the lifeblood of Bimini 

Basin. This linear park pumps through every space providing shade, clean oxy-

gen, and water features. These water features collect and filter the abun-

dant Florida rainfall, as well as adding peaceful sounds and opportunities for 

play. The walkability of the green thread cuts down on automobile dependency 

reducing noise and air pollution, all while providing a healthier lifestyle.











The Rubicon Canal is the subject of much debate. As viewed above, with the proper planning the Rubicon can become an active route of transportation that brings people 

to the heart of downtown Cape Coral. Opening up the Rubicon would allow people with boats, kayaks, canoes, paddle boards, and jet skis to have direct water access to 

downtown and the gulf, as well as many other connected canals. Opening up the Rubicon would also allow for the boardwalk along Bimini Basin to extend further down 

the canal, leading to a prosperous public waterfront. Drawbridges could be implemented to allow for tall boating traffic to pass through. This infrastructure of draw-

bridges are smaller in scale and would lessen the impact on downtown pedestrian movement and business. Opening up the Rubicon would help to revitalize this area and 

bring water into Cape Coral’s active public realm.

Steps must be taken in order to create this kind of vision. As the final phase outlined, the Rubicon Canal will act as the final factor in transforming Cape Coral’s down-

town. By changing the block alignment and leaving the area needed for the bridges and canals open, this space could act as a public green park until Cape Coral is ready 

for this endeavor.





One of the most influential fac-

tors within an urban environment 

is the means by which you travel 

throughout the city. Bimini Basin’s 

transit hub is just that solution. 

The transit hub houses multiple 

forms of transportation that 

feed this area of Cape Coral. Res-

idents, visitors, or the business 

person will find taxi services, 

rental cars, and bike services, 

the bus loop, trolley station, and 

secure reserved parking for cus-

tomers.

Enjoy waiting for the bus or 

trolley with public swings or 

you can just swing with a friend 

while you are spending time 

walking the Green Thread. These 

shaded alternatives to benches 

are a fun way to hang out. They 

are also equipped with solar pan-

els to provide their own lighting 

at night.




